
As I reflect on the
Thanksgiving season, I am thank-
ful for a group of committed
heroes.

I would like to thank the United
Way board, Campaign Cabinet,
other volunteers, our staff
and partner agencies for the
success of the 2013 United
Way campaign so far. We
have spent the past several
months visiting with CEOs
asking for their support,
touring United Way partner
agencies, leading volunteer
projects, and hosting cam-
paign presentations. To
date, our team has complet-
ed 120 United Way cam-
paign presentations and
more than 50 tours.

Thank you to our cam-
paign chair, Bob Ringer. Bob is
definitely a superhero. He has
spent countless hours on the cam-
paign trail thanking donors, look-
ing for new opportunities and
organizing meetings. Bob
announced to the United Way
Campaign Cabinet last week that
he has raised 70 percent of this
year’s $3.5 million goal. Go team!

I am thankful for a caring and
philanthropic community. It takes
an army of everyday superheroes
to achieve United Way’s mission:
to improve lives by mobilizing the
caring power of our communities
in Northwest Georgia. I would
like to extend a thank you to a
few of our biggest supporters that
have run their company’s cam-
paign and reported their results to
United Way:

■■ BB&T
BB&T’s campaign was up this

year. The campaign coordinator
was Chris Pierce, who attended
employee presentation across the
community. Bill Davies continues
to be a United Way advocate and
serves on our board of directors. 

■■ Brown Industries
Brown Industries ran an early,

pacesetter campaign, which includ-
ed a management campaign. They
posted positive results because of
Lynn Whitworth and Stewart
Nelson’s personal participation in
the employee campaign presenta-
tions. Lynn also serves as a United
Way board member and co-chair
of the Women’s Leadership
Council.

■■ Dalton Public Schools 
Teachers and employees began

their campaigns in September and
continued through October. The
individual schools have been hav-
ing fun and also getting their stu-
dents involved by allowing them to
be creative with their own ideas
about fundraising. Nancy Zahn
was the campaign coordinator. 

■■ Dalton Utilities
Dalton Utilities runs a strong

campaign year after year. They
held a targeted leadership cam-
paign this year. Russell Witherow
was the campaign coordinator and
worked closely with United Way
in planning. The utilities campaign
was successful due to presenta-
tions where all employees were
encouraged to grow their gift. 

■■ Dorsett Industries
Dorsett’s United Way campaign

is highly supported by the compa-
ny and its management team. Bob
Goodroe coordinated the cam-
paign. This year, 16 employees
attended agency tours. Dorsett
employees participate in United

Way volunteer projects throughout
the year. Dorsett’s United Way
investment is up 12 percent over
last year.

■ Hamilton Health Care
System

Mike Stein led volun-
teers in designing and
running their campaign.
Thank you to our board
member, Shawn
Molsberger, who champi-
ons the United Way cam-
paign each year.

■■ J+J Flooring
Group

Thank you to J+J for
running a very successful
campaign which had
numerous presentations
led by Cathy Swiney and
Pat McCoy. An outstand-

ing 82 percent of J+J employees
gave to United Way this year, up 2
percent over last year. This year,
J+J employees went on United
Way tours, seeing their investment
at work in our community. 

■■ Marketing Alliance Group
Employees enjoyed United Way

tours in September so that they
could share what they learned in
the campaign presentations.
Campaign coordinator Sandy
Puckett worked closely with
United Way to ensure great presen-
tations.

■■ Shaw Industries
Shaw Industries allows employ-

ees to participate in United Way
tours and hosted the LIVE UNIT-
ED Week of Service which mobi-
lized more than 400 volunteers to
serve by completing hands on
projects. Shaw’s campaign was
very successful this year. They
hosted Leadership, Young Leaders
Society and Women’s Leadership
Council meetings, as well as
employee meetings in all facilities.
United Way values Shaw
Industries’ strategic partnership.
Thanks to Brenda Knowles for her
leadership as Shaw’s campaign
chair.

As more campaigns report, I
will share with you the impact of
our other corporate partners.

I would like to recognize
Mohawk Industries for sponsoring
Make A Difference Day for the
past 14 years. This year, 938 peo-
ple volunteered for a total of 3,154
hours, making a $70,504 impact to
the community. We look forward
to Mohawk’s continued support as
they run their campaign this
month. Thank you to Joey
Faircloth and team for leading the
Mohawk campaign this year.

With a gift to United Way, you
don’t have to choose between a hot
meal for a homebound elderly per-
son and afterschool care for youth.
Your one gift can do it all. United
Way investments are impacting
education, basic needs and health
right here in our community.

I invite you to join me in giving
to United Way. If you have not had
a chance to give, please visit
ourunitedway.org/give to pledge
online, stop by United Way at 816
S. Thornton Ave. to pick up your
pledge card, or give through pay-
roll deduction at your employer. 

Thank you for being a hero.
Thank you for giving to United
Way. And as always, thank you for
living united.

Amanda Burt is the president of
United Way of Northwest Georgia.
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Bible verse: “Enter his gates with thanksgiving
and his courts with praise; give thanks to him
and praise his name. For the Lord is good and
his love endures forever; his faithfulness contin-
ues through all generations.”

Psalm 100:4-5 
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“OK, it’s time to get off my
back! I did not direct my com-
ments about real time service
to all veterans. I was only pok-
ing fun at our former President
George W. Bush, who cannot
be classified a veteran. His DD
214 shows he was discharged
from the Texas Air National
Guard from ‘active duty train-
ing.’ Simply having ‘active
duty training’ is not enough to
meet the requirements to be a
veteran. His records contain no
entries for ‘active duty.’”

“I spotted a small blackface
statue holding a pot of flowers
in a yard in the city of Dalton

this week. I can’t believe peo-
ple still have those. I was sad-
dened and offended by it (and
I am white).”

“Hats off to Murray County
911 dispatcher that stayed on
phone with me when I called
in a house fire on Highway 76
last Wednesday next to the
flower shop. I don’t know your
name but you were very nice,
and very helpful. You did an
awesome job in getting me
help. Thank you, Murray
County fire station 1 and sta-
tion 5. You guys did an awe-
some job. Thank you all.”

“It’s good to know that a
Georgia Tech graduate (sup-
porter) can (even) read a report
citing Tech as No. 80 in creat-
ing millionaires. I’m sure their
law school, medical school and
school of veterinary graduates
relish this statistic.”

“Is there any time the
police are not in the line of
duty? The police take care of
their own. Granted they have a
bad job to do and a dangerous
job, but they are human and
they do make mistakes and
those mistakes should be
noted.”

“Sure, the judge sided with
the cops. Have you ever know
when they didn’t? And with
senators and any well-to-do,
well-known person can get
away with anything.”

“Now that Jimbo Fisher’s
quarterback has changed his
story from ‘I wasn’t there, I
don’t know nuthin’ to ‘I was
there, but it was consensual,’
we’ll find out how Jimbo
measures up to Mark Richt
(who cut his prize quarter-
back/sexual assault predator
loose). I would send my son

to Mark Richt with satisfac-
tion that a gangster would not
return.”

“For all their emphasis on
sports, sports, sports, those in
the South sure are obese.”

“My husband and I would
like to thank the Animal
Hospital on Thornton Avenue
north. Dr. Richards and his
staff are the greatest. They are
all caring and compassionate.
We would never take our
baby boy anywhere else. We
feel very confident in their
care.”

“I wish Democrats and
Republicans would stop argu-
ing with each other. Can’t you
see that both groups have
faults. All you need to ask
yourself come next elections
is, ‘Will I vote in the political
party who is currently screw-
ing me over? Who should I
vote in the party who will
screw me over?’”

“Kudos to The Daily
Citizen for their great coverage
of our dear President
Kennedy’s assassination.”

Editor’s note:
Please keep your
comments brief. If

you include a
name, please

spell it.
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(706) 272-7748
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editorial@daltoncitizen.com

Online:
www.daltonnow.com/comments

Contacting
Lawmakers

Congress

Sen. Johnny Isakson
131 Russell Senate Office
Building
Washington, DC 20510
(202) 224-3643
email: www.isakson.senate.gov

Sen. Saxby Chambliss
416 Russell Senate Office
Building
Washington, DC 20510
(202) 224-3521
email:
www.chambliss.senate.gov

Rep. Tom Graves
Washington, D.C., office
432 Cannon House Office
Building
Washington, D.C. 20515
Phone: (202) 225-5211
Fax: (202) 225-8272
email:
tomgraves.house.gov/contact

Dalton office
702 S. Thornton Ave.
Dalton, GA 30720
Phone: (706) 226-5320
Fax: (706) 278-0840

General Assembly 

Sen. Charlie Bethel
Suite 324-A, Coverdell
Legislative Office Building
Atlanta, GA 30334
(404) 656-6436
email:
charlie.bethel@senate.ga.gov

Rep. Bruce Broadrick
507-E Coverdell Legislative
Office Building
Atlanta, GA 30334
(404) 656-0202
email:
bruce.broadrick@house.ga.gov

Rep. Tom Dickson
245 State Capitol
Atlanta, GA 30334
(404) 463-2247
email:
tom.dickson@house.ga.gov

Rep. Rick Jasperse
504 Coverdell Legislative Office
Building
Atlanta, GA 30334
(404) 656-0188
email:
rick.jasperse@house.ga.gov

Rep. John Meadows
HM-1 State Capitol
Atlanta, GA 30334
(404) 656-5141
email: john.meadows@
house.ga.gov

Whitfield County Board
of Commissioners

Mike Babb, chairman
301 W. Crawford St., Dalton, GA
30720
(706) 275-7500
email: mbabb@whitfieldcounty-
ga.com

Harold Brooker
301 W. Crawford St., Dalton, GA
30720
(706) 275-7500
email: hbrooker@whitfieldcoun-
tyga.com

Lynn Laughter
301 W. Crawford St., Dalton, GA
30720
(706) 275-7500
(706) 459-4247 (cellphone)
email: llaughter@whitfieldcounty-
ga.com

Gordon Morehouse
301 W. Crawford St., Dalton, GA
30720
(706) 275-7500
email: gmorehouse@whitfield-
countyga.com

Robby Staten
301 W. Crawford St., Dalton, GA
30720
(706) 275-7500
email: rstaten@whitfieldcounty-
ga.com

Murray County Sole
Commissioner

Brittany Pittman
121 N. Fourth Ave., Chatsworth,
GA 30705
(706) 517-1400
email: mcgovt@windstream.net

Dalton City Council
To email council members, visit
www.cityofdalton-ga.gov, click on
government, then city council.

David Pennington, mayor
300 W. Waugh St., Dalton GA
30721
(706) 226-0184, ext. 2332

Gary Crews
300 W. Waugh St., Dalton GA
30721
(706) 581-5744

Dick Lowrey
300 W. Waugh St., Dalton GA
30721
(706) 483-6702

George Sadosuk
300 W. Waugh St., Dalton GA
30721
(706) 264-3963

Denise Wood
300 W. Waugh St., Dalton GA
30721
(706) 280-6779

Whitfield County 
Board of Education

Louis Fordham, chairman
P.O. Box 1287, Dalton, GA
30722-1287
(706) 980-4154
email:
louis_fordham@whitfield.k12.ga.
us

Bill Worley, vice chairman
131 Foothill Drive, Dalton, GA
30720
(706) 217-6723
email: billworley56@yahoo.com

Thomas Barton
3094 Hunter Circle, Dalton GA
30721
(706) 277-3737
email: thomas_barton@whit-
field.k12.ga.us

Rodney Lock
427 Blue Water Way, Dalton, GA
30721
(706) 278-1053
email:
rodney_lock@whitfield.k12.ga.us

Tony Stanley
278 Partridge Way, Tunnel Hill,
GA 30755
(706) 673-7252
email: tony_stanley@whitfield.
k12.ga.us

Dalton Board of Education

Danny Crutchfield, 
chairman
(706) 226-4528
email: danny.crutchfield@dal-
ton.k12.ga.us

Mark Orr, vice chairman
(706) 226-3769
email:
mark.orr@dalton.k12.ga.us

Rick Fromm
(706) 275-6962
email: rick.fromm@
dalton.k12.ga.us

Tulley Johnson
(706) 226-6004
email:
tulley.johnson@dalton.k12.ga.us

Steve Williams
(706) 278-1553
email:
steve.williams@dalton.k12.ga.us

To write a board member, send
letters to the central office at P.O.
Box 1408, 300 W. Waugh St.,
Dalton, GA 30722-1408.

Murray County
Board of Education

Frank Adams, District 1
(Ramhurst)
(706) 618-1615
recycle99@msn.com

Sam Bright, District 2
(Bullpen)
54 Bright Road, Chatsworth, GA
30705

Becky Whaley, District 3 (Eton)
P.O. Box 24, Cisco, GA 30708
(706) 328-3628

Greg Shoemaker, District 4
(Northwest)
66 Mount Moriah Road,
Chatsworth, GA 30705
(706) 695-6629

Robbie Moore, District 5 (City)
218 Rollie Ave., Chatsworth, GA
30705
(706) 313-2796

Brenda Sandlin, District 6
(Spring Place)
2739 Tibbs Bridge Road,
Chatsworth, GA 30705
(706) 695-0207 

Jackie Rogers, District 7
(At Large)
333 Wildwood Drive,
Chatsworth, GA 30705
(706) 695-2668

OUR  VIEW

Emery Center
preserves
Dalton history

Nine thank yous

The holiday season brings memories and
meditations on family and friends, including
those long lost.

But after this holiday season, memories
could be all Dalton has left of the Emery
Center. The center served as Dalton’s only
school for black students for more than 40
years and now serves as a museum and educa-
tional facility for the city’s history, especially
that of its black community.

But it needs to raise $60,000 by year’s end
to make needed repairs or it will have to close
its doors.

The Emery Center leases the old school
building from the city of Dalton but is respon-
sible for all maintenance and repairs to the
building. That’s typical in all leases of city
buildings to outside groups.

But the Emery Center operates on a shoe-
string budget, just $13,000 to $14,000 a year,
which comes from tour groups, donations and
some small grants. It is staffed only by volun-
teers and has no employees. The center’s
budget is so small that officials say they’ve
rarely qualified for grants and usually only
small ones because they don’t have to the
money for the matching funds most large
grants require.

So they haven’t had the money to make
needed repairs to the 89-year-old building.

It now needs a new heating, ventilation and
air conditioning (HVAC) system, which is esti-
mated to cost $60,000. The center also needs
to replace sections of the roof, estimated to
cost $20,000; the gutters, $1,200; and the fire
alarm system needs repairs and an upgrade.

A city that forgets where it came from may
have trouble figuring out where it needs to go.
Losing the Emery Center would be a blow to
all of Dalton. If you can help it all, please con-
sider donating what you can by mailing a
check to P.O. Box 1831, Dalton, GA 30722.
For more information contact the center at
(706) 277-7633, Curtis Rivers at (706) 280-
7695 or visit emerycenter.org. 


