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Viewpoints

The News of 
Brunswick on the 
state’s Judicial 
Qualifications 
Commission:

The state’s Judicial 
Qualifications Commission 
had some teeth before this 
past election.

The agency acted inde-
pendently from the General 
Assembly and mostly free 
of political persuasion as 
it investigated claims of 
unethical or even unlawful 
behavior by judges. The 
lack of political influence 
on how it operated was a 
key aspect of how the com-
mission was put together. 
Although they are certainly 
not supposed to, as elect-
ed constitutional officers, 
judges may be prone to play 
politics while sitting on the 
bench.

Judges have a consider-
able amount of power that, 
if used improperly, could 
lead to corruption. It has 
happened in the past and it 
will likely happen again.

When this happens, 
justice may not be served 
by all decisions. Having 
a body like the JQC is 
important to hold judges 
accountable. After all, they 
are people like the rest of 
us, just as susceptible to 
playing favorites and the 
influence of political pres-
sure.

Most judges, of course, 
will never need to be inves-
tigated. A majority of them 
truly want to do what is 
right according state and 
federal law.

The changes currently 
being discussed for the 
qualifications commission, 
following a state constitu-
tional amendment passed 
in November that altered 
its structure and how it 
operates, will strip much 
of the impartiality it once 
had. Rather than a group 
appointed by the Georgia 
Supreme Court and the 
state bar association, the 
commission will be made 
up of people appointed by 
the General Assembly.

No longer will the com-
mission’s findings be able 
to be used in prosecution of 
a judge should it discover 
something criminal. Rather 
than the findings being 
handed over to a district 
attorney to pursue charges, 
separate investigations by 
law enforcement will have 
to be conducted to pursue 
charges.

Additionally, the com-
mission’s findings will no 
longer be required to be 
made public in all instanc-
es.

These changes open the 
door for statewide politics 
to get in the way of impar-
tial investigations. That 
can go both ways and lead 
to witch hunts and, on the 
other side, lackadaisical 
inquiries.

Most judges will never 
interact with the JQC, and 
that is a good thing. We 
need good people on the 
bench making important 
decisions in our communi-
ties that in some cases truly 
are about life or death.

But when an investi-
gation into the actions of 
a judge is necessary, the 
qualifications commission 
that conducts it must be 
free of political pressure, 
have the teeth to prompt 
prosecution if needed 
and be as transparent as 

it would be for any other 
elected office.

We hope the new struc-
ture for the commission 
does not turn out to be bad 
for all of Georgia.

The Augusta 
Chronicle on Ga. 
Congressman 
Tom Price being 
selected as the 
next Health and 
Human Services 
Department      
secretary:

There is, indeed, a doctor 
in the House.

But not for long.
Georgia Congressman 

Tom Price, a medical doc-
tor, has been tapped to take 
over President Trump’s 
Health and Human Services 
Department — and to per-
form radical surgery on the 
nation’s ailing health care 
system.

What an absolutely fabu-
lous pick.

We know Tom Price, 
and we can tell you he is 
one of the finest people 
in Washington. Stately, 
learned, experienced and 
down to earth, Dr. Price is 
just the man for what ails 
us.

As he has watched the 
government clown car 
known as “Obamacare” 
make a circus of its internet 
rollout; inspire many health 
care providers to leave 
the business; inundate the 
remaining providers with 
a blizzard of paperwork 
and make-work; and send 
premiums and deductibles 
soaring to unsustainable 
levels, Dr. Price has known 
all along what really need-
ed to be done.

“Under ‘Obamacare,’” 
Price said in 2015, “the 
American people are pay-
ing more for health care 
and getting less — less 
access, less quality, and 
fewer choices. The status 
quo and its defenders are 
empowering Washington 
and harming patients 
and doctors. With real, 
patient-centered reforms we 
can build a more innovative 
and responsive health care 
system - one that empowers 
patients and ensures they 
and their doctor have the 
freedom to make health 
care decisions without 
bureaucratic interference or 
influence.”

Price made the state-
ment after introducing the 
Empowering Patients First 
Act, which he said “puts 
patients, families and doc-
tors in charge by focusing 
on the principles of afford-
ability, accessibility, quali-
ty, innovation, choices and 
responsiveness.”

Imagine that: a free-mar-
ket approach in America!

Wikipedia says it’s 
estimated that Price’s bill 
“would yield a net savings 
of $2.3 trillion over ten 
years, and would increase 
the number of insured indi-
viduals by 29 percent” in a 
matter of years.

His bill isn’t the issue, 
though: It’s the expertise 
and thinking that went into 
it.

That expertise and think-
ing will now go into the 
agency tasked with fixing 
what’s been broken.

Superb choice.

The season of giving
‘Tis the season of giving, 

spending time with family 
and friends, and celebrating 
traditions. This past week-
end, we began my family’s 
holiday tradition of putting 
up the Christmas tree. One 
of my favorite moments 
is opening the boxes of 
ornaments. Each time I see 
these very special orna-
ments from my children’s 
time spent at daycare and 
preschool, happy memo-
ries, and some tears, return.

My oldest son helps me 
put up the tree, fluff the 
branches and string the 
lights. Then all three of my 
children find their favorite 
ornaments and hang them 
in a special place. We hang 
the stockings, and our Elf 
on the Shelf returns. On 
Christmas Eve when the 
letters from Santa arrive 
with the reindeer food, we 
all head out to the front 
yard to spread the special 
treats so Santa can find 
our house. Never mind that 
we don’t have a chimney 
— Santa has that covered. 
Then we all load up and 
drive around the county to 
enjoy the Christmas lights. 
Giving is also part of our 
family tradition, not only 
during the holidays, but 

year-round. I’m sure your 
family has their own holi-
day traditions you cherish.

‘Tis 
also the 
season of 
deciding 
what 
impact 
we want 
to have 
on the 
lives of 
those 
around 
us, both 
through 
our 
philan-
thropy and our volunteer-
ism. As you are planning 
your own holiday traditions 
and thinking about the 
impact you wish to have, 
please consider a year-
end gift to United Way. 
Campaign Chairman Tom 
Bundros needs our help to 
reach our $3.8 million goal. 
A new tradition of giving 
can leave a lasting legacy. 
Your gift to United Way is 
one that works 365 days a 
year right here in Whitfield 
and Murray counties to 
improve lives and strength-
en families. Each year 
United Way impacts more 
than 60,000 children, 

youth, adults and the elder-
ly in our focus areas of 
education, basic needs and 
health.

We often think of the 
chill in the air as part 
of our holiday traditions 
and experiences, but the 
cold weather means more 
people in our community 
need help meeting basic 
needs. You don’t have to 
look far to see that we still 
have a high level of poverty 
right here. Last year, more 
than 28,515 nights of shel-
ter were provided to those 
with no place to call home, 
and 16,320 adults and chil-
dren received food assis-
tance. Disaster services and 
house fire assistance were 
provided to 181 people, and 
614 domestic violence calls 
were answered. United 
Way also provided 10,955 
people with assistance to 
reduce their long-term need 
for food, housing, or utility 
assistance through counsel-
ing, life skills education or 
budgeting.

I am fortunate to work 
with some of the most 
incredible board members, 
volunteers, staff and agen-
cy community partners. 
They share a passion for 
our mission and work tire-

lessly to make our commu-
nity a better place to live, 
work, raise a family, and to 
reach those most in need 
of a helping hand. United 
Way’s 60 Community 
Solutions volunteers work 
throughout the year to 
make sure the programs 
we fund meet the greatest 
needs in the most efficient 
and effective manner with-
out duplication of services 
— stretching our dollars 
beyond what you or I could 
possibly do alone.

As you look towards 
making giving part of 
your holiday traditions, we 
invite you to make great 
things happen with United 
Way. A gift to United Way 
of $260 will provide 48 
meals to women and chil-
dren residing in a domestic 
violence shelter. A gift of 
$1,000 will provide 174 
meals to homebound elder-
ly. To see more examples 
of what your dollars can 
do, visit ourunitedway.org/
what-can-your-dollars-do 
and watch our success 
stories on YouTube.com/
UnitedWayNWGA.

Amanda Burt is the 
president of United Way of 
Northwest Georgia. 

Committing acts of journalism
Georgia journalism is alive and 

well.
The state of newspapers in our 

state is strong.
Acts of great journalism are 

happening from Dalton to Atlanta, 
from Milledgeville to Tifton, from 
Moultrie to Thomasville, from 
Valdosta to the 
Georgia coast and 
in almost every 
town and county 
in between.

Newspapers are 
publishing inves-
tigative pieces, 
championing 
open government, 
defending the 
First Amendment 
and providing 
engaging human 
interest features 
in print and 
online.

Could we all be doing more? Of 
course we could — and should.

Newspapers providing real news 
are more important than ever in all 
our communities. People want and 
need reliable sources of information 
they can trust.

Social media posts, blogs and 
less than credible websites blur the 
lines between fact and fiction and 
leave the public confused more than 
informed.

Journalists are out in communities 
across Georgia every day attending 
city council and county commission 
meetings, talking to farmers about 
the impact of drought, interviewing 
business leaders about economic 
conditions and covering school 
assemblies and sporting events.

Reporting facts, celebrating com-
munities and demanding account-
ability, the journalists at local news-
papers provide a valuable service to 
their readers every day.

Fake news reports shared on social 
media and driving traffic on web-
sites highlight just how valuable a 
resource legitimate, bona fide news-
papers are to the communities they 
serve.

As newspapers provide the news 
on multiple platforms — legacy print, 
websites, SMS and social media — 
reporters understand more people 
have access to the news, features and 
information they provide than has 
ever been possible. Small community 
weekly newspapers that once had 
hundreds of readers now have thou-
sands and dailies that had thousands 
of readers now have tens of thou-
sands and even millions of readers.

It is an exciting time to be a jour-
nalist.

Journalists know they can inspire, 
inform, educate and improve the 
communities they serve. They can 
expose corruption, champion import-
ant causes and motivate greatness.

Their words can stimulate thought, 
incubate conversation, empower the 
powerless, bring laughter and invoke 
tears. Most important, their words 
can be trusted.

David Chavern of News Media 
Alliance reported that newspapers 
across the country saw a bump in 
subscriptions following the election. 
While there is no science behind the 
observation, it could be more people 
are turning to their local newspaper 
because of the outbreak of fake news 
during the election.

Scores of misleading — and 

downright false — reports circulat-
ed on social media. Alarmingly, in 
many cases fake news drove more 
web traffic, got shared more often 
and showed up in Google searches 
more than the actual, real, news. 
Social media reports that do not 
link back to legitimate news sources 
should simply not be trusted.

Chavern aptly pointed out, “The 
algorithms of Facebook and Google 
lack the human editorial element to 
decide when a story is false. Mark 
Zuckerberg said that ‘identifying the 
truth is complicated.’ But somehow 
journalists have managed to be the 
purveyors of truth for centuries.”

Most people who share fake news 
posts are well-meaning and actually 
think what they are reading is the 
truth, the whole truth and nothing 
but the truth. To be fair, the average 
person does not have the time or 
resources to fact check everything 
they read on social media, on a blog 
or hear on talk radio, for that matter.

What you can do is rely on a 
legacy news source for your news 
— knowing that real reporters are 
interviewing, researching and writ-
ing about real things — and rely 
on social media for socializing and 
entertainment.

Jim Zachary is the regional editor 
of CNHI newspapers serving com-
munities in Georgia and Florida. He 
also is editor of The Valdosta Daily 
Times, director of the Transparency 
Project of Georgia, vice-chairman 
of The Red & Black serving the 
University of Georgia campus and 
a member of the board of directors 
of the Georgia First Amendment 
Foundation.
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Zachary
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WRITE TO US!
Send your letter to the editor to 

charlesoliver@daltoncitizen.com.

The Daily Citizen welcomes opinions from 
readers on topics of public interest. Because 
of space considerations, letters should not 
exceed 400 words. You may also mail your 
letter to The Daily Citizen at P.O. Box 1167, 

Dalton, GA 30722
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