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As the dice are
rolled, not everyone
arrives on this plan-
et as a healthy
baby. Because of
United Way, one
young boy’s game
was changed. Meet
Daniel.

Daniel was born
premature at 29
weeks and weighed
only 2 pounds. He
stayed in the hospi-
tal for four months
due to major health compli-
cations. He has heart prob-
lems, lung disease, is mildly
autistic, developmentally
delayed and has been on a
feeding tube since birth.
Life for Daniel is not easy.

He was adopted at five
months old and began ther-
apy at six months old.
Daniel has been in therapy
all of his life without any
major accomplishments.

At 6 years old as a last
resort, he was referred to
Looper Speech and Hearing
Center, a United Way pro-
gram.  Three years later,
Daniel is a very different
little boy. When he started

therapy at Looper,
he would cling to his
mother and did not
want to go alone. He
always wanted her to
be there with him.
Daniel now looks
forward to his thera-
py sessions and
makes his mom wait
in the waiting room.
His mother has seen
Daniel make major
improvements since
he began therapy at

Looper Speech and
Hearing. 

Daniel now speaks and
uses verbal communication.
He has also started playing
on the Miracle League field
and even competed in the
Special Olympics. Daniel
also loves to ride his bike
and really loves playing
outdoors. His mom believes
that without the therapy he
received at Looper, Daniel
would not have had the con-
fidence to do those things. 

Did you know? The
prevalence of speech and
sound disorder in young
children is about 8 percent.
By the first grade, roughly 5

percent of children have
noticeable speech disorders
(National Institute on
Health). From the Georgia
Department of Human
Resources we know that 1
in every 33 babies are born
with a birth defect. About 1
in 1,000 pregnancies have
neural tube defects, which
are defects of the spine and
brain. Down syndrome is a
genetic condition that
affects about 1 in 800, but it
affects many more babies
who are born to women
over the age of 35.

United Way programs
like Boehm Birth Defects
Center, Cross Plains
Community Partner,
RossWoods Adult Day
Services and Murray
County Developmental
Center all ensure that chil-
dren who have special
needs like Daniel have
access to therapy and med-
ical care.

Also, later in life as
adults, they have safe and
engaging places to work,
play, sing, volunteer, play
games and exercise during
the day.

Thanks to more than
9,500 donors to our United
Way last year, help is avail-
able right here in our com-
munity. With United Way,
you don’t have to choose
where you want to help —
your gift impacts the entire
circle of life: education,
basic needs and health.
More than 70 United Way
Community Investment vol-
unteers annually analyze the
needs of the community,
making sure your gift goes
where the needs are the
greatest in Whitfield and
Murray counties. 

Daniel’s story is just one
example of the thousands of
local lives that are improved
by your investment. In
2013, United Way touched
the lives of more than
67,000 people right here in
our community.

Everyone deserves a
chance at a good life.Be a
game changer and give to
United Way at
www.ourunitedway.org.

Amanda Burt is the pres-
ident of United Way of
Northwest Georgia
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Morning News,
Savannah, on
salary dispute:

You can’t blame Chatham
County Commission
Chairman Al Scott for being
upset. For the second time in
recent months, a member of
the county’s judiciary sys-
tem is taking county taxpay-
ers to court over a paycheck.

The last time, it was
long-time Superior Court
Clerk Dan Massey. This
time, it’s Probate Court
Judge Harris Lewis.

Judge Lewis wants two 5
percent longevity pay
increases he argues he
should have received when
Magistrate and Recorder’s
Court judges were awarded
such raises. He wants them
made retroactive through
back pay and is asking the
county to pay his legal
expenses as well.

A hearing at which the
county will be asked to show
cause as to why Lewis
shouldn’t be allowed to hire
a private attorney has been
scheduled, it could get inter-
esting.

County commissioners,
along with the county itself,
are named as defendants in
the eight-page civil suit filed
on May 6. The county had
not responded to the suit as
of last Thursday, according
to the county attorney’s
office.

The suit comes as the
county is planning its fiscal
year 2015 budget in which
each dollar is being scrupu-
lously analyzed under a new
budget process. 

State Rep. Ron Stephens,
R-Savannah, is the dean of
Chatham’s legislative dele-
gation.

He should pay attention
to these salary battles at the
Courthouse — and if Mr.
Scott calls for help, he
should take the chairman’s
phone call.

The Augusta
Chronicle, on the
passing of Maya
Angelou:

A modest Georgia poet,
Sidney Lanier was ever so
wrong about his name per-
ishing; a major Atlanta-area
lake will forever bear it.

But he was so right that
beauty dieth not.

And such is the case with
America’s poet, Maya
Angelou. Ms. Angelou’s
poetic beauty was well-
enough known. She spoke at
Bill Clinton’s inauguration,
and became a de facto poet
laureate for America.

But lesser known was the
inestimable beauty of her
own life story, made all the
more luminous by the ram-
pant ugliness her flower
burst from: a rape at age 7,
and nearly six years of
abject silence she observed
in the wake of it; racism,
segregation and oppression.

She was unbowed.
Even as a teenage single

mother, she explored the
world of music and dance,
ultimately touring Europe
and performing in New
York. She recorded an album

And she wrote. She never
got a formal college educa-
tion, but she didn’t need that
to warrant some 30 honorary
degrees.

Her autobiography was
titled “I Know Why the
Caged Bird Sings” but in
truth she came to reject the
existence of the cage. Her
indefatigable adventurism
and irrepressible spirit was
its own song to life. She was
a self-made woman —
women, really: San
Francisco’s first streetcar
driver at age 16; a self-
taught speaker of six lan-
guages; a foreign newspaper
editor; a university teacher
and more.

No alpinist ever climbed
greater peaks from more
nethermost starting points.
But she will be remembered
mostly as a poet, and her
name will never perish —
and how beautiful is that?
Indeed, for a woman who
overcame unspeakable vio-
lence and abhorrent racism,
it is poetic justice.

Albany Herald on a
soldier’s freedom:

Sgt. Bowe Bergdahl’s five
years of captivity are over,
his freedom purchased at
what may prove to be a high
price.

His ordeal, however, may
be going on for some time.

Citing concerns about
Bergdahl’s health, the
Obama administration,
through the government if
Qatar, worked out the deal in
which Bergdahl’s freedom
was secured. In exchange,
the United States freed from
Guantanimo and sent to
Qatar a quintet of terrorists
classified as “high risk” and
“likely to pose a threat.”

Part of the deal is that the
five will remain in Qatar for
at least a year and will be
monitored. In Afghanistan,
however, the feeling is that
the five ex-prisoners will
soon rejoin the fight to top-
ple the Afghan government.
While that prisoner release,
which Republican lawmak-
ers contend was illegal in
that Congress was not noti-
fied 30 days in advance of
the releases, is an issue
between the administration
and Congress, Bergdahl may
have to answer some ques-
tions himself once he is
cleared to do so by medical
professionals.

To be clear, we are
always relieved when an
American citizen in military
service returns home. 

There’s little doubt that
Bergdahl was disillusioned
with the war in Afghanistan,
though the exact circum-
stances of his capture remain
unknown. Many U.S. offi-
cials, however, believe that
he was captured by the
Taliban after he walked
away from his post.

In 2009, a Rolling Stone
article recounted emails he
sent to his parents just
before his capture in which
he said the “future is too
good to waste on lies” and
that life was too short to
waste “helping fools with
their ideas that are wrong. I
have seen their ideas and I
am ashamed to even be
American.”

His words indicate a
mindset that could have
resulted in him walking off
his post. Regardless of
whether a breakdown result-
ed in him deserting or
whether he was captured
when he fell behind his
group, his disappearance
placed more U.S. service
personnel in immediate dan-
ger.

In Afghanistan, pre-
dictability in movement
courts death, and the meth-
ods that had to be employed
by search teams made their
movements exactly that —
predictable. Six of
Bergdahl’s fellow American
service members were killed
in the ensuing months as
they searched for their miss-
ing comrade. Army officials
have indicated that they’re
unlikely to pursue any disci-
plinary action against
Bergdahl given what he has
endured for the last five
years.

We suspect it was a hell
to which few people can
relate. Still, those who
risked their lives — and the
families of those soldiers
who lost theirs — in
attempting to find Bergdahl
deserve to know the truth of
what happened. They are
owed that, at the very least.

The Weekly Wrapup
Opinions from around Georgia A game changer for Daniel

It’s hard to tell
what’s a bigger
joke: Common Core
or Common Core
critics. Right-wing
hysteria that
Common Core will
turn our children
into gay socialists
— not kidding
about that one — is
overshadowing
legitimate reasons to
oppose it. The prob-
lem with Common Core
isn’t that Barack Obama is
brainwashing our children.
It’s that the brand new cur-
riculum is being ruined by
the same old tests.

The Common Core State
Standards Initiative began
innocently enough under
George W. Bush. Governors
and state education officials
convened to determine what
to teach our children in
math and English to get
them ready for college.
Then Barack Obama got
elected and offered compet-
itive grants to states through
Race to the Top, whereupon
Common Core became an
insidious plot to destroy
America.

It’s gotten a little out of
hand. In March, a Florida
state representative said the
purpose of Common Core
was to “attract every one of
your children to become as
homosexual as they possi-
bly can.” The Oklahoma
legislature just voted to
repeal Common Core stan-
dards because, as one state

representative said,
it was “indoctrinat-
ing” children into
socialism. An
Alabama Tea Party
leader warned legis-
lators that voting to
adopt Common
Core would damn
them to hell because
it promoted “accept-
ance of homosexual-
ity, alternate
lifestyles, radical

feminism, abortion, illegal
immigration and the redis-
tribution of wealth.”

I am neither kidding nor
done. The American Family
Association predicted that
Common Core would make
it impossible for children
from right-thinking families
to survive in secular society,
forcing the creation of “a
parallel society” with a
“parallel economy, parallel
job opportunities.” Not to
be outdone, WorldNetDaily
warned that Common Core
would turn America into
Nazi Germany.

Amid this cacophony of
kooky, it can be easy to
chalk up the opposition to a
different strain of Obama
Derangement Syndrome.
But most of the opposition
to Common Core deals with
how standardized testing
has turned schools into a
“massive stressball” in the
words of comedian and
public school parent Louis
C.K.

When Louis C.K. went
on a Twitter rant to his 3.4

million followers about how
the pressure had made his
daughters miserable, people
noticed. “My kids used to
love math. Now it makes
them cry. Thanks standard-
ized testing and common
core!” he tweeted.

Suddenly, the country’s
education policy was get-
ting more press than
Benghazi. He took criticism
from Newsweek and Vox
about how he didn’t under-
stand how Common Core
was raising standards. That
criticism misses the point
that with Common Core the
testing tail is wagging the
teaching dog just as it was
under No Child Left
Behind. As Louis C.K.
explained during an appear-
ance on David Letterman’s
show, it’s the testing, not
the standards, that was
stressing out his kids.

“Well, the way I under-
stand it, if a school’s kids
don’t test well, they burn
the school down. It’s pretty
high-pressure,” he said.
“And the tests are written
by people nobody knows
who they are. It’s very
secretive ... They (teachers
and students) prepare for
these tests for a long time.
A lot of the year is about
the test. Teaching to the test
they call it.”

Actually, we do know
who writes the tests:
Pearson, the world’s largest
testing company. The test-
ing giant has been working
hard behind the scenes to

make sure it would cash in
on Common Core, some-
times illegally. Last
December, Pearson paid
$7.7 million in New York
State to settle accusations
that it used its charitable
foundation to help its for-
profit parent company
develop course materials
and software for Common
Core.

If you thought that
would disqualify them from
the Common Core bonanza,
you filled in the wrong little
oval. In May, Pearson won
the testing contract for
Common Core states. We
don’t know how much
money this is, but at $24
per student we could be
looking at the largest testing
contract in history.

It’s fun to mock the
paranoid tea party rantings.
There’s no way Common
Core will turn our children
into gay socialists. Only
ice-skating while singing
“Let It Go” can do that. But
because high-pressure stan-
dardized testing is still the
stick we use to measure
schools, Common Core
could make your children
hate learning. And that’s no
joke.

Jason Stanford is a
Democratic consultant who
writes columns for the
Austin American-Statesman
and The Quorum Report.
He can be reached at stan-
ford@oppresearch.com and
on Twitter @JasStanford.
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