
■ Two local students — William Kyle
Boyer from Dalton and Jonathan Erik
McBrayer from Calhoun — graduated from
the Truett Theological Seminary at Baylor
University with a master of divinity degree.
Boyer, who earned his undergraduate degree
from Georgia Southern University, focused
his degree on theology, while McBrayer’s
concentration was in Christian education.

■ Rodney Lock from Dalton graduated
from Georgia Southwestern State University
in May with a bachelor of science degree in
psychology.

■ Students at Young Harris College who
achieve a grade point average of 3.5 or high-
er are awarded a place on the dean’s list. In
the spring, Dalton High School graduate
Melina Medina and Northwest Whitfield
High School graduate Claudia Jamileth Del
Cid earned spots on the list.

Young Harris College also names students
with a perfect 4.0 grade point average to the
president’s list each semester. This year,
Thomas Wade Tarleton and Mayeli Medina
from Dalton were added to the president’s list
for their academic achievements.

Several students from Dalton earned
degrees from Young Harris College. Sagrid
Alejandro Manzanares graduated with an
associate degree in arts, while Jose
Guadalupe Acevedo earned an associate
degree in science. Luis Irving Salaises com-
pleted a bachelor degree in science.

■ Several students from Dalton completed
their requirements to earn diplomas from the
University of Georgia this year, including
Megan Marie Bruner, Elizabeth Malone
Callaway, Mimi Elizabeth Ensley, Jonathan
David Fain, Kalen Elizabeth Haynes, Anna
Danae Houser, Meghan Elizabeth Irwin, Sara
Katherine Jordan, Thomas Arnold Mahvi,
Beau Dustin Martin, Reece Sinclair Myers,
Thomas Brandon Peters, Claudia Aracely
Rios, Micheal Hosam Saad-Naguib, Henry
Lawrence Scott III, Susan Hale Spicknall and
John Steven Williams.

■ Two Dalton residents recently earned
degrees from Valdosta State University.
Connie Vivian Branam finished her master’s
in social work while Tammy Eller Poplin
received an education specialist in teaching
and learning degree.

■ Amanda Smith from Dalton graduated
from Georgia College with a bachelor of sci-
ence in psychology.

■ Stephanie Bailey, William Brackett,
Adrian Mora and Lee Hunter-Eades from
Dalton graduated this spring from Georgia
Southern University.

■ Rachel Manis from Chatsworth graduat-
ed from Excelsior College in Albany, N.Y.,
with an associate degree in science in nurs-
ing.

■ Reinhardt University has granted sever-
al local students a place on the dean’s list for
their academic achievements. These students
maintained an excellent grade point average
with no grade lower than a B in any subject.
The students are Trenn Carnes and Sloane
Stafford of Chatsworth, Heather Crook and
Tonya Sexton from Resaca, and Lauren Long,
Alexa Griffin and Hannah Mayo from Dalton.

■ Ashley Gwynn Nowlin of Chatsworth
was named to the dean’s list at Union
University for the spring semester.

■ Holly Smith of Cohutta earned a spot on
the dean’s list at Brenau University. She was
a senior majoring in fashion design.

■ Samford University named several stu-
dents from Whitfield County to the dean’s
list. From Dalton, Caroline Harbin, Katherine
Jewell and Audrey Puryear earned the honor.
Also on the dean’s list were Garrett Brown
and Christina Robinson from Rocky Face.

■ Patrick Lane Barkley of Dalton and
Stephen Grant Daniel of Rocky Face were
named to the dean’s list for the most recent
semester at Samford University’s
Cumberland School of Law. To earn this
honor, a student must maintain a 3.0 grade
point average and have a minimum of 10
credit academic hours.

■ Several local students were named to
the dean’s list at Georgia Southern University
for the spring semester. From Chatsworth are
Ashley Hooker, Courtney Griffin and Morgan
Griffin. Dalton students on the list are Amber
Morrison, Brian Anderson, Nathan Minor,
Spencer Ruble, William Brackett, Catherine
Baker, Hannah Joyce and Emery Brown.
Others are Garren Palmer and Zack Amos
from Rocky Face and Clyde Sheets from
Cohutta.

■ Mercer University has awarded the
James T. McAfee Jr. Endowed Vision and
Leadership Scholarship to Matthew
Townsend of Dalton.

Townsend, an accounting major at Mercer,
is an outstanding leader. He is about to
embark on his fourth year of undergraduate
studies and is the treasurer of the student gov-
ernment.
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WELCOME
TO THE PRACTICE!

Jack Hitchens, Au.D.
Doctor of Audiology

A division of Dalton Ear Nose and Throat
is proud to welcome Dalton native, Dr. Jack Hitchens to our family of Hearing
Care Providers! He joins two audiologists, Dr. Whitney Smith and Dr. Anna
Wade who have been providing hearing and balance care to Northwest Georgia

citizens for many years.

Northwest Georgia Hearing Center specializes in:

• HEARING TECHNOLOGIES FOR EVERY BUDGET
• A BETTER HEARING GUARANTEE
• COMPREHENSIVE DIAGNOSTIC TESTING FORALLAGES
• EASY PARKINGAND FLEXIBLE SCHEDULING
• THE HIGHEST LEVEL OF CUSTOMER SERVICE
AND PATIENT CARE

• PHYSICIAN & DOCTORATE GUIDED HEARING
HEALTHCARE PHILOSOPHY

• REPAIR AND SERVICE FORALL BRANDS OF HEARINGAIDS
• HEARING PROTECTION FORACTIVE LIFESTYLES
• ASSISTIVE LISTENING DEVICES AND SWIM MOLDS
• VESTIBULARAND BALANCE TESTING

To reach your fullest hearing potential please call us at
706.279.3277

for your hearing consultation.

4 DAYS ONLY!

MATTRESS EXPO
601 Fleming Street

Suite C
Dalton

North Bypass across from Zaxby’s

706-277-2337

DALTON MATTRESS
1117 East Walnut Avenue

Dalton
Across from Athlete’s World

706-277-2337
Se habla español

2 Locations

FRIDAY, SATURDAY, SUNDAY & MONDAY

25% OFF
OF SELECT

FLOOR MODELS

Twin Set
$139.99

Full Set
$179.99

Queen Set
$199.99

King Set
$499.99

INDEPENDENCE DAY

MATTRESS BLOWOUT

UNITED WAY OF NORTHWEST GEORGIA

Community leadership has
always been strong in Whitfield and
Murray counties. The caliber of
passion and expertise that volun-
teers bring to area non-profits
makes the fabric of our community
unique and the quality of life high.

Steve Pound, the 2011 United
Way Chairman of the Board of
Directors, is one of the best exam-
ples of servant leadership in our
community. With whatever Steve
becomes engaged — Chamber of
Commerce, First Methodist

Church, or
United Way —
he always brings
his heart, his
calm voice of
reason and his
keen insight on
how to make an
organization bet-
ter. Steve and his
sweet family will
be moving to
Savannah this
month and their
absence will be
felt across the

community in many organizations.
Not only does United Way of

Northwest Georgia need dedicated
board members like Steve Pound,
but our partner agencies and other
non-profits are always seeking
active community members who
can lend their time and expertise by
joining a board of directors. If you
are interested in helping shape the
future of our community, I urge you
to register for Boardwalk. This
one-day program identifies,
recruits, and connects volunteers to
leadership and policy making posi-
tions in nonprofit organizations in
the Northwest Georgia area.

Topics covered at Boardwalk
include: board roles and responsi-
bilities, legal and fiduciary obliga-
tions, non-profit marketing,
fundraising, finance and communi-
ty building.

This year’s class will be on
Wednesday, Aug. 24 from 8 a.m. to
5 p.m. at United Way of Northwest
Georgia, 816 S.Thornton Ave.,
Dalton, GA. You can apply online
at www.ourunitedway.org.

Being a board member is just
one way to be engaged — volun-
teers at all levels are needed. One

way to learn more about area agen-
cies is to visit ourunitedway.org and
click on “volunteer” and then take
the time to visit organizations per-
sonally.

The best volunteers and the
happiest donors are those who are
given the time to explore the inner
workings and impact of the chari-
ties they support. Shaw Industries
runs a very effective United Way
Campaign, mobilizing thousands
of local employees to give, advo-
cate, and volunteer in Northwest
Georgia.

More than163 employees on
Shaw teams from local facilities
recently toured United Way partner
agencies to learn more about the
impact of their donations.

Carol Cook, Shaw Plant 98, was
impressed by the level of service
provided by RossWoods, a United
Way funded program. “I learned
that RossWoods is wonderful for
Dalton, especially for people who
have parents who need special care
during the day. It is a secure, safe
place with beautiful surroundings.
You know your loved ones are
taken care of,” said Ms. Cook.

In addition to learning about
United Way’s community funded
programs, employees also learned
that more than 3,500 volunteers
are part of United Way’s annual
impact. Maria G. Garcia, also from
Shaw Plant 98, was amazed by
“the sheer power of volunteerism
in our community."

Other companies are choosing
this model to educate their
employees about United Way and
the services that are available. If
your company would like to
schedule employee tours to learn
more about the work of United
Way and our community partners,
I invite you to contact John
Relaford at john.relaford@ourunit-
edway.org.

Whether you want to give of
your financial resources, advocate
by becoming a board member of a
community organization, or get
involved in a hands-on volunteer
experience, United Way is here to
help.

Amanda Burt is the executive
director of Dalton-based United
Way of Northwest Georgia

Amanda
Burt

Let’s get engaged
Each year, the University

of Georgia recognizes stu-
dents who have held a 4.0
grade point average and rank
in the top 1 percent of their
class.

Mimi Elizabeth Ensley of
Dalton was awarded this
honor along with 13 others
for her high level of academ-
ic achievement. She graduat-
ed with a degree in arts and
arts in journalism.

Student receives first
honors from UGA

Ensley

CLASS ACTS


