
Not all superheroes
wear a cape.

Some wear a ladies
business suit and carry a
purse.

Local superwoman,
Celeste Creswell, has
served as our United Way
board chair for the past
year, using her heroic
powers to meet the most
pressing needs in our
community. 

“At the close of last
year’s annual meeting,
when I assumed the role of
board chair, I shared a
video featuring Kid
President and challenged
United Way and our com-
munity to ‘be awesome,’”
Celeste said. “As I reflect a
year later, I have to say, we
have risen to the challenge
and exceeded even my own
expectations of what ‘awe-
some’ could be.”

“The 2013 campaign led
by Bob Ringer and his cam-
paign cabinet set an aggres-
sive pledge goal of $3.5
million. I hope that you will
join me at United Way’s
Superhero Celebration and
Annual Meeting on March
3 at 3:30 p.m. at Stage 123
in Downtown Dalton to
uncover a few superheroes,
hear an update on the
progress of our fundraising
efforts, and learn more
about the impact United
Way is having across our
community.

“Thanks to 9,548 indi-
vidual donors and 47 com-
panies who responded to
the call to fill human serv-
ice gaps in our community,
thousands of lives are being
improved in Whitfield and
Murray counties,” Celeste
commented about her year
of service.  

But who is this woman
behind all these good
deeds?

Meet Celeste Creswell.
Celeste is a Whitfield

County native and a gradu-
ate of Northwest Whitfield
High School.

When I asked Celeste
about her hobbies, she
replied, “I am an avid col-
lege football, basketball,
and professional tennis fan.
I love to play tennis now,
and I loved to play all
sports back when I could ...
well ... run. I tore my right
ACL during a basketball
game my senior year of
high school; my team was
ranked number 1 in one
state at the time. Whenever

I try to snow
ski, all I can
think about is
falling and
tearing my
ACL again.
Consequently,
I much prefer
après-ski
activities. I
learned to
water ski
when I was
about six,
with two skis

duct taped together. I
learned to slalom when I
was 8. It took hours before
I finally got up, but I would
not get into the boat until I
managed a 30-second ride.”

She earned a bachelor of
science degree in decision
science from Berry College
and a juris doctor from the
University of Georgia
School of Law.

After law school, she
served as a law clerk to the
Honorable Curtis L. Collier
of the U.S. District Court
for the Eastern District of
Tennessee in Chattanooga.
When Celeste finished her
judicial clerkship, she prac-
ticed with several law firms
in Atlanta before returning
home to Dalton in 2007 and
joining the Miller & Martin
law firm, where she concen-
trates her practice on busi-
ness and intellectual proper-
ty litigation.

Upon returning to
Dalton, Celeste found
United Way’s Young
Leaders Society to be a
great way to reconnect
through fellowship and
service with other young
professionals interested in
making Dalton/Whitfield
County an even better place
to live.

Celeste has served as a
member of United Way’s
Community Investment
Committee, Women’s
Leadership Council, Young
Leaders Society and Alexis
de Tocqueville Society.

She currently leads the
organization as the chair of
the board of directors. 

Extending her communi-
ty involvement beyond
United Way, Celeste is a
member and Deacon of
ChristChurch Presbyterian
of Dalton, a member of the
2009 Leadership Dalton-
Whitfield class, and has
served on the Dalton-
Whitfield County Charter
and Consolidation
Commission and the Board

of Governors of the State
Bar of Georgia. 

Celeste shared with me,
“In my perfect dream
world, I would have been
an Olympic athlete (any
sport really, and a medal =
bonus) who married another
Olympic athlete and had
three kids, followed by a
career as a trial lawyer, fic-
tion writer and chef, culmi-
nating in appointment to the
United States Supreme
Court. However, I love my
life living in Downtown
Dalton where I like to cook
and entertain in my home. I
also love my career as a
lawyer, where I advocate
for the interests of my
clients in state and federal
courts in Georgia,
Tennessee and across the
nation.”

As a member of the
community, she enjoys
advocating on behalf of
United Way of Northwest
Georgia, its partner agen-
cies and the people it
serves.

When asked why she
chose to become involved
with United Way, Celeste
said, “Long ago, during
summer break from college,
I helped my sister-in-law
when she taught the first
pre-K class for Dalton
Public Schools. That experi-
ence opened my eyes to
needs and difficult circum-

stances that I had no idea
existed just miles from my
safe, happy home. I had a
similar experience when I
returned to Dalton and
toured the United Way part-
ner agencies.

“I saw firsthand the
important work they do on
a daily basis — work that
has a positive and direct
impact on the lives of peo-
ple who need help to rise
above or succeed in their
circumstances. I wanted to
be a part of supporting and
sustaining their work. That
led to service on the
Community Investment
committee, where I watched
80-plus community leaders
spend countless hours visit-
ing with the agencies and
poring over financial
records in an effort to put
every dollar to its highest
and best use in the commu-
nity.”

For her commitment to
not just wearing the Live
United T-shirt, but living it,
I salute board chair Celeste
Creswell for exuding super
human skill, judicious lead-
ership and improving edu-
cation, basic needs, and
health of Northwest
Georgia’s residents.

Amanda Burt is the pres-
ident of United Way of
Northwest Georgia.
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The Telegraph,
Macon, on a really
good idea

State Rep. Bubber Epps,
R-Dry Branch, has come up
with an absolutely brilliant
idea.

Following a Georgia
Senate effort to force the
state to use the $1 per tire
disposal fee to help clean up
landfills, Epps is attempting
the same thing when it comes
to special wildlife car tags.
People pay the extra fees in a
number of different areas
such as colleges and universi-
ties and branches of the mili-
tary because they want other
drivers to know what they
support. And they believe,
mistakenly, that the extra
money for the tag goes to
support those causes, includ-
ing wildlife conservation.

There is a dirty little
secret that’s not so secret
anymore. When a driver
plops down his or her $80
($35 fee, $20 registration fee
and a one-time $25 manufac-
turing fee) to purchase the
wildlife conservation — trout
or bobwhite quail — prestige
tags most of the money hits
the state’s treasury, not con-
servation efforts. Epps’ bill,
HB 730, would lower the $35
annual fee to $25 and send
$20 of that amount to land
acquisition and other land
management and habitat pro-
grams. That still sends $25
annually ($5 plus the $20
registration fee) to the gener-
al fund.

Makes a lot of sense, does-
n’t it? The state rakes in $2
million from this bait-and-
switch scheme and even more
from other fees targeted to go
for stated purposes but ending
up in the general fund.

The state should follow its
own Department of
Consumer Affairs when it
comes to truth in advertising
and stop this tax-disguised-
as-a-fee charade.

The Augusta
Chronicle on
immigration reform:

Republicans came to their
senses on immigration
reform by deciding inaction
was the best course of action.
We couldn’t agree more.

The GOP finally realized
the futility of drafting mean-
ingful legislation with a
Democrat-controlled Senate
and a president who has indi-
cated he’ll undo anything he
dislikes with the stroke of a
pen.

Any attempt at “compre-
hensive” reform under these
circumstances would, at best,
result in a new slew of costly-
but-ineffective measures and,
at worst, the president’s goal
of outright citizenship for the
nation’s more than 11 million
Democrat-leaning illegal
immigrants.

Have we forgotten the last
attempt at massive “reform”
legislation — the debacle
known as Obamacare?

Better to hold off until
after mid-term elections
when, hopefully, common
sense will be more in vogue
in Washington. Besides, ille-
gal immigrants aren’t going
anywhere; lax enforcement
of existing laws assures us
that.

Immigration “reform”
was a Democrat-Republican
suicide pact in which only
Republicans pulled the trig-
ger. Thank heavens they did-
n’t go through with it.

The Union-
Recorder,
Milledgeville, on
increasing recycling

Over the past few months
a small group of local volun-
teers has worked to breath
new life into the Keep
M i l l e d g ev i l l e - B a l d w i n
Beautiful initiative.

But they can’t do it alone
— and they shouldn’t be
charged with that responsi-
bility.

Whether we realize it or
not, unsightly displays along
roadsides, in neighborhoods
and near our corridors affects

everyone — and it affects the
way others view all of
Baldwin County. When we
think about it in these terms
we should all see the need to
bring this issue into every-
one’s focus.

Only then, when litter
shifts into the purview of the
entire community’s focus,
will we see lasting change.

Anyone who takes a short
drive around town can see
fairly quickly that support for
a community-wide litter ini-
tiative is sorely needed.

Yet, groups and efforts
have formed in the past but
eventually lost momentum
and fallen by the wayside due
to lack of support

The reality is, however,
that in order to be truly effec-
tive the efforts mustn’t be
about cleanup alone.

We must work from the
grassroots to change the cul-
ture of the community so that
we all realize the conse-
quences of litter and want to
do better by our own commu-
nity.

Educating people is the
primary step.

Education is needed on all
age levels to prevent litter
from ever forming. One solu-
tion might be taking the anti-
littering message into class-
rooms, where volunteers
speak to young people about
the harmful impact.
Reaching the youth also pro-
vides an avenue to reach
adults as well because the
students can help educate
their parents. Perhaps local
garden clubs can also get
involved, and other nonprof-
its should be included in the
education component as
well.

Another way to get the
word out could be signage;
putting up billboards and
other signs around town
detailing the consequences of
littering — and contact infor-
mation on how to report the
crime when we see others in
the act.

People often forget that
littering is first and foremost
a crime and that millions of
dollars each year are spent
addressing the issue.

We don’t often think
about this when we’re driv-
ing along or tossing a bottle
or can out the window.

Cleanups, spearheaded by
the volunteers, a number of
whom are members of the
local Young Professionals
organization, have been con-
ducted at the industrial park
and at the airport. Yet, their
efforts seem to continue to
fall under the radar. Signage
could also help to generate
more awareness about these
efforts and get more volun-
teers involved.

Corridors are of particular
significance because they
usher in visitors to a commu-
nity and help to form their
first impression. 

No one should want that
first impression to be one
with roadways strewn with
litter. Placing signs at these
locations could serve as
another reminder.

How a community looks
has a key impact into the
overall quality of life.
Communities littered with
trash reflect disregard or
unconcern not only for the
physical environment, dam-
aging neighborhoods’ natural
beauty, but it also negatively
impacts property values and
oftentimes gives off the
impression that local resi-
dents simply do not care.

Research indicates that
the average American throws
out 4.5 pounds of trash and
litter a day.

Given the volume of trash
that is already there, one can
only imagine the result if
everyone discarded even half
of that amount along our
roadways.

Whether we realize it or
not litter is a reflection on all
of us. It’s like inviting people
to our home and allowing
them to trash it.

Why would anyone want
that?

We must change the com-
munity culture from top to
bottom on littering through
education and awareness in
order to put a stop to it.

The Weekly Wrapup
Opinions from around Georgia Meet Superwoman Celeste Creswell

Amanda
Burt

Dalton resident Celeste Creswell puts out the call
to all superheroes to attend the United Way’s annu-
al meeting March 3.

For all those who have
spent the last couple of
months shoveling out a car,
you should know we’re at
the tail end of awards sea-
son.

And best be advised to
hunker in a bunker wearing
a Kevlar overcoat, because
gold plated statues are being
tossed about like air kisses
at a gown fitting.

Like clouds of bathroom
hair spray during Oscar
nominee luncheons. Like
jaded eyes at a press screen-
ing of “Transformers 4.”

We here at Durstco are
not too proud to jump eyes
wide shut headfirst onto the
shiny awards bandwagon
with a great flying leap and
sticky squid tentacle sleeves
to prevent overshooting. In
our dubious presentations,
eligible recipients are the
phony, pompous and duplic-
itous. Elected officials pre-
dominate, but anyone in the
news qualifies as a nominee.

Finally, we’d like to
thank our friends and family
and everybody like us and
us. And all you kids out
there growing up different,
trying to hang onto a dream.
Because without dreams,
you’re like a Rottweiler
without a spleen.

So now, running the risk
of spraining a wrist patting
ourselves on the back, here
they are — the 2014

Poli t ical
A n i m a l
Awards.

• THE
W E ’ L L
C R O S S
T H A T
BRIDGE
W H E N
W E
C O M E
TO IT
AWARD:
C h r i s
Christie.

• BEST DISAPPEAR-
ING ACT: Mitt Romney.

• WORST DISAPPEAR-
ING ACT: Bill Clinton.

• THE CHRIS
CHRISTIE BIG SHOES TO
FILL AWARD: Wisconsin
Gov. Scott Walker.

• THE LET’S ALL
HOLD HANDS AND SING
KUMBAYA AWARD: U.S.
President Barack Obama.

• THE LET’S NOT ALL
HOLD HANDS AND SING
KUMBAYA AWARD:
Russian President Vladimir
Putin.

• THE “OH GOD NO,
NOT YOU AGAIN”
AWARD: Ted Nugent.

• THE THINKING
THROUGH HIS WRONG
BRAIN AWARD: French
President Francois
Hollande.

• THE WHY WON’T
ANYONE RETURN MY
CALLS AWARD: Michele

Bachmann.
• THE DUMBER THAN

HE LOOKS AWARD:
Toronto Mayor Rob Ford.

• THE NOT AS DUMB
AS HIS HAIR LOOKS
AWARD: Donald Trump.
Again.

• THE GROCERY
SHOPPING WITH
SALMAN RUSHDIE
AWARD: Edward Snowden.

• THE IF HE WAS A
HORSE, THEY WOULD
HAVE SHOT HIM 10
YEARS AGO AWARD:
Senate Minority Leader
Harry Reid.

• BEST MAKE OVER:
The Vatican.

• THE PIXIE DUST
AWARD: A gift from we
Baby Boomers to all the
Gen Xers who start turning
50 next year.

• THE WE ARE THE
EVIL EMPIRE AWARD:
The U.S. Defense
Department for using drone
strikes on American citi-
zens.

• THE MOST EFFEC-
TIVE SPOKESPERSON
EVER FOR FAMILY
PLANNING AWARD: Kim
Jong-un.

• PROOF THAT SOME
SPECIES EAT THEIR
YOUNG FOR A REASON
AWARD: Justin Bieber.

• THE MANNEQUINS
R’ US LIFELIKE AWARD:
Wresting it away from Al

Gore, John Kerry.
• THE WON’T EVEN

STEP FOOT IN AN OLIVE
GARDEN AWARD:
Amanda Knox.

• BEST ACHIEVE-
MENT IN TECHNICOL-
OR: House Majority Leader
John Boehner.

• THE MOST IMPOR-
TANT PERSON IN AMER-
ICA AWARD: For the third
year in a row ... Ruth Bader
Ginsburg’s doctor.

• BEST ACTRESS:
Hillary Clinton for her con-
vincing portrayal of a
woman unsure of her role in
the 2016 presidential race.

• THE HEY GUYS. I’M
STILL IN THE ROOM
AWARD: Vice President Joe
Biden.

• THE YOUR 15 MIN-
UTES WERE UP 30 MIN-
UTES AGO AWARD:
Anthony Weiner.

• THE LEAST LIKELY
TO WIN THE NAACP’S
WOMAN OF THE YEAR
AWARD AWARD: Megyn
Kelly.

• THE TED CRUZ MAN
OF THE YEAR AWARD:
Ted Cruz.

Will Durst is a political
comedian who has per-
formed around the world.
He is a familiar pundit on
television and radio. Email
him at durst@caglecar-
toons.com.

Drum roll please ... presenting the
2014 Political Animal Awards

Will
Durst


