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Kim Harper making a difference
Having just wrapped 

up our 2016 Make a 
Difference Day and gradu-
ating another class of ready 
and able volunteers pre-
pared to actively engage on 
nonprofits boards through 
our Boardwalk program, it 
gives me pause to reflect 
on just how special our 
community is.

How many communities 
our size have the support 
of thousands of businesses 
and individuals who give 
$3.8 million a year and 
mobilize 4,000 volunteers 
for an additional $1 mil-
lion in impact? We have so 
many great things we can 
say about Whitfield and 
Murray counties, but some-
times we forget that we are 
home to special people who 
care deeply about others.

To borrow from Winston 
Churchill, “You make a 
living by what you get. You 
make a life by what you 
give.” In my role at United 
Way, I have the honor and 
privilege of working with 
some of the kindest, most 
generous and caring people 
you will ever meet. One 
of these special people 
is Kim Harper, a human 
resources professional at 
Beaulieu of America. I 
was introduced to Kim 
Harper by Ralph Boe, then 
CEO of Beaulieu. We were 

looking for someone to join 
our United Way Board of 
Directors from the com-
pany.

Kim 
answered 
the call 
with 
passion. 
She was 
an active 
member 
of the 
United 
Way 
Board of 
Directors 
from 
2008-
2014 

and has been volunteering 
with United Way for almost 
20 years. Kim made it her 
mission to become edu-
cated about the work of 
United Way in our focus 
areas of education, basic 
needs, and health and share 
that message with others. 
She has been instrumental 
in many successful employ-
ee campaigns and leads the 
associates on impact tours 
to see how each and every 
dollar is put to the highest 
and best use to improve 
lives.

Great things happen 
through involvement 
and impact! When asked 
about her dedication to 
United Way, Kim shared, 

“Through the years, I’ve 
been able to see first-hand 
how United Way puts my 
funds to good use. United 
Way is an awesome way 
to become involved in 
the community and to be 
a part of the great things 
happening in Whitfield and 
Murray counties.”

Kim has a personal 
connection to United Way. 
She added, “My niece is a 
long-time client of Murray 
County Developmental 
Center, a United Way 
Community Partner, 
which serves adults with 
developmental disabili-
ties. This organization is 
instrumental in providing 
one-on-one interaction with 
her. Through the center’s 
outreach program, she is 
given the opportunity to 
have normal experiences, 
and her family is able to 
balance work and home 
life.”

Kim’s family is also 
impacted by RossWoods 
Adult Day Services, anoth-
er United Way Community 
Partner.

“My aunt had a stroke 
several years ago which 
left her incapacitated. She 
spends a couple of days 
each week at RossWoods. 
This time enables her hus-
band, who is her full-time 
caregiver, to go to work. 

Because of your gift to 
United Way, my aunt has 
the opportunity to socially 
interact and experience the 
joy of being with others.”

Great things start with 
you! Thanks to your gift 
to United Way last year, 
51 adults with develop-
mental disabilities were 
provided job coaching to 
find or maintain employ-
ment. Another 301 elderly 
and disabled adults were 
provided with nursing 
care, bathing, nutrition, 
therapeutic activities or job 
support.

As Campaign Chairman 
Tom Bundros and his team 
enter the home stretch 
of the campaign, please 
think about how you can 
be a part of making a dif-
ference, like Kim Harper, 
and help us reach our $3.8 
million goal. Last year 
alone, the lives of 60,000 
people were impacted 
by United Way. It takes 
everyone working together 
to create a better commu-
nity.

Give today at ourunit 
edway.org/give or mail a 
check to United Way of 
NWGA, P.O. Box 566, 
Dalton, GA 30722. 

Amanda Burt is presi-
dent of the United Way of 
Northwest Georgia.

In victory, a side of 
Trump I didn’t expect

The campaign is done. The votes 
are counted. And America is waking 
up from one of the strangest, angriest 
and most divisive presidential cam-
paigns in recent memory.

So I’ll be the first to say it: 
Congratulations, President-elect 
Trump. For the good of the nation, I 
hope you succeed.

We don’t agree on much. OK, we 
don’t agree on anything at all. But 
that’s politics. It’s a 
competition of ideas. 
And on Tuesday 
night, a majority of 
Americans decided 
they liked yours 
better.

The blue-collar 
billionaire shtick 
worked — even with 
the harsh rhetoric 
about undocument-
ed immigrants and 
Muslims and your 
playboy past and 
the unacceptable 
treatment of women that you blithely 
dismissed as “locker room talk.”

In victory early Wednesday morn-
ing, you were something I didn’t 
expect: gracious and magnanimous. 
It was a stark contrast to your tone on 
the stump, which was hectoring and 
confrontational.

So when you said that it’s “time for 
us to come together as one, united 
people,” I’m going to take you at your 
word.

When you told a crowd in New 
York City that you “(pledged) to 
every citizen of our land,” that you 
will “be a president to all of our citi-
zens,” I’m going to assume you were 
in earnest and that this wasn’t the 
beginning of the mother of all bait-
and-switches.

And when you asked your oppo-
nents for “guidance and help in uni-

fying our great country,” I’ll give you 
the benefit of the doubt and assume 
you actually want it and that it wasn’t 
empty rhetoric.

But you have your work cut out for 
you.

As big as your victory was, there 
are still tens of millions of people 
who viscerally disagree with you.

You’re going to have to somehow 
bring them on your side. And that 
work will be difficult after 18 months 
of the sort of fighting that we’ve seen 
over the course of this campaign.

After all, you can’t say that you’re 
going to have your attorney general 
investigate the competition and claim 
that she belongs in jail and immedi-
ately expect your opponents to come 
around.

Nor can you say that you plan to 
begin rounding up and deporting sev-
eral million people, many of whom 
have lived in the United States for 
years and have started families, with-
out expecting serious resistance and 
withering criticism.

And you can’t talk about women 
or blacks or Muslims the way that 
you did and expect that they’ll sim-
ply overlook it. That’s not how this 
works.

There are many Americans 
who woke up on Wednesday 
morning fearing that the guy on 
the stump is the one who’s head-
ing to the White House, not the 
one your advisers claim you are 
behind the scenes. That’s serious 
and it’s real. And you have a lot 
to prove.

But you’re by no means alone in 
that soul-searching.

Democrats have their own chal-
lenges to confront.

Tuesday’s result was as thorough a 
repudiation of corporatist Democratic 
politics as any we’ve ever seen. Party 
leaders will be sifting through the 

results and the wreckage to figure out 
where the message, and its flawed 
messenger, fell flat.

Similarly, Republican leaders who 
explicitly repudiated you and your 
philosophy will have to figure out 
their place in the political landscape 
you so sharply redefined on Tuesday 
night.

Victory, however, tends to be a 
great unifier — so you have that 
going for you.

And, yes, the press and pollsters 
will have to do some soul-searching, 
too, and come to grips with how we 
missed the appeal of a message that 
so clearly touched so many voters 
and how the polls could have gotten 
that so utterly wrong.

And then there are your own 
supporters, to whom you have 
promised the moon and the stars. 
Legislative majorities alone won’t 
be enough — they’ll need to see that 
famed deal-making skill in action.

But that’s tomorrow.
Today, linger over coffee in your 

gold-plated penthouse, enjoy the win 
and the knowledge that you’ve turned 
the American political establishment 
on its head.

I still don’t think you’re qualified. 
And I still think your ideas are bad 
for the country.

But as I’ve noted so often before, 
we’re all in this together. And when 
the shouting is done, we still have to 
find a way to row in the same direc-
tion. I hope that we can.

So congratulations, Mr. Trump. 
And good luck. You are certainly 
going to need it.

John Micek is the opinion editor 
and political columnist for PennLive/
The Patriot-News in Harrisburg, Pa. 
Readers may follow him on Twitter 
@ByJohnLMicek and email him at 
jmicek@pennlive.com.
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The Weekly Wrapup
Opinions from 
around Georgia
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The Macon Telegraph 
on high school       
graduation rates:

Some will look at the 
small increase in gradua-
tion rates from the Georgia 
Department of Education — 
from 78.8 percent in 2014-15 
school year to 79.2 percent 
in the 2015-16 school year 
— and say, “What’s the big 
deal?” But let’s reverse the 
question: What would be 
the topic of conversation if 
the grad rate had dropped 
by 3 percentage points? You 
guessed it. The pitch forks 
would come out and educa-
tion naysayers would be on 
the stump.

There are many factors 
that go into a rising gradu-
ation rate — and many of 
those factors have nothing 
to do with the level of edu-
cation being delivered at 
the high schools. However, 
when a student enters the 
ninth grade, the high school 
has four years to address 
any issues developed over 
the past eight or nine years 
of education; sometimes 
more. In any school system, 
it is truly a team effort filled 
with teachers, counselors, 
administrators, media spe-
cialists and others all along 
the path that leads to the 
graduation stage.

Weaknesses in a student 
can be identified early. 
However, if they are not 
addressed, they can lead to 
problems for the rest of their 
k-12 careers. By the eighth 
grade, a student’s drop-out 
potential can be pretty accu-
rately predicted, and once 
they enter high school, their 
numbers count.

What the graduation rate 
does show — over time — is 
how hard a school system 
is working to address the 
issues facing students in its 
system. In Bibb County the 
grad rate in 2014 was 58.9 
percent. The latest data put 
the grad rate at 71.6 percent.

Dr. Curtis Jones, Bibb’s 
superintendent, in his first 
convocation stressed the 
need for teachers to start 
instilling in their students 
the vision of high school 
graduation by stressing 
what graduation class stu-
dents were a member of. 
He also reminded teachers 
and administrators in his 
November 2015 blog (when 
the district went from 58.7 
percent to a 71.6 percent 
graduation rate), “As we 
analyze why this outstand-
ing achievement occurred, 
we should stay focused and 
realize we just upped the 
level of expectations by our 
parents and our community. 
If we can get 71 percent this 
year, they are not going to 
be happy with a decline next 
year, so let’s keep moving 
forward. Congratulations! 
This is something to cele-
brate!”

He was right then, and he 
could use the same phrase 
today. All schools have to 
stay on their game — not 
just the high schools. While 
Howard had an increase 
over last year of 7.5 percent, 
Central, 0.4 percent, Rutland 
5 percent, Northeast 3.6 per-
cent, Westside dropped 3.8 
percent, as did Southwest by 
4.1 percent. 

Various districts employ 
different strategies to make 
sure students stay in school 
and earn enough credits 
to graduate on time. Some 
districts have active partner-
ships with colleges and uni-
versities. Some schools hold 
Saturday sessions and credit 
recovery sessions during 
holiday periods where stu-
dents can catch up, or alter-
native night sessions.

All states are now calcu-
lating graduation rates using 
the same formula, so the 
state-to-state data can be 
accurately compared.

Will there ever come a 
time when a 100 percent 
graduation rate is always 
firmly in hand without the 
extra attention? Every cohort 
of students presents chal-
lenges. Times are constantly 
changing. Remediation 
programs used today will 
have to be adjusted to 
address how society evolves 
throughout the 21st century.

One thing is certain, a 
high school diploma, while 
not the ticket to a good job 
and career that it once was, 
is still absolutely necessary 
to open the doors of higher 
education that hold the keys 
to success.

 

The Augusta 
Chronicle on election 
aftermath:

Well, we’re through with 
the election.

It’s a good bet the elec-
tion’s not through with us, 
though.

Fact is, this election, even 
more so than the bitterly con-
tested, court-decided contest 
of 2000, has exposed a can-
yon-sized fault line between 
Americans on the right and 
left.

We simply have deep, pro-
found differences about the 
very nature of America.

Half the nation wants our 
traditional constitutional 
republic, with limited gov-
ernment, individual liberty 
and safety nets carefully 
calibrated to encourage the 
kind of self-reliance and can-
do spirit that built this nation 
into the greatest ever.

The other half seeks 
a European-style social 
democracy, with high taxes, 
government health care and 
wealth redistribution, and a 
supposed benevolent govern-
ment omnipresence in our 
lives.

The two presidential can-
didates represented these two 
polar opposites. And their 
personal flaws — Hillary 
Clinton’s chronic corruption 
and well-earned reputation 
for lying, and Trump’s crass-
ness — only accentuated 
the existing divisions in the 
electorate.

These important ideolog-
ical divisions remain today. 
And they will be the source 
of continued dispute and dis-
cord — as they must be.

Not all tension is bad. 
Tension forces objects to be 
more flexible and strong. 
Romantic tension creates 
interest. Plot tension makes 
for better stories. Tension in 
big games makes athletes 
into champions.

The danger is taking ten-
sion to the breaking point 
— which we nearly did in 
this election. There was iso-
lated violence; a low-brow, 
childish, name-calling cam-
paign; and arguments that 
leaked into every walk of 
life, sometimes even ending 
friendships.

The fabric of America tore 
just a little bit more this elec-
tion cycle.

We need to spend some 
time reflecting on those 
things that unite us — most 
notably, our cherished tradi-
tion and saving grace of the 
peaceful transfer of power.

If only Thanksgiving Day 
were today.

Well, it can be.
Even before the election, 

public and private leaders 
and houses of worship were 
making plans for pre- and 
post-election prayer and 
unity.

In Beaverton, Ore., a hand-
ful of churches invited folks 
to pray Monday night before 
they voted on Tuesday. In 
Kansas City’s Community 
Christian Church, they 
scheduled a “Jazz Vespers” 
worship service. In New 
Jersey, the Episcopal bishop 
of Newark has called for an 
“Interfaith Service of Post-
Election Reconciliation.”

The National Cathedral 
in Washington, D.C., has a 
series of services planned 
for reconciliation and heal-
ing. In Chesapeake, Va., a 
service after the polls closed 
Tuesday, for “the healing of 
the country and the healing 
of relationships.”

Everywhere we went on 
Monday, people were talking 
about how glad they were 
that the election would be 
over. We agree.

But the divisions the elec-
tion illuminated remain.

We must continue to fight 
for our beliefs. But our task 
now is to cool the tempera-
ture, calm the rhetoric and 
work together.

We’re done with the elec-
tion. Not with each other.
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