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ViewpointsThe First Amendment: Congress shall make no law respecting an estab-
lishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging 
the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably 
to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

With the holiday season 
upon us, my mailboxes are 
filling up with opportunities 
to give to various causes, 
both locally and globally. 
With so many options, how 
can we be sure our dollars 
are having an impact and 
are being used in the most 
efficient and effective way 
to help the most people?

At United Way of 
Northwest Georgia, we 
have a team of committed 
volunteers who focus on 
just that — meet-
ing the needs of 
our friends and 
neighbors in the 
most fiscally 
responsible way. 
Think about it like 
this: if an agency 
applies for and is 
awarded funding 
through the United 
Way Community 
Solutions pro-
cess, this is the 
charitable equiv-
alent of Good 
Housekeeping’s 
seal of approval.

Meet United Way’s 
Community Solutions vol-
unteers. Bob Spahn of Shaw 
Industries chairs the 2017 
committee. Bob has volun-
teered on this committee 
since 2005. He has seen 
how the economy locally 
has affected the needs in 
the community and how 
United Way’s emphasis on 
making basic need services 
a priority helped people in 
our community get back on 
their feet.

With the funds raised 
during the annual cam-
paign, we distribute the 
dollars effectively and effi-
ciently to meet the needs of 
our community. We rely on 
our volunteers to determine 
the appropriate distribution 
of these funds to the quality 
programs provided by local 
agencies. The volunteers 
begin in March with an 
orientation. During the year, 
they visit local agency part-
ners, study their requests 
for funding, and review the 
financial position of each 
partner before funding is 
recommended to United 
Way‘s Board of Directors 
in December. Volunteer 
participation allows our 
United Way to continue to 
lead the nonprofit sector 
in the call for transparent 
accountability and making 
a difference in the lives of 
our neighbors.

Caring for families 
and children

Your contribution helps 
our community create home 
and school environments 
where children and youth 
have opportunities to learn, 
be secure and prepare to 
be productive adults. The 
family services panel is 
chaired by Rachel Fisher of 
Shaw Industries. Her panel 
includes: Ruth Lee Hair, 
Suzie Hansen, Kevin Nolan, 
Lori Roberts, Veronica 
Rollins and Dean Stamper.

Youth services
This panel is chaired 

by Tommy Johnson of 
Engineered Floors. His 
panel includes: John 
Cowart, Jennifer Dean, 
James Dixon, Nathan 

Donahue, James Gordy, 
Lisa Hackney, Tatum 
Hackney, Sandra Hewitt, 
Jim Keen, Phillip Seeley 
and Erika Vaassen.

Caring for our 
neighbors

Your contribution helps 
meet basic needs for food, 
clothing, safe shelter and 
emergency assistance.

The basic needs panel is 
chaired by Allison Oxford, 
NC GA Learning Resource 

System. Her 
panel includes: 
Mike Brigman, 
Larry Morgan, 
Mark Rogers, 
Joanie Taylor, 
Wendy Tieck and 
Catherine Wiggins.

Counseling and 
advocacy

This panel is 
chaired by Bill 
Brueckner, Shaw 
Industries, who is 
also the commit-
tee vice-chair and 

will become the chair in 
2018. His panel includes: 
Tracy Corbin, Dennis Hart, 
David Hungerpiller, Jevin 
Jensen, Phenna Petty and 
Stephanie Seay.

Caring for the 
elderly and people 
with special needs

Your contribution helps 
the elderly remain indepen-
dent and ensures dignity for 
those facing physical and 
mental limitations. David 
Wilkerson, Shaw Industries, 
chairs this panel and 
includes: Gene Autry, Steve 
Bartoo, Candi Hampton, 
Russell Headrick, Ron 
Johnson, Brett Smith, and 
Laura Smith.

Admissions and 
qualifications

Patrick Sain, Material 
Handling, is the former 
chair and oversees admis-
sions and qualifications 
with the help of Randy 
Selby, Anita Thornton and 
Shanda Wein.

During the season of 
Thanksgiving, I give 
thanks for these dedicated 
volunteers and our United 
Way board members who 
exemplify servant leader-
ship. If you know any of 
these wonderful people, 
please thank them for their 
commitment to improving 
lives and building a stronger 
community.

As you think about your 
holiday giving, please 
consider an investment 
that works 365 days a 
year in our local commu-
nity. Together, we will 
make great things happen. 
Campaign Chairman Joe 
Young, Engineered Floors, 
has a goal of $3.9 million 
and needs your help to get 
there. Learn more about 
Joe at bit.ly/joeyoung17 and 
how you can help improve 
lives and strengthen our 
community. Gifts can be 
made online at ourunited-
way.org/give or checks can 
be mailed to P.O. Box 566, 
Dalton, GA 30722.

Amanda Burt is the pres-
ident of the United Way of 
Northwest Georgia.

Working together to make 
our schools world class

A common thread that 
runs through our commu-
nity is a strong desire to 
see our schools become 
world class.

As I’ve 
talked 
to many 
people 
and 
groups 
over the 
last few 
months 
about the 
need for 
a new 
school 
for our 
students, 
no one 
ever disagreed that our 
schools could and should 
provide a high quality 
education for every child. 
While we may differ in 
our approach to evaluating 
student success, all of us 
see the critical responsi-
bility that our schools, and 
the students we prepare, 
share in making our com-
munity a great place to live 
and work.

It’s no exaggeration that 

the passage of the gen-
eral obligation bond is a 
game-changer for our stu-
dents and teachers. Room 
to learn with this additional 
space will not improve 
student achievement on 
its own. However, a new 
school will eliminate one 
of the significant barri-
ers to meeting the needs 
of our students —which is 
that Dalton Public Schools 
has the largest schools in 
the area. Smaller schools 
provide more opportunity 
for teachers to connect with 
students, students to con-
nect to school and for par-
ents, teachers and adminis-
trators to partner together 
for the benefit students.  
And, yes, as funds become 
available, we expect to 
reduce the student-to-teach-
er ratio in our classrooms, 
which should have a direct 
positive correlation to stu-
dent achievement. 

Beginning next week, 
the architect will meet 
with district administra-
tion to begin planning 
for site preparation for 
the new school. We have 

reached out to our finan-
cial counselor to begin 
what we expect to be a six-
month process for issuing 
the bonds. After almost 10 
years of discussions, stud-
ies and planning, many 
are anxious to see ground 
broken on the proposed 
grades 6-7 school. My 
team and I are excited to 
continue planning how this 
new grade configuration 
can enhance our academic 
and vocational offerings at 
the secondary level.

Thank you to everyone 
who voted in the election, 
whether you voted for 
or against the bond. One 
of our district’s goals 
is to continue to work 
hard to build trust with 
you by keeping students 
at the forefront of our 
decision-making, main-
taining open communica-
tion, respecting differing 
opinions and encouraging 
partnerships in our com-
munity.  Dalton Public 
Schools wants and needs 
your support. Our students 
deserve to experience 
a community that is as 

encouraging and support-
ive as the schools they 
attend.

As we move into the 
season of Thanksgiving, 
I am grateful to live in 
a democracy where an 
individual’s voice can be 
expressed by casting a 
vote during an election. 
I’m thankful to work in 
a district founded more 
than 131 years ago when 
the city forefathers acted 
on their vision to provide 
an excellent education 
to the children of Dalton 
through the creation of a 
public school district. I am 
thankful that so many have 
carried that vision forward 
throughout our history and 
that this community cast 
its vote in the continuation 
of that vision. I invite and 
strongly encourage you 
to visit one of our schools 
and get involved. We need 
and want your support in 
making our schools world 
class.

Don Amonett is the 
interim superintendent of 
Dalton Public Schools.

Special elections finally go Democrats’ way
A special election — actual-

ly, three of them — finally went 
Democrats’ way in Georgia. After 
the bonfire of the punditries that 
was their expensive bust in the 6th 
Congressional District, these suc-
cesses are herald-
ed as the omen of 
a blue restoration 
in state govern-
ment.

Republicans are 
right to be con-
cerned about 2018, 
but not because 
of these election 
results.

Special-election 
upsets are notori-
ously fleeting. In 
2015, a Republican 
named Janice Van 
Ness squeaked out a surprise win 
in a heavily Democratic Senate 
district covering parts of DeKalb, 
Newton and Rockdale counties by 
84 votes. In the general election 
last year, she lost to the same oppo-
nent by 41 percentage points. The 
difference? Just 7,646 people voted 
in the special election; a year later, 
71,611 did. The Democratic faithful 
who’d skipped the off-cycle contest 
showed up and voted as expected.

We might forecast a similar mar-
ket correction in the two Athens-
area districts Democrats won this 
past week. Turnout there was about 
40 percent of the level from last 

November, with about two-thirds 
of the drop-off coming in the 
reliably Republican counties. The 
results should look different next 
November.

In Senate District 6, which 
covers parts of Cobb and Fulton, 
Republicans won a slim majority of 
the votes cast. The problem is those 
votes were divided among five can-
didates, and a pair of Democrats 
threaded the needle to lock up both 
spots in a December runoff. That 
district is more evenly divided than 
the Athens districts, but higher 
turnout next year should bode well 
for the GOP there, too.

If the special-election results 
aren’t what should scare 
Republicans, what should? Try the 
fairly weak field for next year’s top-
of-the-ticket race for governor.

I have lost count of how many 
times this year I’ve heard two things. 
The first is a lament by someone who 
had recently attended a fund-raiser 
for one of the Republicans and came 
away uninspired.

Party loyalists are worried. I hear 
little faith in the two biggest names, 
Lt. Gov. Casey Cagle and Secretary 
of State Brian Kemp. There were 
high hopes for state Sen. Hunter 
Hill, and it’s not over for him, 
but nor has there been a surge in 
his direction. State Sen. Michael 
Williams is running as Donald 
Trump, but without the money, 
fame or charm. A political newcom-

er, Clay Tippins, doesn’t seem to 
be catching on (or these panicked 
conversations would be going dif-
ferently).

The anxiety is even spreading 
to ordinary voters I hear from. If 
Democrats can field a strong candi-
date (which isn’t a lock) and if the 
national political tide turns in their 
favor (which looks more likely), 
they might break through in a race 
that still ought to favor the GOP.

That brings me to the second 
thing I keep hearing: Is it too late 
for someone else to get in the race?

The 2018 primary is six months 
away, so the idea someone could 
jump in now and compete with 
campaigns that have been months, 
if not years, in the making would 
normally be far-fetched. It probably 
still is.

But that isn’t stopping some sea-
soned Republicans from asking 
around. They know it would take 
someone with an existing base 
of support, pretty good name ID, 
money (or the network to raise 
it), motivation and ambition. Who 
might fit their profile? How about a 
member of Congress who represents 
a deep-red district and has some 
pull within the party?

Doug Collins, call your office.​

Dalton native Kyle Wingfield is a 
columnist for The Atlanta Journal-
Constitution. Reach him and read 
more at www.bit.ly/KyleWingfield.
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