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lishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging 
the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably 
to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

United Way University
School is back in ses-

sion and our education 
programs are in 
full swing. United 
Way fights for 
education in our 
community. Our 
work in education 
centers around 
the goals of get-
ting kids ready 
for kindergarten, 
reading at grade 
level by third 
grade and grad-
uating on time 
with skills to be 
career and life-
ready. United Way’s edu-
cation programs:

• Enhance school readi-
ness and strengthen family 
dynamics.

• Provide mentoring, 
safe places to play, tutor-
ing and leadership devel-
opment.

• Keep youth on track 
for school, work and life.

• Prevent child abuse.
Last year, 3,888 chil-

dren attended subsidized 
after-school and sum-
mer programs to help 
them avoid risky behav-
iors. Also, 441 children 
received high quality child 
care, and 2,193 children 
received programming 

with the goal of them 
reading on grade level by 

third grade.
While students 

are back in the 
classroom, local 
corporations 
are educating 
their associ-
ates on United 
Way. Advanced 
Insurance 
Strategies, Brown 
Industries, Dalton 
Utilities and 
Dorsett Industries 
have all gone 
on United Way 

Impact Tours. These tours 
allow associates to see 
firsthand the impact their 
gift is making in our com-
munity. They have learned 
about our 21 Community 
Partners who are work-
ing in education, basic 
needs and health. They 
have heard the stories of 
the almost 60,000 people 
whose lives were impacted 
through United Way last 
year alone.

Several companies 
have held United Way 
campaign presentations. 
Advanced Insurance 
Strategies, Americhem, 
Lexmark, Dalton Utilities, 
Shaw Industries, UPS and 

Whitfield County Schools 
are well underway with 
their United Way educa-
tion for this year. They 
have all hosted meetings 
where their associates 
have learned about the 
work of United Way in 
Whitfield and Murray 
counties.

They have also learned 
how they can make “Great 
Things Happen” by giving 
to United Way. A few dol-
lars can go a long way in 
the fight for education.

• $5 per week provides 
curriculum books for the 
teen Healthy Choices pro-
gram.

• $10 per week provides 
two months of high qual-
ity child care designed to 
get children ready for kin-
dergarten.

• $25 per week provides 
after-school programming 
for a child for an entire 
year.

There’s always some-
thing to learn no matter 
your age. Thirteen years 
ago, Ted needed a place 
where his wife could be 
well-cared for during the 
day. Robbine’s condition 
had deteriorated to the 
point that she needed 
more help each day than 

he could give.
That’s when he learned 

about RossWoods Adult 
Day Services.

In their early life 
together, Robbine had 
always been the care-
taker and Ted wanted 
to find the best place to 
care for her. Of course, 
he chose RossWoods. 
Robbine enjoys the daily 
socialization, and she 
loves to play cards with 
other participants and 
volunteers. Several indi-
viduals have met Robbine 
over the years during our 
United Way impact tours 
learning of the quality 
care provided by United 
Way Community Partner, 
RossWoods Adult Day 
Services.

As your kids are learning 
in the classroom, I invite 
you to learn about our 
community through United 
Way. If you would like 
your associates to receive 
a United Way education 
through tours or presenta-
tions, please contact Jessica 
Trivino at jessica.trivino@
ourunitedway.org.

Amanda Burt is the 
president of United Way of 
Northwest Georgia.

Still waiting for Trump to tweet 
about mosque bombing

An improvised explosive device 
was thrown the window of a mosque 
in Bloomington, Minn., while 
Muslim-Americans worshipped in 
the building. The attack occurred on 
Aug. 5. Just about a week later, the 
so-called president of all the people 
has refused to utter or tweet a single 
word of condemnation.

On election night last November, 
Trump said that his “movement” 
is “comprised of 
Americans from 
all races, religions, 
backgrounds and 
beliefs, who want 
and expect our gov-
ernment to serve the 
people, and serve 
the people it will.” 
Really? He would 
serve the people of 
all races and reli-
gions? The fraudu-
lent promises began 
long before the 
beginning.

Trump has tweeted dozens of times 
since Aug. 5 — sliming a Democratic 
senator as a crybaby (note the psy-
chological projection), taking credit 
for the economy (which has long 
been recovering thanks to Obama), 
insisting that his Trumpkin base is 
“bigger & stronger than ever before” 
(new polls show that it’s shrinking), 
and all sorts of other flotsam and jet-
sam — but somehow his thumbs have 
been incapable of crafting sympathy 
for American worshippers under 
attack.

A volunteer who’s helping to 
rebuild the damaged Dar Al-Farooq 
Islamic Center said Tuesday that if 
Trump would only voice his support, 
it would demonstrate “that he isn’t 
the president of a certain group of 
people, but the whole United States.” 
But ah, there’s the rub.

The problem is, Trump is president 

of only a certain group of people 
— at this point, it’s roughly one-third 
of the citizenry and disproportion-
ately white, downscale and lacking 
college degrees — and that certain 
group of people is more hostile to 
Muslims than the general population. 
Trump’s base has felt that way for 
years, and he needs to keep nurturing 
what’s left of his constituency. One 
way is to keep feeding his narra-
tive that Muslims are an existential 
threat; tweeting support for the vic-
timized Minnesotans would breach 
that narrative.

It’s part of a pattern. Back in May, 
when a white-supremacist Trump-
lover harassed a hijab-wearing girl on 
a Portland, Ore., commuter train, and 
then killed a military vet who tried 
to intercede, Trump tweeted nothing 
on his personal account (the account 
he routinely uses). Back in January, 
when a Canadian white racist killed 
six Muslim worshippers at a mosque 
in Quebec City, again Trump tweeted 
nothing. Sean Spicer provided comic 
relief, insisting that the six Muslim 
deaths in Quebec City was proof that 
America needed a Muslim travel ban. 
Feel free to puzzle out his logic.

Officially, the White House says 
that Trump doesn’t want to rush 
to judgment about the Minnesota 
bombing until all the facts are in. 
A spokesman suggested Tuesday 
that perhaps somebody on “the 
left” bombed the mosque, for the 
purpose of pinning a hate crime on 
conservatives. He said, “Let’s wait 
and see and allow local authorities 
to provide their assessment. And 
then the White House will make its 
comments.”

Well. Three quick points:
1. Trump has no problem rushing 

to judgment when the whim strikes. 
In June, he instantly declared that 
a report of violence at a gambling 
casino in Manila was a “terrorist 

attack” and that “our thoughts and 
our prayers are with all of those 
affected.” If he’d waited literally a 
few minutes, he would’ve learned the 
factual truth, courtesy of police in the 
Philippines, that a lone thief had tried 
to rob the place.

2. The Department of Homeland 
Security and a slew of research-
ers have long concluded that the 
vast majority of terror incidents in 
America are committed by right-wing 
extremists. The latest study, released 
this summer, says that between 2008 
and 2016, right-wingers committed 
twice as many violent acts as those 
who identify with Islamic extremism. 
All told, “This project quantifies just 
how irrational Trump and the GOP’s 
fixation on ‘radical Islamic terrorism’ 
as the greatest security threat is.”

3. The White House spokesman 
who suggested that the Minnesota 
mosque bombing might’ve been 
plotted by “the left” is none other 
than Sebastian Gorka. Yup, the flack 
who’s defending Trump’s silence 
is a sworn member of a far-right 
Hungarian extremist group that’s 
listed by the State Department as 
a “criminal organization,” in part 
because the group was once allied 
with Nazi Germany. It’s quite per-
verse — and a tad weak on the 
credibility front — that Gorka, of all 
people, is the guy playing point on 
the mosque story.

If only Trump could find the time 
to tweet sympathy for the Muslims in 
Minnesota, it might at least distract 
him from riffing apocalyptically 
about North Korea. That would 
indeed be a two-fer.

Dick Polman is the national 
political columnist at NewsWorks/
WHYY in Philadelphia and a “writer 
in residence” at the University of 
Philadelphia. Email him at dickpolm 
an7@gmail.com.

The Weekly Wrapup
Opinions from 
around Georgia

The Gainesville 
Times on civil      
forfeiture:

If there were any truth 
to political labeling, a 
self-proclaimed conser-
vative would be someone 
you would expect to favor 
limited government power 
and to uphold the U.S. 
Constitution, the American 
legal system and the person-
al rights of all citizens.

Unfortunately, in the 
world of modern politics, 
that clearly isn’t the case.

U.S. Attorney General 
Jeff Sessions, who would 
have us believe he is a con-
servative, has made it clear 
in recent weeks that he fully 
supports the concept of civil 
asset forfeiture and hopes 
to see that vile process used 
with increasing frequency 
during his tenure as the 
nation’s top law enforce-
ment officer. On this partic-
ular issue, if not others, he 
seems to have the support 
of the president.

That’s too bad.
Civil asset forfeiture is 

perhaps the ultimate des-
potic power play. Simply 
put, it is the concept that 
the government can take 
from you what is yours if 
it suspects you obtained it 
illegally. To do so, it does 
not have to charge you with 
any crime, issue a criminal 
indictment or bother with 
the pesky notion of prose-
cution and conviction. And 
there doesn’t really have to 
be evidence of any sort of 
wrongdoing.

If the government thinks 
that suitcase full of cash 
hidden in the back of your 
closet came from some 
criminal enterprise, or that 
there’s some nefarious ille-
gality involved in the way 
you deposit money in your 
bank account, it can take 
the money and never make 
any effort to prove you did 
anything illegal. If you’re 
lucky, after months or years 
of effort and paying for 
costly legal help, you may 
be able to get some of it 
back. And you may not.

Last Sunday in The 
Times, we chronicled 
one of the most egregious 
examples of government 
run amok with the story of 
Andrew Clyde, an Athens 
gun store owner who had 
nearly $1 million seized 
from his bank account in 
2013 because the govern-
ment concluded he had 
to be making the money 
illegally. There were no 
criminal charges, no proof, 
no time wasted in a trial, 
no worries about the Fifth 
Amendment of the U.S. 
Constitution — just take the 
money for the government’s 
use and see if the innocent 
American citizen can figure 
out how to get it back.

Six months later, after 
having to borrow money 
to keep his business open, 
Clyde was able to recover 
$900,000 of the $950,000 
the government seized. The 
remaining $50,000 has 
never made its way back to 
his bank account.

Sadly, Clyde’s story is just 
one of hundreds. Federal 
and state authorities seize 
billions of dollars every 
year through the civil asset 
forfeiture process. Billions, 
not millions.

Worse, in a classic con-
flict of interest, much of the 
money seized eventually 
makes its way back to the 
agencies that confiscate 
it, providing even more 
incentive for agents of the 
government to continue this 
abusive practice.

Last month, Sessions 

made it clear that he 
plans to ramp up the civil 
asset forfeiture process, 
negating some minimal 
restrictions on seizures the 
previous administration in 
Washington had enacted. 
Sessions has been vocal in 
his support for increasing 
the amount of govern-
ment-sanctioned theft that 
will take place under the 
guise of civil asset forfei-
ture.

There is some hope the 
renewed attention being 
paid to a practice that dates 
back to the 1700s will result 
in a groundswell of opposi-
tion. A survey conducted by 
the Cato Institute found that 
84 percent of Americans 
oppose civil asset forfeiture, 
and some lawmakers, at 
both the state and national 
level, are trying to build 
momentum to stop the prac-
tice.

One of those is our own 
U.S. Rep. Doug Collins, 
who is co-sponsoring a bill 
that will tighten restrictions 
on the government’s ability 
to take your property with-
out accusing you of doing 
anything wrong. Similar 
efforts are also under way at 
the state level all across the 
nation.

Since 2014, more than 20 
states have passed laws to 
limit the process, but until 
change comes at the federal 
level, local law enforcement 
can often sidestep state 
laws by turning over seized 
assets to federal agencies — 
then wait for a benevolent 
Uncle Sam to return a por-
tion of the seized assets to 
their departments.

In Washington, a biparti-
san group of congressman, 
including Sen. Rand Paul, 
introduced legislation in the 
spring to limit the govern-
ment’s ability to use civil 
asset forfeiture, and at the 
same time to make it easier 
for those whose assets have 
been seized to get their 
property back.

Fox News quoted 
U.S. Rep. Keith Ellison, 
D-Minn., a sponsor of the 
bill, as saying “Every year 
the government takes in 
billions of dollars in prop-
erty from those suspected 
of being criminals — and 
every year, much of that 
property turns out to belong 
to innocent people who 
have little recourse once 
their belongings have been 
seized.”

A recent review of civil 
asset forfeitures by the IRS 
looked at 454 contested 
cases. In those cases, it 
found that 80 percent of the 
money that had been seized 
should be returned to those 
from whom it was taken.

Supreme Court Justice 
Clarence Thomas has 
openly addressed the issue. 
“This system — where 
police can seize property 
with limited judicial over-
sight and retain it for their 
own use — has led to egre-
gious and well-chronicled 
abuses,” he wrote.

Unfortunately, those 
abuses are not only likely 
to continue, but can be 
expected to escalate given 
Sessions’ commitment to 
civil asset forfeitures. Until 
Congress and state legis-
latures change the law in a 
meaningful way, or the U.S. 
Supreme Court rules it to be 
unconstitutional, the assets 
of every American remain 
at risk.

And that whole “inno-
cent until proven guilty” 
concept you learned about 
once upon a time in civics 
class? It’s about as hollow 
as a politician’s promise as 
long as civil asset forfeiture 
remains the law of the land.
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