
potential operator that is
denied can appeal to the
Georgia Board of Education, a
body of gubernatorial
appointees. 

The constitutional change
would allow the state to
establish a separate panel of
political appointees to issue
charters to private operators.
Prospective statewide charter
operators would apply direct-
ly to the new panel. Local
operators would still start
with their local school board,
but then effectively have two
appeal paths. 

The state previously had
its own commission to grant
charters, but the Georgia
Supreme Court ruled it was
unconstitutional. That led
Deal to push for an amend-
ment that would override the
court. 

A major plank of the
opposition’s argument is that
a commission isn’t necessary.
Georgia has more than 200
charter schools already,
including those authorized by
the commission that the state
Supreme Court nixed. 

Proponents answer that
parents and students would
benefit from as many educa-
tional options as possible.

“That’s the operative
word: Choice,” Deal said this
week. 

Both sides acknowledge
the complicated nature of the
dispute.

“We recognize that there
are plenty of quality public
school systems,” said Jason
O’Rouke, political director
for the proponents. “But we
recognize that they don’t
work for all students.”

Sen. Vincent Ford, an
Atlanta Democrat who
opposes the amendment, said,
“We don’t oppose charter
schools. We support local
control of our schools, of all
public schools.”

Proponents have a signifi-
cant financial advantage.
O’Rouke said Families for a
Better Georgia plans to spend
“between $1 million and $2
million.” That’s not enough
for television, but plenty for
targeted direct mail pieces
and printed material that will

be distributed in part by par-
ents and children in existing
charter schools.

“Who better to hear from
than the people who have
already benefited from
choice?” he said, explaining
the strategy. 

He said they will target
Democratic and Republican
areas. Of note will be urban,
mostly minority enclaves
where parents are likely to
want more choices and rural
districts where local lawmak-
ers and education officials are
most reticent to see the school
landscape change fundamen-
tally. 

O’Rouke said he has lined
up strategists who could
quickly produce television
spots and secure time slots “if
the money materialized.”

Through Aug. 22, the
committee had raised almost
$490,000, including
$250,000 from Alice Walton
of the Wal-Mart ownership
family and $100,000 from K-
12 Inc., a for-profit charter
operator. The committee’s
September report was not yet
public Friday afternoon.

A second political action
committee, an arm of
Americans for Prosperity, had
registered with the state but
no financial activity was
available as of Friday.
Americans for Prosperity was
founded by the conservative
businessmen David and
Charles Koch of Koch
Industries. 

Through this week, Vote
SMART! had raised about
$101,000, according to its lat-
est disclosures. That’s not
even a quarter of what it takes
to buy a week of TV ads
across the state. 

Upchurch acknowledged
the money disadvantage, but
he embraces the built-in orga-
nizational heft of the groups
lined up in opposition.
Among them: the Georgia
Parent Teacher Association;
multiple teachers’ profession-
al associations; and separate
state organizations for school
administrators, local superin-
tendents and local school
boards. They are joined by
the legislature’s Black
Caucus and several civil
rights organizations.

Carolyn Bryant. He went on
to study at the University of
Georgia School of Business,
where he played on the bas-
ketball and baseball team,
graduating in 1960.

Godfrey owned and oper-
ated G&C Rubber Coating
Co. and was a Civitan mem-
ber for more than 40 years.

“He was one of the finest
people you could ever get to
know,” Elrod said. “He was
very active in the communi-
ty. He absolutely loved the
city of Dalton.”

Mike Robinson served on
the City Council after
Godfrey, but he knew him
for many years. Godfrey was
one of the founding mem-
bers of Rock Bridge
Community Church, which
Robinson also attends.

“He was one of the best
men of character I’ve ever
met. If Harlan said he was
going to do something, you
knew he would do it,”
Robinson. “He was firm in
his beliefs. He was dedicat-
ed to his family and his
church and to the city of
Dalton. I’m going to miss
him.”

Robinson agree that
Godfrey was very interested

in making Dalton a greener
and more attractive place to
live.

“When I was on the coun-
cil I was the liaison to the
tree board for quite a while,
and I recall Harlan often
attended those meeting. He
thought the work the tree
board was doing was very
important and wanted to stay
informed,” Robinson said. 

Godfrey is survived by
his wife of 56 years, Carolyn
Bryant Godfrey of Dalton;
three daughters and sons-in-
law, Tarre and Pete Green of
Atlanta, Dawn and Scott
Sellers of Dalton, Kara and
Doug Allen of Atlanta;
grandchildren, Barrett and
Connor Green, Payton,
Hutton and Worthington
Sellers, Adeline, Portman
and Myers Allen; sisters,
Peggy and Clayton Causby
of Dalton, Susan and Rick
Belford of Savannah, and
brother, David and Kay
Godfrey of Orlando, Fla.;
nieces and nephews.

The family will receive
friends at Love Funeral
Home today from 2:30 to 5
p.m.

There will be a private
family burial in the historic
section of West Hill
Cemetery. 

What a great name our
organization has: United
Way. The path of together-
ness.

Last Monday, CEOs
from competing floorcover-
ing companies, competing
banks and other local indus-
try gathered in one intersec-
tion of
downtown
Dalton. The
reason: to
see who
could pedal
a tricycle
the fastest
and claim
the gold cup
and a few
bragging
rights. They
came to
show sup-
port of our
local United Way.

As if the thousands of
dollars these companies
have given annually to
United Way don’t do
enough to demonstrate their
dedicated support, these
CEOs showed up after
work, donned a United Way
T-shirt, a blue superhero
cape and jumped on a tricy-
cle. 

United Way is embraced
by local companies. Belief
in our mission is strong and
supported from the plant
floor to the corner office.
This is why our United Way
is so successful. We have
worked hard to gain the trust
and confidence of the local
business community. Since
the 1940s, they have opened
their doors to us annually
for employee campaigns —
and throughout the year for
employee volunteerism. 

When was the last time
this many local CEOs all
came together and stood
shoulder to shoulder around
a common goal? United
Way has the power to do
just that. Corporate leaders
put their business interests
aside and joined the United
Way team. It gives me
chills. It takes everyone in
the community working
together to create a brighter
future. 

The Superhero Sprint &
CEO Trike Relay were well
supported, a very visible
representation of the con-
nectedness that is the fabric
of our United Way. Visit
Facebook.com/unitedwayn-
wga for pictures of both
events.

Thank you to all the par-
ticipants. A special congrat-
ulations goes to J&J
Industries for taking home
the CEO Trike Relay gold
cup. CEO Trike Relay teams

included:
n BB&T: Bill Davies,

Blake Gober, Joel Etheridge
and McKenzie Fleming

n Beaulieu: Carl
Bouckaert, Ralph Boe,
Karel Vercruyssen and
Nicolas Bouckaert 

n Brown Industries:
Stuart Nelson, Rick Klein,
Tim Holt and Kenny
Sheppard

n Dalton Utilities: Don
Cope, John Thomas, Craig
Bock and Jeremy Talley 

n Engineered Floors:
Bob Shaw, Zack Adamson,
William Young and Joe
Young

n First Bank of Dalton:
Barry Robbins, Scott
Sellers, Mark Godfrey and
Mitch Sanford

n IVC: Angelina
Cebrian, Peter Boschmans,
Derek Kozlowski and Micah
Riggle

n J&J Industries: Doug
Schneller, Jonathan Sierra,
Louis Fordham and Brad
Townsend

n Marketing Alliance:
Bryan Hair, Landon Hair,
Sandy McDowell and Raj
Kapur

n Mohawk: Jeff
Lorberbaum, Chris
Behrends, Brian Carson and
Shelley Yeary

n Shaw Industries: Vance
Bell, Randy Merritt, David
Morgan and Pete Sigmon

n US Floors: Piet
Dossche, Lawrence
Dossche, Julian Dossche
and Sam Ruble

The name United Way is
so broad. United Way covers
so many different aspects of
our community to improve
lives: education, basic needs
and health. From getting
kids ready for kindergarten,
helping a family cope with
Alzheimer’s to making sure
victims of a house fire get
back on their feet — these
are just a few of the ways
our United Way is here to
help.

Thank you to all the
donors, volunteers and even
a few superheroes who
make this community work
possible. A special thank
you to Kevin Sanders, vice
president of hospitality at
Shaw Industries and this
year’s United Way campaign
chairman, for having the
vision for the CEO Trike
Relay and bringing excite-
ment to our campaign sea-
son.

To learn more about
United Way visit ourunited-
way.org.

Amanda Burt is president
of the United Way of
Northwest Georgia.
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PULMONARY & SLEEP MEDICINE
SLEEP DISORDERS CENTER

Are you aware of how sleep may impact your heart or your risk for stroke?
Clinical studies have shown a link between obstructive sleep apnea (OSA) and stroke. 
OSA is a common condition in which the upper airway repeatedly collapses during 
sleep, causing a decreased airflow that stresses the heart and the body during the night. 
If untreated, this condition had been associated with the development of various heart 
disorders including stroke, high blood pressure and abnormal heart rhythms.

– Do you snore?

– Do you ever stop breathing during sleep? 

– Do you feel sleepy during the day? 

– Do you have a history of high blood pressure?

* If you answered yes to two or more of these questions, call for evaluation by a Board Certified 
Sleep Specialist. You may need to have further evaluation of your breathing while you sleep, to 
diagnose whether you have OSA and to indicate the best treatment.

RISK FOR A STROKE OR HEART ATTACK

Medical Director, Naseer  A. Humayun , MD, FAASM, FCCP
1420 Mineral Springs Rd., Dalton • (706) 226-2330

 www.daltonsleep.com
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Putting ‘United’
in United Way

MOULTRIE (AP) —
Animal welfare authori-
ties in Moultrie are allow-
ing the public to adopt
roosters that were confis-
cated from a cock fighting
ring.

More than 40 of the ani-
mals are housed at the
Moultrie Colquitt County
Humane Society.

The birds were seized
when police raided a cock
fighting operation in July.
Authorities said 32 people
were arrested, and most
were charged with the
misdemeanor crime of
being a party to animal
cruelty. The birds were
given to the local humane
society.

Roosters confiscated in
fighting ring up for adoption

High debate stakes: 
WASHINGTON (AP) —

Barack Obama is cruising
into the presidential debates
with momentum on his side,
yet he’s still struggling to
revive the passion and excite-
ment that propelled him to
the White House. Mitt
Romney is grasping for his
last, best chance to reboot his
campaign after a disastrous
September.

The fierce and determined
competitors in the tight race
have a specific mission for
the three debates, the first of
which is Wednesday night in
Denver.

Obama, no longer the
fresh face of 2008, must con-
vince skeptical Americans
that he can accomplish in a
second term what he couldn’t
in his first, restoring the
economy to full health.

Romney, anxious to keep
the race from slipping away,
needs to instill confidence
that he is a credible and trust-
ed alternative to the presi-

dent, with a better plan for
strengthening the economy.

“The burden in many
ways is heavier on Romney,”
says Wayne Fields, a profes-
sor at Washington University
in St. Louis who specializes
in political rhetoric. “What
we see right now is an uncer-
tainty about whether he’s
ready for the job.”

For all the hundreds of
campaign appearances, thou-
sands of political ads and bil-
lions of dollars invested in
the race, this is a singular
moment in the contest.
Upward of 50 million people
are expected to watch each of
the debates, drawing the
largest political audience of
the year.

Forty-one percent of
Americans reported watching
all of the 2008 debates, and
80 percent said they saw at
least a bit, according to a Pew
Research Center poll.

That intense interest tends
to crowd out everything else

for a time, adding to the
debates’ importance. With
polls indicating that Obama
has been gaining ground
steadily in the most competi-
tive states, the pressure is on
Romney to turn in a breakout
performance.

The Denver debate, 90
minutes devoted to domestic
policy, airs live at 9 p.m.
EDT, with the two men seat-
ed side by side in elevated
director’s chairs. Romney
and Obama debate again Oct.
16 in Hempstead, N.Y., and
Oct. 22 in Boca Raton, Fla.
Vice President Joe Biden and
Republican Paul Ryan have
their lone debate Oct. 11 in
Danville, Ky.

With early or absentee
voting already under way in
more than half the states, any
first impressions created in
the debates could well be last
impressions. What the candi-
dates say is sure to matter
immensely, but how they say

it may count for even more.
“We remember visual

impressions from debates
more than we remember spe-
cific words,” says Alan
Schroeder, a Northeastern
University professor who’s
written a history of presiden-
tial debates.

Whether the candidates
smile or grimace, strike a
confident or defensive pose,
speak with a resonant or
strained tone of voice, it all
matters. That may be particu-
larly true for the all-impor-
tant undecided voters and
those still open to changing
their minds.

Staunch Democrats and
Republicans may well be
firm in their choices, says
Patti Wood, an Atlanta-based
expert on body language, but
if less partisan voters are
“frightened in general about
their lives, if they’re insecure,
they’re going to pick the
most charismatic person.”

Romney looks
to gain momentum

 


