
Gandhi describes the
exact way that so many
community members in
northwest Georgia evolve as
leaders: “The best way to
find yourself is to lose your-
self in the service of others.”

Although being “lost”
reminds me more of
“Gilligan’s Island” than vol-
unteering, the essence of the
quote gets at the heart of
service. Purposeful service
is only the
beginning,
and real per-
sonal devel-
opment hap-
pens at the
point in time
where acts
of service
are superflu-
ous and a
constant part
of your life.

Can all of
this service
be over-
whelming? Is it possible to
not know where to start?
Absolutely.

My advice: Start in the
backyard of your communi-
ty. Do what you’re passion-
ate about —- and bring a
friend.

Our United Way
Volunteer Center is here to
help. Simply visit ourunited-
way.org for a listing of more
than 100 local opportunities
to serve, or give us a call at
(706) CAN-HELP.

Friday through next
Sunday, a United Way vol-
unteer project is taking
place at Southeast Whitfield
High School sprucing up the
special education depart-
ment by painting the walls.
Visit ourunitedway.org/vol-
unteer for more details.

This past Friday, a
plethora of volunteers led by
Jill Adcock painted educa-
tional charts and maps on
the playground at Westwood
Elementary School. I
encourage all parents to take
an active volunteer role at
their child’s school. Just the
other day, United Way vol-
unteers painted a map of the
USA on the Eton

Elementary School play-
ground. 

I want to thank the 185
national sales team employ-
ees from Tandus who com-
pleted four projects last
month at the Family Crisis
Center, Boys & Girls Club,
Brookwood Elementary
School and Dalton Middle
School.

The United Way
Volunteer Center is looking
forward to Shaw Industries’
Live United Week of
Service this week with 17
projects scheduled and more
than 500 volunteer slots.
Chester Chaffin’s team from
Enterprise Excellence
already completed their
project at the Family Crisis
Center, weeding the flower
beds, mulching and even
donating a bench.

Recently, United Way
volunteers Bryan Macon,
Mitch Sanford, Larry
Winter, Chester Chaffin and
Rob Cowan led the
Chamber of Commerce’s
Emerging Leaders class in
United Way’s Boardwalk
program. This program
delves into the interworking
of nonprofit boards of direc-
tors and helps recruit new
volunteers to board service.
If you are interested in join-
ing the Aug. 29 Boardwalk
class, please visit our web-
site. We need new, energetic
volunteers to lead local non-
profits effectively and effi-
ciently.

Our United Way serves
Whitfield and Murray coun-
ties. Every week or so, I
find myself on a road that I
have never driven down
before. Our two-county area
is deep and wide. Schools,
neighborhoods, children and
families across our commu-
nity need our help. Through
United Way, people from all
different backgrounds join a
movement of improving
lives. It is truly amazing to
see everyone rally together
to live united.

Amanda Burt is the pres-
ident of the United Way of
Northwest Georgia.

SUBMITTED BY THE
WHITFIELD HEALTHCARE

FOUNDATION

The Whitfield Healthcare
Foundation recently honored
Robert E. “Bob” Shaw with
its most prestigious
Humanitarian Award.

Presented every other year
since 1986, the award recog-
nizes the achievements of
someone who gives selflessly
of time and resources to serve
others.   

“The recipient is a person
with a true concern for the
quality of health and better-
ment of life of citizens in the
community — one whose
untiring efforts help bring
about improvements in com-
munity health services and
programs,” Robert Smalley,
foundation chairman, said at a
recent dinner honoring the
Westcott Fellowship. Westcott
Fellows are major contribu-
tors to Hamilton Medical
Center through the Whitfield
Healthcare Foundation.

“As a world-renowned
entrepreneur, Robert Shaw
has enhanced the economic
status of our region and has
instilled a sense of pride and
excellence that runs through
the very fiber of our commu-
nity,” Smalley said.  

“His gift for bold thinking
was evident from the start of
his operation of Star Dye Co.
in 1958 by expanding from
dyeing robes and rugs to man-
ufacturing carpet, eventually
as Shaw Industries,” Smalley
said. “The lure of the business
world and an eagerness to
bring new jobs to the area
brought Shaw back into the
business fray in 2010 with the
emergence and growth of
Engineered Floors.”

Shaw has understood the
vital importance of a strong
health system to a vibrant
community. He served as a
trustee of the Dalton-
Whitfield County Hospital
Authority from 1983 through
1988, was appointed a direc-
tor of the charter board of
Whitfield Healthcare
Foundation in 1975, and was
named one of the first Life
Associates of the foundation

in 1983, a trustee category
that recognizes extraordinary
service and support.  

Bob and his wife, Anna
Sue, are recognized as
Westcott Fellows of
Distinction for their generous
support of Hamilton Medical
Center and the Whitfield
Healthcare Foundation. Their
gifts endowed the Shaw
Department of Emergency
Care and contributed to other
major giving campaigns
including the Bradley
Wellness Center and the
Norman D. Burkett Building. 

“His service to the com-
munity is not limited to his
contributions to Hamilton,”
Smalley said. In the field of
education, Shaw has been a
supporter of Dalton State
College as well as a trustee of
Berry College and Darlington
School, both in Rome, and
Presbyterian College in
Clinton, S.C. He has chaired
local drives for United Way,
the Heart Fund and Cancer
Society, and served as a chair-
man of the Carpet and Rug
Institute, a director of the
National Association of
Manufacturers, a founder of
the Leadership Dalton pro-
gram, a director of the

Georgia Chamber of
Commerce and a board mem-
ber of the Whitfield County

Economic Development
Board.   

“Also, Shaw has been
active in the affairs of the
congregation at First
Presbyterian Church of
Dalton, serving as an elder
and chairing the building
committee that oversaw con-
struction of the beautiful
church campus that stands
today,” Smalley said.

Shaw joins past
Humanitarian Award recipi-
ents Authur B.E. Lauman
(1986), Jackson P. Turner
(1988), James E. Brown
(1990), Norman D. Burkett
(1992), Mrs. Walter M.
(Fannie B.) Jones (1994),
David D. Hamilton (1996),
Dr. Paul L. Bradley (1998),
Dr. Murray B. Lumpkin
(2000), G. Lamar Lyle
(2002), Carl L. Griggs Sr.
(2004), James M. Boring Jr.
and Kenneth E. Boring
(2006), B. Jackson Bandy
(2008) and Charles W.
Hendry (2010). 
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Delia Jones
Happy Mother’s Day. To our sweet 
Mother! We appreciate all the hard 

work you did for us.
We love you, Bonnie, Conda, 

Vonda, Randy & Families

 LaVon Hilley
She is a great mother to Ken & Tim 
Hilley, a good grandmother, great 

grandmother and a very good sister.
 TerrElla Flood

Dorothy Sapp Seaton
To he best mama in the world. 
Thanks for a lifetime of love.

Bob, Eugenia, Cecilia & William

 Shannon 
 Brown

Thank you for 
loving me and 
for taking such 

good care of me. 
You are a 

special mom and 
I love you very 

 much.
 From, Bryce

 Jean Burnett
Your beauty, grace, intelligence and 

thoughtfulness has enriched our 
lives. We feel truly blessed that you 

are our Mom.
Debra, Denise, Danny & Deanne

 JoAnn Robbs
Because of you mother, we are all 

blessed with the ability to love, 
worship, and to praise our Lord.

Nickey, Garry, Robbie, Lee Lee & Scott

 Ruby Mann
Thanks for always being

 there for us!
 WE LAAA YOU!!!!

John & Bruce Fairbanks

 Patricia Sutton
Thanks for all you do mama.

Daniel & Heather Sutton, 
Ashley & Byron Suliveres

Deborah Black Shumake
We love you bunches momma! 

We always will.
 Love, Your Husband, 

Son & Daughters

Frances 
 Carver

Mom, thank you 
for always being 
there for me and 

for being so 
 caring.
 Happy 

 Mother’s Day, 
 Eddie Carver

Hazel Gamble
 HAPPY 

 MOTHER’S DAY!!
 Love, Sondra, 

 Angie, Danielle, 
& all your 

 loving great 
 grandchildren

Mrs. Sandra Gail Young
To the world you might just be one 
person, but to 3 young ladies you 

might just be the world.
Happy Mother’s Day.

Daughters; Diana, Tara, Katie
 and Grandkids

Mrs. Myra Joe Render
We just wanted to thank you for your 
warm smiles, your encouragement, 

your words of wisdom that still guides 
us today. Thanks for everything!

Happy Mother’s Day.
Sons; George, Maurice, Scott and 

 Grandkids

Barbara Warren
After all these years, your lap is still 
the best seat in the house! I love you 

Grandma! Happy Mother’s Day.
Love, Anna Thompson

Carol Sue Streator
Your love has shown me strength. 
You are there when others have

gone. Mama, you are my best friend 
& I thank God he gave you to me.

Your Favorite Daughter, Tammy

Shaw receives Humanitarian Award
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Robert H. Smalley III, chairman of the Whitfield
Healthcare Foundation, presents the 2012
Humanitarian Award to Robert E. Shaw.

Find yourself in service


