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Legacy of leadership:
 Meet Joe Young

Each year, the United 
Way is privileged to work 
with champions to improve 
the lives of everyone in our 
community. We’ve worked 
with many wonderful lead-
ers over the years to raise 
funds and meet critical 
needs in the most effective 
ways. In 1967 
and 1968, our 
campaign was led 
by Mr. Robert E. 
Shaw. Mr. Shaw 
has a passion for 
northwest Georgia 
and for United 
Way. He has 
passed that pas-
sion and tradition 
as a champion for 
northwest Georgia 
to his grandson, 
Joe Young. Joe 
is the guy who 
is making “Great Things 
Happen” this year with 
United Way.

Joe has worked with 
Engineered Floors full 
time since 2012. He holds 
a bachelor’s degree in mar-
keting from the University 
of Georgia. He stays busy 
as the Home Depot busi-
ness manager, but he still 
finds time to give back by 
serving as the 2017 United 
Way campaign chair and 
a United Way board mem-
ber. Joe believes in United 
Way because “It’s the most 
effective way to meet the 
needs in our community. 
You never have to worry 
when you give to United 
Way. You know it stays 
here in northwest Georgia 

and improves the lives of 
people right here, year-
round.”

When he’s not out 
improving lives, Joe enjoys 
golfing, traveling and 
watching UGA football. 
He has an adorable English 
springer spaniel, Daisy, 

who you can see 
making appear-
ances alongside 
him. Look for 
Joe and Daisy 
on our campaign 
thermometer 
board on the cor-
ner of Thornton 
and Walnut this 
week. Joe has an 
identical twin, 
Will, who also 
has a passion for 
United Way. Will 
serves on the 2017 

United Way Campaign 
Cabinet.

Please join me in 
thanking Joe as we begin 
another year of mobiliz-
ing donors, advocates and 
volunteers to fight for the 
education, basic needs and 
health of every person in 
our community. Last year 
United Way touched the 
lives of almost 60,000 
people in Whitfield and 
Murray counties.

Join us on Tuesday, 
Sept. 19, at 6 p.m. at 
Dalton Green for our 
Kickoff Block Party & 
CEO Trike Race. Joe, his 
Campaign Cabinet, and 
the United Way board 
will announce the 2017 
campaign goal at 6 p.m., 

followed by the CEO 
Trike Race. At 7 p.m. 
Barrelhouse will perform 
in the park. Dinner tickets 
will be sold at the event 
for $10 for adults and $5 
for kids 12 and under. 
Thanks for joining us in 
improving lives in our 
community. Together, 
we make Great Things 
Happen.

Legacy of Leadership
Year and United Way 

campaign chair
1952: Frank Percy and 

W.M. Barganier
1953: A.L. Azhary Jr. 

and Dan Amaker
1954: David Hamilton 

and Tom McKoy
1955: Marion Simms
1956: Clarence Johnson
1957: Joe Ginsburg and 

R.E. Hamilton
1958: Gibb Watts and 

Jerry Gold
1959: Rollins Jolly and 

Frank McCarty
1960: Wilson Rogers
1961: Dr. Gilbert and 

Harry Moore
1962: Art Wink and Bill 

Bice
1963: Clifford Hale
1964: W.K. Inman
1965: Robert Rutland
1966: James Miller and 

Norris Little
1967: Norris Little and 

Bob Shaw
1968: Bob Shaw
1969: Bill Steve
1970: Earl Ball
1971: John Hackett
1972: Pat Broaddus
1973: Jack Rogers

1974: James Kaye
1975: Paul Diamond
1976: Daylon Williams
1977: Daylon Williams
1978: Gordon Sweenie
1979: Joe Szollosi
1980: David Price
1981: David Price
1982: Charles Allgood
1983: Carole Jones
1984: Chip Sellers
1985: Bud Morrison
1986: Trammell Scott
1987: Joe Stubbs
1988: Jim Jolly
1989: Tom Ramsey
1990: Elvin Farrar
1991: Stan Crawford
1992: Skeeter Pierce
1993: Charles Hendry
1994: Brad Rowe
1995: Cleon Sumner
1996: Doug Squillario
1997: Frank Thomason
1998: Dawn Sanders
1999: Danny Morgan
2000: Don Cope
2001: Thomas Poston
2002: Vance Bell
2003: Rich Sparzani
2004: Bryan Hair
2005: Mitch Sanford
2006: David Renz
2007: Pete Sigmon
2008: David Gregg
2009: Marybeth 

Meadows
2010: Rhett Orr
2011: Bill Davies
2012: Kevin Sanders
2013: Bob Ringer
2014: Brian Anderson
2015: J.T. Finley
2016: Tom Bundros
 
Amanda Burt is the pres-

ident of the United Way of 
Northwest Georgia. 

Should Democrats do a deal for Dreamers?
Let’s stick with the story about 

the Dreamers — the 800,000 young 
immigrants Trump wants to kick 
out of the country — because we 
need to talk about the Democrats. 
You may remember the Democrats. 
They’re the people who need a crow-
bar to break into the news 
cycle.

But if they can refrain 
from embarrassing them-
selves by refighting 2016, 
they could play a pivotal role 
in saving the Dreamers from 
deportation. In theory, any-
way. It depends on what price 
they’d be willing to pay.

As you know, Trump 
said the Dreamers must go. 
But after nixing President 
Obama’s 2012 executive 
action, he punted the issue 
to Congress for the next 
six months. The big question now 
is whether these alleged lawmak-
ers — many of whom couldn’t find 
the bathroom if you gave them a 
compass — have the wherewithal to 
do a decent deal. Scores of House 
Republicans won’t lift a finger to 
help the Dreamers because they’re 
cleaved to the white-grievance vot-
ers in their gerrymandered districts, 
so any hopes for legislation would 
likely hinge on the Democrats (who 
are overwhelmingly pro-Dreamer) 
joining forces with a small but suffi-
cient number of willing Republicans.

The hitch, however, is that those 
willing Republicans are likely to 
insist that the Democrats give up 
something in return. That way, 
Republicans would get some cover 
with the anti-immigrant base. (It 
doesn’t matter that 76 percent of 
Americans want the Dreamers 
to stay; the GOP is hostage to its 
base.) And Trump, depending on 
what tweets you read on a given 

day, could similarly insist that the 
Democrats agree to a tradeoff. A 
proposed deal may well look like 
this:

The Dreamers, brought to America 
as children, will be allowed to stay in 
the only country they’ve ever known 

— if Democrats agree to vote 
for a bill that also earmarks a 
few billion bucks for Trump’s 
border wall. (Wait, wasn’t 
Mexico supposed to pay for 
the wall, not the American 
taxpayer? Never mind.)

Or maybe the deal looks 
something like this:

The Dreamers will be 
allowed to stay in America 
— if Democrats agree to vote 
for a bill that would also cut 
legal immigration in half.

So what do we think about 
this? Horse-trading is sup-

posed to be part of the legislative 
process; compromise is coveted 
more than ever, because it seems to 
happen so infrequently. If Democrats 
are offered a deal that protects the 
Dreamers but green-lights one of the 
GOP’s crackpot schemes, should they 
take it?

Chuck Schumer and Nancy Pelosi 
would obviously prefer a pro-Dream-
er measure that stands alone, with-
out any conditions. But given their 
minimal clout in this Congress, it’s 
virtually inevitable that Republicans 
will hold the Dreamers hostage in 
exchange for some kind of anti-im-
migrant trade. So what trade would 
be too odious for Democrats to 
accept? How likely is it that any such 
trade with the GOP would divide the 
Democrats and stir fury on the par-
ty’s left flank?

But some liberals say that 
Democrats should take a border wall 
deal, because life ain’t perfect and 
the tradeoff would tilt in their favor.

A commentator on the Mother 
Jones website says: “A couple billion 
dollars for a border wall is galling, 
but it really isn’t all that damag-
ing. Conversely, a truly permanent 
(Dreamer law) would be a boon for 
nearly a million young immigrants. 
Nobody likes being forced to trade 
votes like this, but this is the way 
politics works.” And a commenta-
tor on the Salon website says that 
Democrats “should probably vote for 
(a deal that earmarks money for a 
wall), as long as such a trade provides 
a guarantee that the Dreamers will 
get a path to citizenship ... Either way, 
putting 800,000 Dreamer kids’ minds 
at rest will be worth it.”

Actually, it’s just as likely that 
Democrats won’t agree among them-
selves on what Faustian pact passes 
muster; that Republicans, fearful of 
their right flank, will hesitate to save 
the Dreamers at any price; that, all 
told, Congress (which has tried and 
failed on all kinds of immigration 
reform since 2006) will be so sty-
mied by its cross-pressures that it 
will ultimately take the path of least 
resistance and do nothing.

Saving the Dreamers — who 
contribute billions to the economy 
— via the legislative route would 
be ideal. But if the congressional 
quest collapses, the buck would stop 
with Trump. In a way, that seems 
fitting. He’s the guy who dissed the 
Dreamers on the stump in 2016. 
He said, “I want my dreamers to be 
young Americans!” 

Failing a congressional solution, let 
him own his xenophobia.

Dick Polman is the national 
political columnist at NewsWorks/
WHYY in Philadelphia and a “writ-
er in residence” at the University 
of Philadelphia. Email him at dickp 
olm an7@gmail.com.

Amanda
Burt

The Weekly Wrapup
Opinions from 
around Georgia

The Augusta 
Chronicle on the 
potential effects of a 
second hurricane:

Neither World War II 
Germany nor Japan man-
aged to hit the U.S. main-
land, and certainly not 
the way Mother Nature is 
doing this late summer.

Then again, Harvey 
and Irma appear to have 
formed their own Axis 
powers — the former lay-
ing waste to much of the 
Texas coast and Houston, 
and the latter headed for 
the Southeast. Earlier last 
week, Irma dwarfed even 
Harvey, as a Category 
5 storm with sustained 
winds of 175 mph. That’s 
a monster.

Our warmongering 
antagonist in North Korea 
couldn’t draw it up any 
better in his dreams. If we 
had a hurricane missile 
defense system, it would 
be stirring to life. Irma 
is an ominous presence, 
even days from possible 
landfall.

If it does hit — Florida, 
the Gulf coast, wherever 
— it could test America 
almost 9/11-like, with two 
major hits to population 
centers within weeks.

As Congress returns to 
work and Harvey clean-
up has only just begun, 
we must face a second 
leviathan descending on 
the United States. It will 
require that we indeed be 
united.

The prospect of cata-
strophic damage and loss 
of life and hundreds, if not 
thousands, of our fellow 
Americans stranded in or 
sitting atop their homes 
must melt away our petty 
disagreements and steel us 
for the task ahead.

Even if Irma were to 
miraculously turn north 
and only skirt the coast, 
it’s not a bad idea for 
Americans to leave our 
differences behind and act 
like the family we are.

It’s difficult in any cir-
cumstance to fight Mother 
Nature. The only way to 
do it is together.

Stay tuned, and stay 
ready to help in any way 
you can.

The Telegraph of 
Macon on flooding:

The hearts of Middle 
Georgians go out to those 
impacted in Texas and 
Louisiana by Hurricane 
Harvey. The devastation 
is unimaginable — for 
most people — but not 
for many Georgians who 
lived through Tropical 
Storm Alberto that sat 
over this area as a tropical 
depression in the summer 
of 1994.

Alberto’s primary tar-
get was Florida, Alabama 
and Georgia, and while 
Middle Georgia took a 
hit, the real impact was 
felt south of us. No ques-
tion, Alberto and Harvey 
were completely different 
storms — Alberto with 
sustained winds of 63 mph 
compared to Harvey’s 
hurricane force winds of 
140 mph. The two storms 
did have a few things in 
common. In the end, the 
most devastating element 
of both wasn’t wind, but 
water. Harvey and Alberto 
sat over their targets and 
unloaded inch-after-inch 
of rainfall.

As far as amounts of 
rain are concerned, there 
is also little comparison. 
Alberto dumped about 
28 inches of rainfall on 
Georgia and caused about 
$1 billion in damages. 
It’s much too early to 
estimate the devastation 
from Harvey, but never 
has a storm dumped as 
much water on the con-
tinental United States. 
Meteorologists are still 
trying to get an accurate 
measurement, but they 
know Harvey has broken 
all records at 50 inches 
of rain, flooding rivers, 

bayous, creeks, and every-
thing else in its path.

While Houston is the 
nation’s fourth largest city 
with a population of 6.4 
million people in the nine 
county metropolitan area, 
there are some aspects of 
that part of Texas most 
people don’t know about 
the Magnolia City. Floods 
bring out critters not usu-
ally seen in urban settings 
from snakes, many of 
them poisonous, to alliga-
tors — lots of them. The 
water also brings to the 
surface another pest nor-
mally easy to avoid: fire 
ants. Water doesn’t kill 
them. It just makes them 
mad. They are waterproof 
and they hook together in 
bunches by the thousands, 
float along until they find 
something to latch onto. If 
that something is human 
or animal, pain is sure to 
follow.

While Alberto brought 
flooding to Macon 
around Interstate 16 
and Interstate 75, along 
Riverside Drive and the 
area around Delano Drive 
and some of downtown, 
most of the city was dry 
after the rain stopped. 
The water plant, now 
Amerson River Park, 
was in Alberto’s path and 
was disabled, leaving 
residents without water 
for weeks. Water pickup 
stations became a normal, 
daily activity. Macon 
lost 150 homes to flood 
waters but nowhere near 
the loss of 5,000 homes 
in Dougherty County. 
Albany was cut in two 
because of bridge wash-
outs and Albany State 
University saw extensive 
damage. Americus and 
Montezuma experienced 
damage and death.

Alberto was responsi-
ble for 32 deaths, and as 
of this writing, Harvey 
is being blamed for 46. 
Emergency responders 
and ordinary citizens are 
better prepared today — 
and social media, for all 
of its ills, has to be given 
credit. When normal lines 
of communication didn’t 
work, people turned to 
their smartphones to get 
the word out that they 
needed rescue. One thing 
hasn’t changed: The 
human element.

Many of the deaths 
from Alberto and Harvey 
were preventable. People, 
not realizing the depth of 
water on roads were swept 
away in their vehicles by 
fast moving currents. But 
that human element is also 
responsible for neighbors 
pitching in to help neigh-
bors, and in the case of 
Harvey, Texans, of all 
stripe, pitching in to help 
Texans.

Water, while essen-
tial to our survival, can 
invade anywhere it finds 
a sliver of an opening. 
Memories have been 
lost. Homes and vehicles 
damaged and destroyed. 
Insurance companies will 
take a huge hit — as will 
the U.S. Treasury. The 
flood insurance program 
is already $25 billion in 
debt and Congress will 
have to act to plow more 
money into the program. 
Texans are our neighbors, 
too. Georgians understand 
that, maybe more than 
most.

What we don’t want to 
see is the same type of 
fighting that went on in 
Congress after Hurricane 
Sandy in 2012. Texas Sen. 
Ted Cruz is now on the 
other side of that com-
ing debate. We are sure 
some of his northeastern 
colleagues, while saying 
the right words now, will 
take it out of his hide and 
that of others who raised 
objections to the funding 
measure.

So as we watch the 
waters recede, we must 
keep those hurt by Harvey 
in our prayers. When the 
water disappears, that’s 
just the beginning of their 
recovery. Those prayers 
will have to continue for 
years to come.

Dick
Polman
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