
GAITHERSBURG, Md.
(AP) — The man authorities
suspect was involved in the
death of his travel compan-
ion while visiting Aruba
courted other women with
his blue-green eyes, offers
of cruises and vacations,
and his $1.3 million stone
mansion.

But Gary V. Giordano’s
ex-romantic interests say
the allure was only surface-
deep.

Giordano, 50, a self-
employed businessman and
twice-divorced father of
three sons, has denied any
wrongdoing through his
attorney since the disap-
pearance of 35-year-old
Robyn Gardner, who
authorities believe is dead.
Her remains have not been
found, despite four days of
searching the area where
Giordano told officials an
ocean current pulled her
away Aug. 2 as they
snorkeled.

FBI agents combed
through Giordano’s home
Friday night in
Gaithersburg, an upper-mid-
dle class Washington sub-
urb. On Saturday, Solicitor
General Taco Stein said a
pink shirt and black sandals
found during a search of an
abandoned phosphate mine
— near where Giordano
told authorities Gardner dis-
appeared — did not belong
to the woman.

The exact nature of their
relationship isn’t clear.
Gardner had a boyfriend
back home in Maryland.
Giordano was detained at
the airport about a week ago
as he tried to fly back to the
U.S. after the official search
had ended.

Authorities say they
doubt certain aspects of his

story, including whether the
pair even went into the
water, and they’re seeking
witnesses to build their case
against him.

H i s
family has
s t a y e d
m u m ,
though a
c l o s e
friend said
he can’t
i m a g i n e
Giordano
b e i n g
involved in someone’s
death.

Giordano has told
authorities that Gardner, a
platinum blonde who loved
tennis and running, never
made it back to shore after
the two became separated.
His lawyer, Michael Lopez,
said Giordano tapped on
Gardner’s leg to signal that
they should swim back after
it became clear that they
were being pulled out to sea.
He said Giordano noticed
that she didn’t return to
shore with him and ran to
get help.

“Our client emphatically
denies being involved in any

malicious act concerning his
friend and consequently
does not consider himself a
suspect,” Lopez said in a
statement this week.

The judge can extend
Giordano’s detention order
for a maximum of eight
days at a hearing scheduled
for Monday. After that,
prosecutors could ask a
judge to order Giordano
held for as long as 60 days
while they prepare a case,
but that would require more
substantial evidence.

Court records and for-
mer romantic interests
reveal Giordano could by
turns be charming and
threatening.

“He can’t control his
anger,” his first wife,
Sharon Cohen, wrote in
court papers in 2001.

Giordano married
Cohen in 1987, several
years after earning a
degree in computer sci-
ence from the University
of Maryland. The couple
had three sons, but the
relationship deteriorated.
They finalized their
divorce in 2003. At one
point, each accused the
other of abuse, with
Giordano alleging that his
wife struck him in the
back with a steel cooking
spoon during a heated
argument.
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ROME (AP) — She
uses a whistle and flag to
keep her young charges
safe at the same school
she attended more than 70
years ago.

Emma Brown is one of
the crossing guards sta-
tioned at Rome elemen-
tary schools by the Rome
Police Department. She
stands watch at Elm Street
Elementary School, the
school she attended when
she was in first grade.

At 86 years old, she is
the oldest, but only by 16
years. The youngest
crossing guard is 70 years
old.

The crossing guards
are an important part of
the police department,
said Maj. Denise Downer-
McKinney of the Rome
Police Department.

“We cannot be in every
place at all times,”
Downer-McKinney said.
“They are there in the
rain, sleet and snow and
they are so happy and
good natured.

Brown decided to
apply after her husband
and mother died. She
started in 1998 and is in
her 14th school year.

“I got tired of walking
through an empty house,”

Brown said. “It gives me a
reason to get up every

day.”
It’s much different

from Brown’s previous
career.

She worked for 40
years at Kessler’s — the
now closed department
store that was a mainstay
in downtown Rome for
decades.

She also embarked on
another career in the food
industry after she retired
from Kessler’s.

“I went to McDonald’s
and worked there in
2001,” Brown said.

Today, her only “job”
is crossing guard, but she
stays busy. She paints and
recently painted her back
porch and a chair.

The only thing that
slowed her down were
some health problems last
year, when Brown said
she had three operations
in six weeks and lost one
of her kidneys.

“It was the first time in
50 years I had ever had
anything done,” she said.
“I’ve always been real
healthy.”

And Brown said she
doesn’t plan on slowing
down anytime soon.

She still drives and
said she plans to be driv-
ing when she is 100. She
also cuts her own lawn.

“I am going to work
until I am 90 then I am
going to retire and travel,”
she said.

WOODSTOCK (AP)
— About half of the esti-
mated 4,000 people who
showed up at a church in a
suburb north of Atlanta
hoping for free dental care
were treated before the
two-day mission ended.

The Atlanta Journal-
Constitution reports
(http://bit.ly/qHqTet ) that
hundreds of volunteer
dentists, hygienists and
dental assistants treated
more than 2,100 people at
the First Baptist Church of
Woodstock, donating
more than $1 million in
services. Those who had
to be turned away were
given information about
dental clinics around the
area.

Some had waited since
Thursday morning. The
church doors opened
Friday morning at 5 a.m.
The clinic, known as the
Georgia Mission of
Mercy, was sponsored by
the Georgia Dental

Association and its
Foundation for Oral
Health. Dental clinics are

seeing an uptick since the
economic downturn
began.

I am often asked, “How
can I learn about what
United Way is doing in our
community and the impact
my gift is having?”

If a picture is worth a
thousand words, then our
new United Way video is
worth a million. I encour-
age you to visit our web-
site at ourunitedway.org
and click on the YouTube
link to view the 2011 video
and hear Jeffery Ramos
and
Jennifer
Coker’s
United
Way sto-
ries. The
video
highlights
United
Way’s
impact:
creating
happy
child-
hoods
and pro-
viding services for the eld-
erly.

Jeffery works with two
United Way agencies,
being a role model for
young children and helping
them stay on track for
school, work and life. He
learned through his own
childhood just how impor-
tant United Way programs
are in helping children be
successful.

Jeffery had to grow up
really fast. He moved to
Dalton as a child and his
parents started working in
the flooring industry, 12
hour shifts at night. During
his childhood Jeffery’s sis-
ter, who is only two years
older, provided primary
care for him in their apart-
ment while the parents
worked.

Fast-forward 16 years.
Jeffery now works at the
Boys and Girls Club, a
United Way partner
agency, and gets to see
firsthand the value of hav-
ing a safe place for kids.

“Kids walk through the
doors of the Boys and
Girls Club and they feel
safe — it’s their sanctuary.
At the Boys and Girls
Club, we are impacting the
community by raising
responsible citizens,” says
Jeffery.

Jeffery also volunteers
at Big Brothers Big Sisters,
a United Way agency. He
was matched with a fourth
grader at City Park School
through the Buddy
Program. Jeffery learned
that sometimes kids just
need somebody to listen.

“My buddy needed a
positive male role model in
his life. When I started
working with my buddy, he
caused a lot of trouble at
school.” Jeffery said.

Slowly, through the
mentoring relationship,
Jeffery saw improvement
in his mentee. The student
made better grades and

improved his attitude
towards school.

The need for home and
community based services
for older adults is increas-
ing. Between 2010 and
2030 the number of people
aged 65 and older is pro-
jected to grow by 31.7 mil-
lion or 79.2 percent.
Through United Way pro-
grams, elderly individuals
and adults with disabilities
are able to remain inde-
pendent.

Meet Jennifer Coker.
Jennifer’s father was diag-
nosed with Parkinson’s
Disease, dementia, and
severe neuropathy in his
legs. He is not able to stay
at home by himself.
RossWoods, a United Way
partner agency, provides
care that he wouldn’t get
anywhere else. RossWoods
provides nursing services,
meals, snacks, exercises
and enrichment activities
like painting and choir.

Jennifer has really
noticed the difference that
RossWoods has made in
her father’s life.

“My dad is a retired
minister,” Jennifer said.
“When he became sick he
wanted to stay home. He
didn’t really have the
desire to go anywhere
which is very unlike him.
Now, the socialization is
back. He is talking more,
and we are able to under-
stand him. Without United
Way I would have to quit
my job at Shaw Industries
and stay home and care for
my father.”

In 2010 United Way
provided more than
106,000 services to indi-
viduals and families in
Northwest Georgia. United
Way recruits people who
bring passion, expertise
and the resources needed
to get things done. The
way we live our lives can
impact the way others live
theirs.

Your co-workers, neigh-
bors and friends are work-
ing right here in our com-
munities to make real last-
ing change by focusing on
the building blocks of a
good life. It takes everyone
in the community working
together to create a
brighter future. With
United Way you don’t
have to choose where you
want to help. Your gift
helps the whole communi-
ty.

To learn more about
Jennifer and Jeffery, please
visit us at
youtube.com/user/United
WayNWGA. To stay up to
date with what is happen-
ing at United Way, join us
on Facebook or Twitter
and sign up for our email
newsletter at ourunited-
way.org.

Amanda Burt is the
president of the United
Way of Northwest Georgia.
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We pledge we pay more
for your Gold,
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Today in Civil War History
August 14, 1863
WWaarr WWeeaarriinneessss
There was little going on in the eastern war beyond
more test firing of the Union guns in Charleston
Harbor. More holes were inflicted on Ft. Sumter. In
the west the action was a little more intense. Various
skirmishes, actions, expeditions and other nastiness
occurred in West Point, Arkansas, and numerous
places in Missouri including Sherwood, Wellington,
and the greater metropolitan area of Jack’s Ford.
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• Medicare Plan D, Medicaid, and
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Check YouTube
to see what your
United Way does

Thousands get free dentistry at church clinic
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Emma Brown, 86, makes sure the children get
home safely from Elm Street Elementary School.
Brown is one of the crossing guards stationed
at Rome elementary schools by the Rome Police
Department. She stands watch at Elm Street, the
school she attended when she was in first
grade.

Crossing guard still strong at 86

Suspect in Aruba had troubled past with women

Giordano


