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All politics is
local, and sometimes
it’s loco. In Texas,
our most abundant
resource is ludicrous
politicians (see also:
Gohmert, Louie), but
as much as it pains
me to admit it, the
craziest congression-
al candidate this year
comes from
California where
Carl DeMaio is in a
tight race to become
the latest lunatic in the asy-
lum we all call Congress.

There are tons of candi-
dates running around with
their crazypants falling
down about their ankles.
There’s the one in Illinois
who blames tornadoes on
gay rights. And preacher
Jodi Hice, who will repre-
sent a rural Georgia district,
thinks homosexuality
“enslaves” gays and les-
bians. It’s usually the
“blame the gays” with these
folks, which might get folks
to talking if they weren’t
such good Christians.

DeMaio is not a fringe
candidate and he’s running
in one of the few swing dis-
tricts in the country, this
one in San Diego. The
incumbent, Scott Peters, is
one of the 10 most-vulnera-
ble congressmen in the
country largely because,
well, he’s a Democrat, and
his voters can’t be counted
on to show up. The

Rothenberg
Political Report
calls this race a true
“toss-up,” which
means the cam-
paigns, parties and
super PACs will
probably spend
more than $3 mil-
lion on this one
race before election
day.

DeMaio also dif-
fers in an important
way from those

fringe candidates who
blame gay people for the
weather. For one thing, in
San Diego they don’t have
weather, just perfectly tem-
perate sunshine. For anoth-
er, DeMaio is gay. If elect-
ed, he could be the only
openly gay Republican in
Congress, and if his being
gay has any effect on the
local weather, every cham-
ber of commerce in
America is going to want a
gay congressman.

But being gay is about
the least weird thing about
DeMaio, just as being black
is no big news these days.
What would be weird is if a
black candidate supported
segregation, which is the
best way to describe
DeMaio’s stance on gay
rights. Long story short,
he’s not for them.

When it comes to civil
rights for gays and lesbians,
DeMaio’s a mass of walk-
ing contradictions. He once

gay-baited a straight oppo-
nent in the 2012 mayoral
race. Recently, he appeared
in a campaign commercial
with his boyfriend. But he
tells LGBT groups that their
civil rights are a “social
issue” and have no place in
politics. With all that, he
acts offended when gays
don’t rally to his side.

“I’ve found more toler-
ance, acceptance and inclu-
sion from social conserva-
tive groups who have to
reconcile that I’m a
Republican who happens to
be gay... versus the intoler-
ance the LGBT leaders see
me as a gay man who hap-
pens to be a Republican,”
DeMaio said.

But that’s not what’s
weird about him.

You might think it’s that
time when a city council
colleague caught him mas-
turbating in a city hall bath-
room in 2009, but whose
thoughts haven’t turned to
love when hearing those
magical words, “This city
council session stands in
recess”? That’s not it.

No, what is truly weird
about DeMaio is his model
for good governance. His
district is evenly split
between Democrats,
Republicans, and independ-
ents, and California
Republicans are a tolerant if
not moderate lot. But when
asked in 2013 how he
thought a junior congress-

man could make a differ-
ence, he cited Texas’ Ted
Cruz as his model.

“Take a look at what Ted
Cruz is doing,” DeMaio told
a tea party audience. “He’s
a freshman senator. He’s
certainly creating a lot of
stir. So I do believe one
individual can make a dif-
ference. And it’s a question
of whether you’re willing to
stand your ground.”

These days, being a tea
party gay Republican who
puts his boyfriend in an ad
and then back into the clos-
et is unusual, but thinking
Cruz is an example of how
to get something done in
D.C.? That’s downright
aberrant.

Congratulations, Carl
DeMaio, you’re the weird-
est congressional candidate
in America.

If you get any more suc-
cessful, Rick Perry will
probably go out to
California and offer you tax
incentives to move to Texas.
But if Cruz is your model
on what to do in
Washington, there’s proba-
bly no chance of that, now
is there?

Jason Stanford is a
Democratic consultant who
writes columns for the
Austin American-Statesman
and The Quorum Report.
He can be reached at stan-
ford@oppresearch.com and
on Twitter @JasStanford.
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The Augusta
Chronicle on
unswerving ideals:

He epitomized the
expression “doing well by
doing good.”

His chicken sandwiches
made him a fortune, but his
virtuous business practices
and philanthropy made him
famous.

S. Truett Cathy, the
beloved founder and long-
time CEO of Chick-fil-A
Inc., died Monday at age 93.

The unwavering princi-
ples that made him a light-
ning rod for criticism in
today’s era of moral elastici-
ty also earned him respect
from millions of devoted
customers and created a fast-
food empire beyond the
Depression-era child’s
wildest dreams.

The big-hearted billion-
aire stood out among busi-
ness titans in that he never
strayed from the Christian
values and work ethic that
took him from a single diner
in an Atlanta suburb to more
than 1,800 locations in 39
states.

Times changed, but
Cathy’s ideals didn’t —
including his commitment to
closing his restaurants on
Sundays. “I think it’s proba-
bly the best decision I ever
made,” Cathy told The
Augusta Chronicle in a 2008
interview.

He believed employees
deserved a day of rest,
whether they used it for wor-
ship or not. And fans of his
family-owned chain were so
enamored with its signature
boneless chicken sandwiches
that weekday sales more
than made up for lost rev-
enue on the Sabbath.

Loyal customers stood by
the company when Cathy’s
son, Dan, the current chair-
man, angered gay rights
groups in 2012 for support-
ing the “biblical definition of
a family.”

The boycotts and “kiss-
ins” at Cathy’s restaurants
only seemed to strengthen
the chain’s bond with its
devoted — and devout —
following.

Cathy was such an out-
standing businessman — he
never was embroiled in tax
schemes, insider trading or
other corporate shenanigans
— that his stalwart Christian
virtues seemed to be the
only criticism his detractors
could level against him.

Cathy’s greatest contribu-
tion might be to future gen-
erations as a role model.
America is full of rags-to-
riches stories, but few have
warmer and brighter out-
comes than S. Truett
Cathy’s.

The Telegraph,
Macon, on our
military readiness:

The world is a very dan-
gerous place and becoming
more so with each passing
minute. Islamic extremists
are popping out of their holes
all over the world — ISIS,
Boko Haram, Hamas,
Hezbollah and dozens of oth-

ers, not to mention al-Qaida.
Russia is trying to expand its
territory as it flexes its mus-
cle in Ukraine. We are still
involved in Afghanistan and
the situation in Syria contin-
ues to deteriorate. It is
against this backdrop that in
a recent meeting with The
Telegraph, Rep. Sanford
Bishop, D-Ga., outlined his
opposition to the military’s
request for another Base
Realignment and Closure
commission.

“Sequestration” Bishop
said, “is the worst thing that
could happen to the country
on the defense side and the
non-defense side. It has
wrought havoc for our gov-
ernment and for our people.”
Through sequestration, the
military lost about $75 bil-
lion and sequestration may
still be with us in 2016.
Secretary of Defense Chuck
Hagel said, if that happens
“we would be gambling that
our military will not be
required to respond to multi-
ple major contingencies at
the same time.” Looking
around the world, there are
multiple major contingencies
right now.

Hagel has proposed draw-
ing down our troop strength
to 440,000 from 520,000;
saving $3.5 billion by elimi-
nating the A-10 and dropping
Marines troop strength to
182,000, from 190,000.
About a dozen Navy ships
will be placed on reduced
service while being retrofit-
ted.

Bishop said “We’re using
old weapons systems and old
equipment which requires
higher maintenance costs.” In
no other branch of the service
is that more apparent than in
the Air Force. The A-10 has
been around for four
decades. The C-5 was intro-
duced in 1970, and B-52
pilots were not yet born when
the Air Force took delivery of
its first plane in 1955. The J-
Stars plane was introduced
23 years ago, but it’s built on
the frame of a Boeing 707
which was introduced into
passenger service in 1957.

The question for all
Americans is not really a
question at all.

Can we afford, in this dan-
gerous world, to allow our
military assets to atrophy?
Can we make our military
branches lean, mean, fighting
machines by allowing law-
makers to continue seques-
tration?

Can we equip our military
services with the best tech-
nology and weapons systems
with the current budget?

We think not. As Bishop
said, “I prefer peace to war
but, of course, in order to
have peace, you have to be in
a position of strength. We
can’t disarm ourselves and
become impotent in terms of
our military strength and
hope to have an influence
(and) deterring effect on
aggression.”

We also have to remember
there are people in the world
who would destroy us if they
could

We must always be secure
in the knowledge that they
can’t.

game chang·er
noun: game changer;

plural noun: game
changers

1. an event, idea,
or procedure that effects
a significant shift in the
current manner of doing
or thinking about some-
thing.

Isn’t that precisely
what most of us want in
life? The one up. The par-
adigm shift. To break the
cycle. To break the rules (in
a good way). To make the
world a vastly different and
better place. To draw the line
or u-turn in the sand that
leads to a more educated,
healthy life and a safe
home? 

What if one organization
organized charitable dollars
and volunteers to create
game changing opportuni-
ties for our neighbors and
friends, allowing a commu-
nity safety net of human
services? Meet United Way.
Last year more than 67,000
lives were touched in
Whitfield and Murray coun-
ties through United Way of
Northwest Georgia. What is

United Way?
We are a team
of 9,548 indi-
vidual donors;
3,280 volun-
teers; 47 com-
panies; 21
human service
n o n p r o f i t
a g e n c i e s ;
along with
area govern-
ment agencies
and churches
who all unite

— and claim our people, our
local residents. We create
the fabric of community.

Everyday at United Way
our donors and volunteers
are game changers. They
make possible what was not.
They create pathways to
success. They provide a
helping hand, a mentor,
childcare, a home safe from
abuse, budgeting skills, a hot
meal — all building blocks
of a good life. 

I invite you to join our
2014 Campaign Chairman
Brian Anderson and his cab-
inet at the trade center on
Tuesday at 11:30 a.m. for
lunch. Let’s change the
game! You will have the

opportunity to meet people
who are donating, volunteer-
ing, advocating, and receiv-
ing services from United
Way. You will hear Jose
Cortez  and Joey Stuart tell
their story about being
matched through a mentor-
ing program at Big Brothers
Big Sisters, a United Way
funded program. You can
purchase your $10 tickets by
calling (706) 876-1587 or at
the door.  

We will continue our
kickoff festivities on Sept.
22 in downtown Dalton for
the Superhero Sprint and
CEO Trike race at 6 p.m.
The sprint will start at the
Lee Printing Building green-
space, beside Wells Fargo
and across from the Greater
Dalton Chamber of
Commerce. Registration by
Tuesday for the 1-mile
Superhero Sprint is $15 and
includes a black Live United
T-shirt or a cape. Superhero
costumes are encouraged
and prizes will be awarded.
Late and race day registra-
tion is $20. Visit ourunited-
way.org to register and for
complete details.  I am excit-
ed to see who will win the

CEO Trike race this year!
The CEO Trike Race will
start at 6:30 p.m. J&J
Industries won in 2012, and
Beaulieu of America took
home the trophy in 2013.
Even if you are not running
the sprint, you can attend the
CEO Trike Race and cheer
on the relay teams. Special
thank yous to C&S,
Engineered Floors, Mohawk
Industries, Shaw Industries,
Maryville Jewelers and US
Floors for sponsoring the
trike race this year.   

This time of the year is
one of the most exciting at
United Way. I get to witness
people at their highest and
best as they dig a little deep-
er and change the game for
those in need of a hand up. If
you would like to set up a
payroll deduction campaign
at your company or explore
individual giving, please call
John Relaford, our director
of resource development, at
(706) 876.1587 or visit our
website ourunitedway.org to
get connected. 

Be a game changer!

Amanda Burt is president
of the United Way.

Amanda
Burt

WORDS OF WISDOM

Thought for Today: “Civilizations die from philosoph-
ical calm, irony, and the sense of fair play quite as sure-
ly as they die of debauchery.”

Joseph Wood Krutch
American author, critic and educator (1893-1970)

Bible verse: “Finally, all of you, be like-minded, be
sympathetic, love one another, be compassionate and
humble.”

1 Peter 3:8


