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Be the change
As I reflect on this past 

year as the United Way of 
Northwest Georgia Board 
Chair, a quote from Gandhi 
comes to mind, “Be the 
change you wish to see 
in this world.” 
This quote abso-
lutely sums up 
the attitude of 
the folks living 
in Northwest 
Georgia. I am so 
grateful to be sur-
rounded by such 
caring, thoughtful 
people every day.

As board chair, 
this past year 
our focus was on 
education and 
engagement. The 
education piece has been 
extremely eye-opening for 
me. Our United Way has 
so many moving parts that 
work together seamlessly 
through the coordinated 
efforts of our staff, Board 
of Directors, Community 
Solutions Panel, United 
Way Volunteer Center, 
giving societies (Young 
Leaders, Women’s 
Leadership Council, Alexis 
de Tocqueville and The 
Peacock Legacy Society), 
as well as, all the generous 
people who give of their 

time and dollars to United 
Way of Northwest Georgia. 
All of this allows our 23 
community partners to do 
great things, which in turn 
helps people in Whitfield 

and Murray coun-
ties live a better 
life.

Our commu-
nity raises more 
dollars than most 
towns our size 
due to a culture of 
giving created by 
our community 
leaders, that goes 
way back to when 
the “Community 
Chest” was found-
ed on a bet back in 
the 1940s.

A letter written to Nancy 
Hilley at United Way back 
in 1992 from Lulu Westcott 
highlights the origins of the 
“Community Chest.”

“At first the community 
fund was known as “The 
Empty Stocking Fund” 
and only a few hundred 
dollars was contributed. 
Sometime, probably in the 
mid-forties (before March 
1949, when Mrs. M.E. Judd 
died) she bet my husband, 
Lamar Westcott, that he 
couldn’t raise $4,000.00-an 
unheard of sum at the time. 

The town had a population 
of 3,000 people. For the 
first time, he organized 
the raising of funds very 
much like it is today with 
businesses soliciting their 
employees, the doctors, the 
other doctors, etc. They 
raised $4000.00. He won 
the bet.”

If there is one thing I 
have learned this year, it 
is that we are a blessed 
community. That same 
generous spirit that was 
shown almost 70 years 
ago is still evident today in 
2017! Northwest Georgia 
is unique, and a shining 
example of how a commu-
nity works together for the 
greater good.

For the engagement 
piece of the puzzle, there 
are so many opportuni-
ties to become involved. 
United Way plays a huge 
role in coordinating 
efforts with our commu-
nity partners to reach as 
many people as possible 
in the most efficient way. 
United Way fights to 
improve the entire circle 
of life through education, 
basic needs and health. 
These are the building 
blocks for a good life and 
our focus areas.

There is so much 
planning, thought and 
hard work that goes into 
preparing for a success-
ful campaign as well. 
Tom Bundros has done a 
remarkable job as cam-
paign chair this year. 
2016 has proven to be 
another successful year, 
thanks to all of our sup-
porters who truly believe 
in the mission of United 
Way: To unite people and 
resources to improve lives 
in Northwest Georgia 
and build stronger com-
munities through giving, 
advocacy, and volunteer-
ism. The unique value of 
United Way of NWGA is 
that we never forget that 
we exist to help those in 
our own backyard, and 
when that happens effec-
tively, our whole commu-
nity benefits. Remember, 
great things happen when 
we live united! Thank you 
for a wonderful year! See 
you out there!

To give, advocate or vol-
unteer, visit ourunitedway.
org.

Karen Townsend is the 
2016 Board Chair for 
United Way of Northwest 
Georgia.

No secret votes             
at state Capitol 

All votes in the state Capitol 
should be recorded so that we the 
people always know exactly how each 
one of our state legislators vote in 
Atlanta. Believe it or not, that is not 
the case in the Georgia state Senate.

Senate rules used for decades allow 
unrecorded votes on very significant 
amendments to legislation offered 
on the Senate floor long after public 
input and any scrutiny in the commit-
tee has been completed. This lack of 
transparency in government affairs 
can be easily changed. Georgians 
need to know that the state senators 
vote on the Senate rules as their first 
order of business every other year — 
and 2017 is one of those years. We 
provide this information just in case a 
few state senators forget to mention it 
to their constituents.

High up on the front wall of the 
senate chamber is a large brightly lit 
machine that displays each senator’s 
vote and electronically records it in 
the permanent Senate record. It’s 
called the “yeas and nays” voting 
method.

In the full Senate chamber, if any 
senator wants to change a bill that 
has already been through the com-
mittee process, a “floor amendment” 
can be offered and senators can vote 
on whether or not to approve the 
amendment — with an unrecorded 
raise-your-hand vote. And they can 
decide if that vote is an unrecorded 
vote with another unrecorded raise-
your-hand vote. Oddly enough, this is 
inaccurately referred to as the “voice 
vote,” or “rise stand and be counted” 
voting method.

It takes five senators to very quick-
ly demand a machine-recorded vote 
on floor amendments.

Confusing, isn’t it? Here is an 
example. In 2015, the Georgia Senate 
killed an amendment aimed at end-
ing the current practice of issuing 
drivers licenses to illegal aliens by 
holding an unrecorded, raise-your-
hand-vote on whether or not to have 
an unrecorded raise-your-hand-vote. 
Unrecorded won. Illegal aliens won. 
We the people lost.

Readers should contact their state 
senators and demand that when the 
Republican-controlled state Senate 
comes to order on Monday morn-
ing, Jan. 9, the existing Senate rule 
allowing any unrecorded votes is 
changed. And that it be done with a 
machine-recorded vote.

D.A. King
President of the Georgia-based 

Dustin Inman Society

Best wishes to            
Judge Jack Partain

On behalf of the State Bar of 
Georgia, I wish to extend congrat-
ulations and thanks to longtime 
Conasauga Judicial Circuit Superior 
Court Judge Jacques O. “Jack” 
Partain III on his retirement from 
full-time judicial service on Dec. 31.

During his distinguished career of 
43 years in Georgia’s legal profession 
and justice system, Judge Partain 
served as district attorney for the 
Conasauga Circuit, covering Murray 
and Whitfield counties, prior to his 
appointment to the Superior Court 

bench in 1995.
All members of the State Bar of 

Georgia are grateful for the dedicat-
ed service of Judge Partain and are 
inspired by his many contributions 
toward strengthening the founda-
tions of our justice system, which 
protects the rights and liberties of all 
Americans. We wish him well in the 
years ahead.

Patrick T. O’Connor
President, State Bar of Georgia

The Daily Citizen 
thanked for support

As we reflect on 2016, we need 
to look no further than The Daily 
Citizen to find a tremendous exam-
ple of a community partner making 
a difference. In October 2016, The 
Daily Citizen graciously donat-
ed proceeds from the sale of ads 
purchased during Breast Cancer 
Awareness month to Hamilton’s new 
cancer institute. What a thoughtful 
commitment on your part to impact 
the lives of others by supporting this 
transformational project in our com-
munity. In November and December, 
the Whitfield Healthcare Foundation 
celebrated a 34-year partnership 
with The Daily Citizen and our 
Love Lights program, which directly 
supports patient care at Hamilton 
Medical Center. Through your kind 
efforts in distributing forms, making 
information available and publishing 
the donor listing, you make it possi-
ble for our community to honor and 
memorialize friends and loved ones 
while supporting advances in health 
care for our community.

This year, proceeds from the pur-
chase of Love Lights were designated 
to support the wonderful work of 
Hamilton Hospice, which provides 
the very best in end-of-life care for 
hospice patients and their families. 
We are grateful to The Daily Citizen 
and our community for your strong 
support and commitment to caring 
for our families, friends and neigh-
bors.

Our collaborative commitment to 
excellence in health care is vitally 
important to our community’s health 
and well-being as well as to our 
region’s economic future. Something 
special happens to us when we give 
together. As we transform the lives 
of others through our gifts, we begin 
to transform our own lives. The good 
we accomplish together becomes part 

of our own life story and our commu-
nity’s story.

As we begin 2017, we honor and 
graciously thank The Daily Citizen 
for its leadership role in our com-
munity’s story. We humbly thank 
our community for its many years 
of support and for prioritizing our 
community’s health care needs 
through financial contributions to the 
Whitfield Healthcare Foundation. We 
remain forever grateful and simply 
say “Thank you.”

Jane Snipes
Executive director, Whitfield 

Healthcare Foundation

Family thanks Murray 
Medical Center

We, the family of Mrs. Ina Sluder, 
would like to express our sincere 
gratitude for the outstanding care 
given to our mother by the staff at 
Murray Medical Center. After suffer-
ing a stroke on Nov. 12, our 90-year-
old mother was taken to MMC. The 
care she was given was done so with 
love and genuine concern for her 
well-being. They also helped our 
family deal with what she was going 
through.

Dr. Mitchell Wilson and Mrs. 
Kasey Barrett were tremendous 
blessings to our family. We have 
never met a doctor or nurse prac-
titioner who showed as much love, 
compassion and care as they did 
for our mother and us. Dr. Wilson 
spent a great deal of time with us 
explaining our options, praying with 
us and reassuring us. Kasey even sat 
on the side of mother’s bed and sang 
a beautiful song for her. All of the 
doctors, nurses and staff we came 
into contact with were wonderful, 
caring and concerned. Dr. Wilson 
arranged for mother to stay at MMC 
on hospice until she passed to heaven. 
Homestead Hospice served us won-
derfully and even sent a world-class 
guitarist, Wesley Crider, to minister 
to us and to mother with his music.

We cannot express enough how 
wonder the staff at MMC was and 
want to share our support for a won-
derful local hospital. May God bless 
all the staff at MMC as well as at 
Homestead Hospice. Thank you all 
again for all you did for our mother, 
and for us.

Dan Sluder
Chatsworth

Letters to the Editor

Karen
Townsend

The Weekly Wrapup
Opinions from 
around Georgia

The News of 
Brunswick on 
the state’s school  
funding model:

Now that Gov. Nathan 
Deal’s Opportunity School 
District amendment has 
been voted down, it looks 
like Deal will again be 
focusing his attention on 
changing the state’s school 
funding model, something 
he did after winning a sec-
ond term in 2014.

For frame of reference, 
the current Quality Basic 
Education funding model 
went into effect in 1985, 
more than 30 years ago. 
A lot has happened since 
then, especially in the world 
of public education, yet 
Georgia’s school districts 
continue to get money from 
the state through a convo-
luted and antiquated fund-
ing formula.

Deal’s Education Reform 
Commission near the end 
of 2015 made two recom-
mendations on updating 
the state’s public school 
funding.

The first was to develop a 
student-based formula that 
considers the different char-
acteristics of the students 
within the individual dis-
tricts and gives additional 
weight for student popula-
tions that tend to cost more. 
That means more money 
from the state to fund career 
and technical education or 
students with disabilities, 
for example. The rationale 
is that “students in both 
populations have particular 
needs, including specialized 
staff and equipment, which 
should be funded accord-
ingly,” the commission’s 
report said.

The second recommenda-
tion is to permanently add 
$258 million to the current 
public education budget 
beginning in the fiscal year 
2018 and additional $209 
million as money is avail-
able.

The goals seem to be 
to throw more money at 
education and to allow the 
local districts more flexibil-
ity in how they use it. The 
commission acknowledged 
in the report that “more 
money does not guarantee 
more learning,” but also 
states that the plan will 
give “districts the financial 
confidence and ability to 
better achieve their edu-
cational goals for students 
and improve day-to-day 
learning experiences in the 
classrooms.”

We hope more local 
control of how state edu-
cation dollars are spent 
becomes a reality as Deal 
pursues his plan. Our 
local leaders know where 
money should be spent to 
improve schools better than 
bureaucrats in Atlanta. 
But after Deal spent 2016 
pushing for the aforemen-
tioned Opportunity School 
District amendment — 
which would have allowed 
the state to take over what 
it deemed to be failing 
schools — questions must 
be raised about how com-
mitted he truly is to allow-
ing local school boards 
and officials to guide their 
districts as they deem nec-
essary.

If the new school-funding 
plan is too constrictive on 
how local districts spend 
the money they are getting, 
it is a plan that will lead to 
more of the same.

The Newnan 
Times-Herald on 
Georgia’s movie 
tax incentives:

Georgia’s basket of incen-
tives for the production of 
movies here has come under 
attack by liberals and con-
servatives, and it’s worth 
taking a moment to consid-
er its impact.

Among the critics are the 
conservative Americans for 
Prosperity which argues 
against industry-specific 
incentives, favoring across-
the-board tax cuts instead. 
On the other end of the 
political spectrum is the 
Georgia Budget and Policy 
Institute which opposes any 
reduction in taxes, even for 
job creation, arguing the 
forgone taxes should rather 
go toward added spending 
on social services.

Generally, we agree with 
the conservative argument. 
Broad-based tax reductions 
are among the best ways 
to stimulate the economy, 
and that argument would 
have held the day a dozen 
years ago when a handful 
of states were competing 
against each other to lure 
movie makers.

What has changed is that 
other states have whittled 
down or completely elim-
inated their incentives, 
and Georgia has risen to 
become the No. 3 loca-
tion for movie and tele-
vision production behind 
California and New York. 
Several studies showed that 
during that competition 
the various state incentives 
were not paying for them-
selves, that is to say the lost 
tax revenue wasn’t recov-
ered in the form of econom-
ic activity.

Now that the competition 
has fallen away, Georgia’s 
industry is vibrant and 
growing, as we can see in 
Senoia, Fayetteville, Union 
City and the former Fort 
McPherson site, where giant 
sound stages have sprung 
up. While the new circum-
stances are too recent for 
scholars to have analyzed, 
we know from our own 
observations that Georgia’s 
incentives are effective. We 
see the tourists, we detour 
around the filming loca-
tions and we know people 
who are making a living 
serving the industry.

So, we’re glad to see our 
newest members of the 
local legislative delegation 
committed to keeping the 
incentives now that we have 
them, and we hope they will 
be persuasive in turning 
away attempts by others to 
repeal them.

One reason we generally 
oppose targeted incentives 
is because government’s 
aim is usually so bad that 
the wrong industries often 
get the goodies while those 
with greater promise are 
ignored. But in this case, 
through luck or shrewdness, 
the incentives wound up hit-
ting the mark.

Words of Wisdom
Bible verse: “Therefore, be imitators of God as 

dearly loved children and live in love, just as Christ 
also loved us and gave himself for us, a sacrificial 
and fragrant offering to God.”

Ephesians 5:1-2

Thought for today: “No written law has ever been 
more binding than unwritten custom supported by 
popular opinion.” 

Carrie Chapman Catt
American suffrage leader (1859-1947)

WRITE TO US!
Send your letter to the editor to 

charlesoliver@daltoncitizen.com.
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