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Raise your hand to get connected
Our community has 

been discussing how to 
make newcomers and 
current residents feel 
connected to our area. 
United Way of Northwest 
Georgia’s Volunteer Center 
has been working 
for many years 
to connect vol-
unteers to mean-
ingful service in 
our community. 
Volunteering 
allows us to use 
our talents and 
time to build a 
better future for 
our community 
and to connect 
to our neighbors, 
co-workers, and 
friends. We are 
always looking for the 
hand-raisers — the ones 
who want to change our 
community.

Our Corporate Volunteer 
Council leads the United 
Way Volunteer Center. 
The center began in 2012 
as way for coordinators 
of employee volunteer 
programs to share best 
practices, network and 
explore opportunities for 
employee service. In 2014, 
United Way of Northwest 
Georgia’s Corporate 
Volunteer Council received 
the Points of Light Fast 
Start Award in recognition 
of the Council’s ability to 
mobilize volunteers and 
measure success.

The center promotes 

the United Way Volunteer 
Center as a vehicle for cor-
porate service. Members of 
the center include: chair, 
Jim Hawkins, Dalton 
Public Schools; Tim 
Ausmus, Shaw Industries; 

Howard Elder, 
community vol-
unteer; Scott 
Grafe, Dorsett 
Industries; 
John Forrester, 
Hamilton 
Health Care 
System; Denise 
Wood, Mohawk 
Industries; 
Robert Varner, 
BB&T; Jared 
Warnack, Phenix 
Flooring; Stuart 
Nelson, Brown 

Industries; Micah 
Riggle, Mohawk 
Industries; Marianne 
Murry, Engineered 
Floors; Tracie Dodson, 
Shaw Industries; and Kim 
Thames, community vol-
unteer.

The volunteer center 
offers many opportuni-
ties for engagement year 
round. Programs include:

• Adopt-A-Class 
Volunteer Readers: 
In 2016, 20 volunteers 
committed to read once 
a month to a class for the 
school year.

• Corporate volunteer-
ism/custom group proj-
ects: The center’s services 
provide streamlined event 
management to corporate 

partners and first-hand 
knowledge of community 
needs to make sure that 
employee volunteer time is 
used effectively and effi-
ciently. Last year, 114 cor-
porate projects were com-
pleted last year.

• Get connected: 
VolunteerNWGA.org. 
More than 2,300 volun-
teers use this online vol-
unteer matching program 
to view some 50 local vol-
unteer opportunities in our 
community.

•  Little Free 
Libraries: There are 27 
Little Free Libraries in 
public parks in Whitfield 
and Murray counties. 
These “take a book, leave 
a book” structures hold 
20 to 30 books, creating 
access to reading material 
across the community. 
More than 1,600 books 
were distributed last year.

• Service events: 
Longest Day of the Year 
in June (around sol-
stice); Make a Difference 
Day, the fourth Friday 
and Saturday of October; 
and monthly projects post-
ed at volunteerNWGA.org

The center also offers 
leadership development for 
youth and adults.

Boardwalk nonprofit 
board service training is 
a one-day workshop con-
necting community lead-
ers to nonprofit board of 
directors.  

GoLEAD Institute is a 

two week-long leadership 
and service day camp 
for high school students 
held during the summer. 
Sixteen students complet-
ed the institute last year.  
Volunteer Project Leaders 
Training is held in April 
and September each year 
to train project leaders in 
volunteer management.  
Volunteer Vacation is a 
service day camp for teens 
held during the following 
school breaks: fall break, 
winter break, mid-winter 
break and spring break. 
More than 80 students par-
ticipated last year. 

Each year, United 
Way awards Presidential 
Volunteer Service Awards, 
the Connie Woodward 
Award, the Elaine 
Butler Award, Youth 
Volunteer Awards and the 
Elbert Shaw Memorial 
Scholarship to promote the 
Spirit of Volunteerism.

Last year the United 
Way Volunteer Center 
coordinated 152 projects, 
connecting 3,287 volun-
teers to the community 
with 33,511 hours of 
service. April is National 
Volunteer Month. As we 
look for ways to get con-
nected to our communi-
ty, let’s start by raising 
our hands and volunteer-
ing.

Amanda Burt is the 
president of United Way of 
Northwest Georgia.

Is Bill O’Reilly too big to fail?
Fox News, where women work at 

their own risk in a misogynist culture 
frozen somewhere in the 1950s, is 
back in crisis mode. Nine months 
after chairman and accused sexual 
harasser Roger Ailes was forced out, 
we’re wondering whether accused 
sexual harasser Bill O’Reilly will be 
forced out, too.

Don’t hold your breath.
I don’t write much about O’Reilly, 

although it was fun two years ago to 
recount his phony boasts of covering 
a war that was actually 1,000 miles 
away from his hotel. But now atten-
tion must be paid, 
because his new flap 
is for the highest 
stakes. It’s morals 
versus money.

Advertisers are 
currently fleeing 
“The O’Reilly 
Factor,” indicating 
in press releases that 
they prefer not to 
be associated with 
an old-school male 
chauvinist who has 
cost his company 
$13 million to settle 
sexual harassment claims. The news 
about O’Reilly — who allegedly 
made sexual advances to his five 
female accusers, and when rebuked, 
hurt the women’s careers — broke 
bigly recently, and more than dozen 
bailing sponsors have scrambled onto 
the high road.

Mercedes-Benz is patting itself 
on the back: “The allegations are 
disturbing and, given the impor-
tance of women in every aspect of 
our business, we don’t feel this is a 
good environment in which to adver-
tise our products right now.” Ditto 
clothing company UNTICKit: “It is 
important that our corporate partners 
reflect the same principals of inclu-
sivity and equality upon which we 
have built our brand.” Ditto the phar-
maceutical company Bayer, which 
says it “supports a safe, respectful 

and non-abusive environment for 
women.”

All very noble. But let’s not get 
carried away, because the firms are 
ultimately beholden to the business of 
making money.

These sponsors are merely shifting 
their ads to other Fox shows, which 
means that O’Reilly’s notoriety isn’t 
costing Fox News a penny. Plus, 
the network gets most of its revenue 
from licensing fees paid by cable and 
satellite operators, so it’s cushioned 
from any sponsor rebellion. And if 
the sponsors truly wanted to take a 
moral stand, they’d bail on Fox News 
entirely. After all, the network, which 
claims to have “zero tolerance” for 
sexual harassment, just renewed 
its contract with O’Reilly last year 
after it paid off female accusers. 
Unfortunately, the sponsors have 
shown no interest in cutting the cord 
completely.

Granted, ad boycotts have worked 
on occasion. MSNBC nixed the 
simulcast of Don Imus’ radio show, 
and Glenn Beck left Fox News after 
sponsors fled his TV program. But 
Bill O’Reilly may be too big to fail.

To use the mob’s terminology, 
O’Reilly is an earner. He makes $18 
million a year, which is dwarfed 
by the bucks his show brings in: 
$446 million ad-revenue dollars got 
pumped into Fox coffers between 
2014 and 2016. That’s likely deemed 
to be more important to Fox execu-
tives than the sex harassment stuff 
— like, for instance, the allegation 
that O’Reilly told one woman to buy 
a vibrator and serenaded the same 
woman by phone with masturbation 
noises.

By the way, O’Reilly says he has 
never harassed anyone, that he rou-
tinely draws accusers just because 
he’s famous, and that he and Fox 
have paid off the women because 
“I’m a father who cares deeply for 
my children ... I have put to rest any 
controversies to spare my children.” 
In February 2016 he lost custody of 

his children, who said they wanted to 
live with their mother.

Bottom line is, money talks. One 
Fox source told New York magazine’s 
Gabriel Sherman (the journalist with 
the best Fox sources), “The impact of 
these boycotts can be cosmetic. The 
feeling is, let’s keep our heads down 
and hope this blows over.”

Which may well happen. Here’s 
another remark, from a different 
source: “We’ve seen this many 
times in the past. Some of the 
advertisers that left will come back, 
and some will be replaced. Life will 
go on.”

That remark was uttered in 2012 
by Michael Harrison, who publishes 
a talk radio magazine. He was refer-
ring to Rush Limbaugh — who, at 
the time, was hemorrhaging advertis-
ers after he ridiculed a law student, 
a birth control user, as a “slut” and a 
“prostitute.” You may remember that 
flap. Scores of big-ticket advertisers, 
from Capitol One to Quicken Loans, 
said they would no longer do business 
with Rush. Critics gleefully tallied 
the boycotters and awaited Rush’s 
downfall.

Last August, Rush inked a new 
contract with his overlords at 
Premiere Radio Networks — for 
another four years. You get my point.

Perhaps Peggy Drexler, an author 
and gender scholar, is right when 
she says that the O’Reilly scandal 
will ultimately help women — “the 
more we hear about ... the mistreat-
ment of women in the workplace 
and anywhere, the more women are 
likely to band together to hasten that 
change” — but Rupert Murdoch and 
his old-boy underlings are fine with 
Fox’s toxic culture if it works for the 
balance sheet.

Dick Polman is the national 
political columnist at NewsWorks/
WHYY in Philadelphia and a “writer 
in residence” at the University of 
Philadelphia. Email him at dickpol 
man7@gmail.com.

Amanda
Burt
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The Augusta 
Chronicle on 
the I-85 bridge 
collapse:

If you’re not from around 
here, and don’t live or travel 
through Atlanta, then you 
may not realize what a big 
deal the partial collapse of 
I-85 is.

A portion of the inter-
state’s northbound bridge, 
just south of Georgia 
Highway 400, caught fire 
and collapsed March 30 in 
northeast Atlanta. Three 
people have been arrested, 
including an alleged crack 
user accused of starting the 
fire.

Atlanta traffic is legend-
arily maddening when the 
roads are intact and the sun 
is out and the winds calm. 
You can imagine what a col-
lapsed bridge on one of the 
metro area’s major arteries 
might do. Traffic there will 
be snarled even more than 
usual for months. Commerce 
will be slowed and workers 
detoured.

The Goodwill Store and 
Career Center near the 
collapse, for example, have 
been closed indefinitely.

You have to wonder how 
one alleged down-and-out 
addict with no apparent 
address can bring down an 
interstate highway. And, 
indeed, questions are being 
asked about who’s respon-
sible for the irresponsible 
storage of the combustible 
materials that appear to have 
turned this into an interstate 
inferno — which include 
“PVC and high-density poly-
ethylene pipe, which cover 
fiber optic cable,” according 
to one report.

But the remarkable con-
flagration and catastrophic 
damage to a sturdily built 
interstate bridge reveals a 
number of this society’s vul-
nerabilities.

We still have dual and 
often overlapping home-
lessness and drug addiction 
crises. We have an awful 
lot of folks with nothing 
constructive to do. We 
apparently have unprotected, 
poorly thought-out stores of 
combustible materials lying 
around.

And we have an overbur-
dened infrastructure that 
leaves us highly exposed to 
crippling obstruction when 
it’s taken away.

We need to do a certain 
number of things.

First, we need to punish 
those responsible for the 
I-85 disaster — and not 
just the one who struck the 
match.

Next, our major cities 
need to put their best minds 
to work on a 21st century 
comprehensive transpor-
tation strategy that helps 
decongest the Atlantas out 
there. Both the public and 
private sectors need to be 
involved in such matters as 
increased use of telecom-
muting, planned communi-
ties, intermodal transporta-
tion and more.

Are we maximizing 
opportunities for mass trans-
portation and home-based 
work? Is more light rail 
needed?

We also need Washington 
to weigh in — with an infra-
structure improvement bill 
that takes these and other 
factors into consideration.

This crisis — particularly 
given its apparently modest 
beginnings — needs to be 
a wake-up call to leaders at 
every level.

After the securing of our 
border, this could very well 
be our biggest domestic 
challenge.

The Savannah 
Morning News 
on efforts to 
get rid of blight 
across cities:

On its last day in session, 
the General Assembly sided 
with Savannah and other 
cities across Georgia in 
their efforts to get rid of 
blight, freshen up dilapi-

dated neighborhoods and 
encourage the creation of 
attractive, affordable hous-
ing where it’s most needed.

That all sounds lovely, 
but in fact the bill at issue 
was not without controversy. 
If signed by Gov. Nathan 
Deal into law, it will return 
to local governments some 
of the power of eminent 
domain, which they had all 
but lost a decade ago.

The legislature tightened 
the reins back then because 
cities had been abusing the 
power to take perfectly good 
property away from private 
owners and then transfer 
it to other interests under, 
say, the banner of economic 
development.

A 5-4 ruling by the U.S. 
Supreme Court in 2005 
found that economic devel-
opment was good enough 
grounds to pass constitu-
tional muster, shining a 
light on a practice abhorred 
by the public.

That’s when lawmakers 
across the country, includ-
ing in Atlanta, sprang into 
action to enact restrictions 
on eminent domain.

But those restrictions, 
passed in 2006, also 
stopped in its tracks the 
mostly successful drive 
here in Savannah to work 
with residents to rid their 
neighborhoods of blight and 
encourage revitalization. It 
wasn’t the only tool used, 
but eminent domain allowed 
the city to go into areas 
in need of help, buy aban-
doned, falling-down houses 
and weed-choked, rat-in-
fested lots, and, where titles 
were cloudy, clear them up.

With the residents 
involved in planning the 
revitalization effort, in 
Cuyler-Brownville, for 
example, there were new 
parks, spiffed up housing 
and new interest by outsid-
ers to buy houses and by 
developers to create afford-
able homes. Crime dropped.

No one was forced to sell, 
but many property owners 
were eager for the chance.

That all stopped in 2006 
when the General Assembly 
enacted a law requiring 
cities to keep property 
obtained by eminent domain 
for at least 20 years and to 
use it for public purposes in 
the meantime. Keeping the 
property in the city’s hands 
for 20 years doesn’t much 
help the neighborhoods.

That’s the law the 
legislature changed last 
week, largely at the urg-
ing of Savannah, Atlanta 
and Georgia Municipal 
Association officials. The 
20-year rule would stay in 
place, but the legislature 
carved out an exception to it 
for property that’s proved to 
be blighted.

“Our goal is to get back 
into comprehensive neigh-
borhood revitalization,” says 
city spokesman Bret Bell.

The idea is to go into 
troubled neighborhoods, 
work with residents on a 
plan, and use whatever 
tools the city has to bring 
that plan to life. Eminent 
domain is just one of those 
tools, he says.

Passing the bill was hard-
ly a sure thing, as people 
up and down the political 
spectrum are wary of giving 
government the power to 
force the seizure or sale of 
private property for some 
vague governmental inter-
est.

But there are sufficient 
safeguards in this legislation 
to ensure that the proper-
ty’s got to be in really bad 
shape, a drag on the neigh-
bors. All efforts to find 
the property owners must 
be tried, and any property 
owner will have the chance 
to dispute the city’s claim 
of abandonment or blight. 
Even then, the use of that 
property can’t change for 
five years.

We share concerns over 
giving government too 
much power to take private 
property and would oppose 
any effort to return the law 
to its pre-2006 version.

But this bill is clearly 
targeted and sufficiently 
restrictive that we believe 
it will do nothing but help 
neighborhoods in need.

We hope Mr. Deal signs it 
into law.
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