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After huddling
with his war
council in
Kuwait, Defense
Secretary Ash
Carter says we’ve
got the “ingredi-
ents of the strate-
gy” to achieve a
“lasting defeat”
over ISIS. Some
Senate
Republicans
claim that ISIS is
going to kill us all in our
sleep even as the U.S.-led
coalition has the Islamic
State forces playing defense
for a change, but killing bad
guys is the relatively easy
part.

As we learned in Iraq
and Afghanistan, the hard
part is to win a peace that
can last, and the strategy
Carter outlined last week
seems like a smart way to
go about that.

To hear the president’s
political opponents tell it,
Barack Obama is naively
whistling past the battle-
field. Sen. Tom Cotton, a
combat veteran who should
know better, said, “Groups
like the Islamic State col-
laborate with drug cartels in
Mexico” and “could infil-
trate our defenseless border
and attack us right here.”

Said Sen. Lindsey
Graham, we need to launch
a full-scale ground war
against the Islamic State
“before we all get killed

back here at home.”
And then, lest anyone
think he had peaked
too soon, he said ISIS
“will open the gates of
hell to spill out on the
world.”

And Sen. John
McCain, who in 2013
said, “We should arm
ISIS,” now says we
need American “boots
on the ground.”

These guys might
understand metaphors, but
they clearly don’t under-
stand how to beat ISIS and
bring stability to the region.
We’ll do it with allies,
advisers and airstrikes. Only
solid governments and pro-
fessional militaries in the
Arab states will be able to
win the war on the battle-
field as well as the war for
hearts and minds.

Carter made clear in
Kuwait that a “lasting
defeat” of ISIS requires
NATO countries and nearby
allies to play a bigger role.
Unless we want to make
Iraq the 51st state, we need
to strengthen local mili-
taries and political struc-
tures.

This can’t look like
Islam versus the Great
Satan. This war doesn’t
work if it looks like the
U.S. is invading their coun-
try. We tried that. It literally
blew up in our faces, over
and over and over again.

This war needs to pit

civilization against ISIS.
Committing ground forces
to Iraq and Syria wouldn’t
just be politically untenable.
Doing so would come
across like a bad sequel to a
movie that never should
have been made in the first
place.

So far, allied militaries
are making progress.
Jordanian pilots have car-
ried out 56 airstrikes in
Syria. Egyptian pilots
struck back after the deaths
of 21 Egyptian Coptic
Christians by hitting 10 tar-
gets in Libya. Kurdish
forces have retaken territory
and cut off supply lines run-
ning into Mosul. Even the
much-mocked Iraqi
Security Forces are reclaim-
ing battlefield. And these
are armies that can stay
after we eventually leave.

As much as McCain
likes the phrase “boots on
the ground,” perhaps now is
a good time to retire that
tired cliché. We have a few
thousand military advisers
on the ground.

Reportedly, they wear
boots.

They can provide expert-
ise and leadership for allied
forces without confirming
ISIS’ narrative that they are
defending Islam from the
West.

That doesn’t mean we’re
not going to bomb the beje-
sus out of them. Central
Command reports the U.S.

has killed 6,000 ISIS fight-
ers, and leaving them only
as many as 31,500 accord-
ing to intelligence reports.
And airstrikes have wal-
loped oil production con-
trolled by ISIS, cutting their
income from $2.4 million a
day last summer to
$750,000 at last count.

But as State Department
spokeswoman Marie Harf
said, “We can not kill our
way out of this war.” We’re
going to have to win the
message war and leave
behind countries with viable
economies and stable gov-
ernments. We can’t just
“take ‘em out” without con-
sidering what we will leave
in their place.

Ultimately, that’s why
local leadership is vital.
We’ll leave. They live there.

But for now, we’re there,
leading our allies against an
enemy that reminds us of
the worst we’ve ever seen.
We can’t allow our weakest
impulses to drive us back
into a counterproductive
land war.

Our policy should point
us towards building not just
a decisive victory but a last-
ing peace.

Jason Stanford is a
Democratic consultant who
writes columns for the
Austin American-Statesman
and The Quorum Report.
He can be reached at stan-
ford@oppresearch.com.
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Morning News,
Savannah, on legal
notices published to
government sites:

It’s a familiar ploy: A
group of Georgia lawmakers
introduces a bill that they
claim will benefit citizens.
Then, upon closer inspec-
tion, the reality seems to be
the opposite.

This time, the issue is
legal notices that local gov-
ernments must publish in
local newspapers designated
as legal organs.

Six Republican senators,
mostly from metro Atlanta,
are pushing legislation that
would let any local govern-
ment entity publish required
notices, advertisements and
other items of public busi-
ness on government-con-
trolled websites. Print publi-
cation by independent enti-
ties would vanish.

It’s a bad idea. Senators
should send SB 186 to the
shredder.

In the interest of full dis-
closure, this newspaper gen-
erates revenue from publish-
ing legal ads for govern-
ments in Chatham County.
We’d hate to see it go away.
But there are compelling
reasons to maintain the cur-
rent, long-standing practice,
which has kept Georgians
informed and governments
honest.

First, this proposal
imposes new duties on gov-
ernments that opt for e-noti-
fication. This includes creat-
ing a website, an index, a
repository for paper copies
(and an index for that reposi-
tory) and providing ongoing
service of ads by mail or
email to anyone who wants
to be copied. How much will
all this cost taxpayers? No
one seems to know. But
building a secure website
could be expensive. A site
that could be hacked would
not be sufficient, as electron-
ic documents can be doc-
tored too easily.

And will such changes
help citizens become more
informed? It seems doubtful.
Under current law, when a
government agency or offi-
cial advertises in the legal
organ newspaper, the news-
paper itself is a permanent
record of what was pub-
lished and when. The news-
paper provides copies to the
Clerk of Superior Court to
be preserved for not less
than 50 years. That record
cannot be manipulated elec-
tronically. The process is
easy as well.

Here’s a reality check for
metro-Atlanta lawmakers:
Many Georgians don’t have
computers or Internet access.
Not everyone is lucky
enough to be able to surf the
net. By comparison, newspa-
pers are inexpensive.

Of course, the more ways
the public can access gov-
ernment information, the
better. So here’s one thing
that lawmakers who are
pushing SB 186 should
know: Citizens who want
online access to legal notices
can find it right now on
GeorgiaPublicNotice.com.

Here’s one more thing
they should know: That site
is free.

The Augusta
Chronicle on
Hillary Clinton’s use
of personal email:

Why not smoke signals or
carrier pigeons? How about
secret code or self-destruct-
ing memos?

Would any of that have
been any less traceable,
transparent or taboo than the
personal email account
Hillary Clinton used to com-
municate official govern-
ment business during her
four-year term as secretary
of state?

Besides the apparent vio-
lation of federal records law,
Clinton’s unorthodox record-
keeping system makes her
appear every bit as shadowy,
pernicious and deceptive as
her husband, whose former

job she is expected to seek
in 2016 as the top
Democratic contender.

She’s not the first govern-
ment official to be caught
conducting the public’s busi-
ness through private chan-
nels, but she very well could
be the most willful violator
in that all her communica-
tions are believed to be off
the grid. The notoriously lib-
eral New York Times, which
broke the story, reported that
Clinton didn’t even have an
official government email
address during her tenure as
America’s top diplomat.

The Times reported the
Cabinet-level appointee’s
aides made no attempt to
preserve her emails on
department servers, as
required by the Federal
Records Act.

Utterly astounding.
Left-leaning MSNBC’s

Lawrence O’Donnell called
it a “stunning breach of
security.” How would the
media treat a GOP official in
this situation?

It’s enough to make one
ponder whether Clinton took
a lesson from fellow Obama
minion Lois Lerner, or if
Lerner and her Internal
Revenue Service cohorts
took cues from the lawyerly
former first lady?

The reason federal law
requires that officials retain
their letters and emails is so
fellow officials, government
archivists, the media and the
public have an official
record. Notice how the word
“official” keeps popping up?
There was nothing official
about Clinton’s shadow sys-
tem. With all communiquis
stored on a privately main-
tained server, what the pub-
lic gets is only what Clinton
and her aides choose to
share. Considering the secu-
rity of nongovernmental
email systems, foreign spy
agencies and hackers are
more likely to see Clinton’s
communications before
American taxpayers do.

There is no reason, other
than duplicity, for Clinton to
have skirted governmental
channels. A former National
Archives official quoted by
the Times said private emails
should be used only in emer-
gencies. He said it is “very
difficult to conceive of a sce-
nario — short of nuclear
winter — where an agency
would be justified in allow-
ing its Cabinet-level head
officer to solely use a private
email communications chan-
nel.”

The Times reported her
aides recently handed over
about 55,000 pages of
emails to the State
Department to comply with
record-keeping practices.
Obviously, the question is
not what’s in the emails, but
what’s not in the emails.

Though the Times broke
the story late Monday, the
account’s existence was first
discovered by the House
select committee investigat-
ing the deadly 2012 attacks
on the U.S. Consulate in
Benghazi, Libya.

A Clinton spokesman told
the Times she is complying
with the “letter and spirit of
the rules.”

That might be believable
— if not for the fact that
their assurances that the
Clinton Foundation didn’t
accept contributions from
foreign countries were
proved false two weeks ago.

We also might believe
Clinton if she ever owned up
to the full account of events
of Benghazi, instead of dis-
missing them with “What
difference — at this point,
what difference does it
make?”

We might take her seri-
ously if not for her concoct-
ed story of dodging sniper
fire in Bosnia as first lady.

Clinton doesn’t deserve
to be president of the United
States. She doesn’t deserve
to be an assistant dog catch-
er.

She deserves to be
charged with violating the
Federal Records Act — and
depending on email content,
perhaps more.

Our heritage is
rich with generous
philanthropists and
fundraisers who set
aside competitive
business environ-
ments and join
together to take care
of the people who
live and work in
Whitfield AND
Murray counties.
Donning the United
Way campaign chair
badge is not a task to
be entered into lightly.
When I look down the list
of our past campaign chairs,
two words come to mind:
integrity and passion for
improving lives.

Meet J.T. Finley, our
2015 Campaign Chair.

I asked J.T. why he
believes so strongly in
United Way. He, not miss-
ing a beat, responded, “I
have seen the impact that
many United Way organiza-
tions have on the kids in our
community. Nothing can
replace that. All kids
deserve a fair chance.”

Youth development is
near to J.T.’s heart as he has
served on the board of Big
Brothers Big Sisters, a
United Way partner agency,
since 2001, and was a Big
— an adult mentor — from
2001 to 2014. His Little,
Logan McDermott, graduat-
ed from Southeast Whitfield
High School in 2014.

A member of Dalton
First United Methodist
Church, he serves as an
usher, children’s council

member and he and
his wife teach chil-
dren’s church. He
served as chairman
of the stewardship
committee for
2014.

When not out
helping the com-
munity he loves so
much, J.T. enjoys
reading and study-
ing World War II.
One of his favorite
quotes is from Maj.

Dick Winters, who always
told his men before patrols,
“Hang tough!”

J.T. was born and raised
in Dalton and graduated
from Dalton High School in
1995 where he played foot-
ball, basketball and ran
track all four years. J.T.
attended Pellissippi State
College before returning
home to work his family
business, Maryville
Jewelers, where he has pas-
sionately served for the past
17 years. 

J.T. and his high school
sweetheart, Alison, will cel-
ebrate 10 years of marriage
this July. She is the interme-
diate literacy coordinator at
City Park Elementary. The
Finleys have a five-year-old
son named Miles who J.T.
says “is a pistol.”

Please join me in patting
J.T. on the back as we begin
another year of synergizing
donors, advocates and vol-
unteers to improve educa-
tion, basic needs and health
in our very special commu-
nity.

This week, I invite you
to join our board of direc-
tors and community part-
ners as we celebrate game
changers in our community
at our annual meeting and
volunteer awards on
Tuesday, March 10, at 3:30
p.m. at Stage 123 in down-
town Dalton.

Thanks for being part of
our heritage. Together, we
are creating brighter
futures. 

Year-United Way
Campaign Chairs

1952: Frank Percy and
W.M. Barganier

1953: A.L. Azhary Jr. 
and Dan Amaker

1954: David Hamilton
and Tom McKoy

1955: Marion Simms
1956: Clarence Johnson
1957: Joe Ginsburg and

R.E. Hamilton
1958: Gibb Watts and

Jerry Gold
1959: Rollins Jolly and

Frank McCarty
1960: Wilson Rogers
1961: Dr. Gilbert and

Harry Moore
1962: Art Wink and Bill

Bice
1963: Clifford Hale
1964: W.K. Inman
1965: Robert Rutland
1966: James Miller and

Norris Little
1967: Norris Little and

Bob Shaw
1968: Bob Shaw
1969: Bill Steve
1970: Earl Ball
1971: John Hackett
1972: Pat Broaddus

1973: Jack Rogers
1974: James Kaye
1975: Paul Diamond
1976: Daylon Williams
1977: Daylon Williams
1978: Gordon Sweenie
1979: Joe Szollosi
1980: David Price
1981: David Price
1982: Charles Allgood
1983: Carole Jones
1984: Chip Sellers
1985: Bud Morrison
1986: Trammell Scott
1987: Joe Stubbs
1988: Jim Jolly
1989: Tom Ramsey
1990: Elvin Farrar
1991: Stan Crawford
1992: Skeeter Pierce
1993: Charles HS
1994: Brad Rowe
1995: Cleon Sumner
1996: Doug Squillario
1997: Frank Thomason
1998: Dawn Sanders
1999: Danny Morgan
2000: Don Cope
2001: Thomas Poston
2002: Vance Bell
2003: Rich Sparzani
2004: Bryan Hair
2005: Mitch Sanford
2006: David Renz
2007: Pete Sigmon
2008: David Gregg
2009: Marybeth

Meadows 
2010: Rhett Orr
2011: Bill Davies
2012: Kevin Sanders
2013: Bob Ringer
2014: Brian Anderson
2015: J.T. Finley

Amanda Burt is presi-
dent of the United Way of
Northwest Georgia.

Meet J.T. Finley

Amanda
Burt


