
As our board members and
staff prepare for the United
Way Annual Meeting, we
pause to reflect on the past 12
months and give thanks.
Volunteer projects, community
investment panel meetings,
corporate agency tours, new
AmeriCorps members, the
launch of the Superhero Sprint
and countless campaign meet-
ings and presentations — kept
us all busy and helped bring

the mis-
sion of
United
Way to life
in
Northwest
Georgia.

I invite
you to join
the United
Way Board
of
Directors
for our
annual

meeting on Wednesday, March
21, at 8:30 a.m. at Ryman Hall
in Dalton. This year we cele-
brate 125 years of the national
United Way movement.

Our local United Way
traces its roots back to the
early 1940s. Mindy
Binderman, executive director
of GEEARS (Georgia Early
Education Alliance for Ready
Students), will be sharing the
business case for early learn-
ing. Companies with outstand-
ing campaigns will be recog-
nized.

Community-wide volunteer
awards will be presented,
including the Connie
Woodward Award for
Volunteerism in Whitfield
County and the Elaine Butler
Award for Volunteerism in
Murray County.

Volunteers who have given
more than 100 hours will
receive a Presidential Volunteer
Service Award. Dixie Kinard,
local community leader and
board member of Georgia
Bright from the Start, will
share United Way’s progress
on the goal we launched last
November to recruit 100 new
readers, tutors and mentors to
work with area children and
youth in our education initia-
tive.

Meagan Shinn, a recent

graduate of University of
Georgia Grady School of
Journalism and a United Way
intern, has put together a beau-
tiful, but concise, annual report
for our organization.

In addition to more than
10,000 donors of financial
resources who contributed over
$3.25 million to our campaign,
United Way worked with 3,664
volunteers in 2011 who made a
$653,616 impact with their
time. Volunteers who lend not
only their time, but also their
talent, make the United Way
movement strong.

Local distribution employ-
ees help plan Meals on Wheels
routes to minimize mileage
expenses and stretch scare dol-
lars. Six-Sigma black belts
give their time to non-profits to
analyze their internal systems
and improve operating efficien-
cies. CPAs provide financial
oversight and accountability.
Sales professionals help spread
the United Way message to
other companies and individu-
als. Parents, business profes-
sionals, and retirees, who vol-
unteer to read to local class-
rooms, ensure more children
read on grade level and nurture
a love of reading.

I want to thank Brian
Ramsey for fulfilling a second
term as the chairman of the
United Way of Northwest
Georgia Board of Directors. At
our annual meeting, Brian will
pass the gavel to Delyn Ellis.
Delyn has spent many years
living the mission of United
Way as a donor, advocate and

volunteer. Delyn is active in
the Shaw Industries workplace
campaign, helped United Way
convene a Community Forum
on Basic Needs and provided
hundreds of hours volunteering
on United Way Community
Investment panels. Delyn has
already hit the ground running
and is planning for a new year
of LIVE UNITED.

I hope to see many of you
next week at our annual meet-
ing. If you can’t join us, look
for our annual report on our
website, www.ourunitedway.
org. There you can find a host
of opportunities to improve
lives by mobilizing the caring
power of our communities in
Northwest Georgia.

We all win when a child
succeeds in school, when fami-
lies are financially stable and
when people have good health.
Dare to dream. Join our team.
Live United.

Amanda Burt is the presi-
dent of United Way of
Northwest Georgia.
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The Vacuum

A vacuum is a space without matter or substance. A partial vacuum is space in which
matter is very limited. The epitome of ridiculous is doing the same thing over and over
again thinking the results will be different next time. The Republican Party is at the very
least a partial vacuum of ideas: ideas as scarce as water in a desert. The only ideas the
Republicans have are cut taxes and create smaller government. Let’s see how that worked.

According to Mother Jones between 2001 and 2010 the Bush tax cuts added $2.6
trillion to the national debt. Over the first ten years the cuts added $400 billion in interest.
The best-known result has been that the top 1 percent who was supposed to create jobs
got most of the money. People making $3 million a year got a tax cut of $520,000 while
employment increased by only 1 percent and median weekly earning fell more than 2
percent. The rich got 450 times what the average middle class family received. Bush cut
the capital gains tax to 15 percent but we lost 800,000 jobs while American businesses
created 1.9 million jobs overseas from 2001-2008.

The trillions of dollars the Republicans complain President Obama is adding to the
national debt is the direct result of the Bush tax cuts. Tax collections have fallen to the
lowest share of the economy in 60 years. According to the New York Time, if we allow the
Bush tax cuts to expire we would come within $400 billion of balancing the budget. If we
taxed those making over $1 million a year at a flat 28 percent we actually might have a
surplus. We need to payoff this credit card.

President Obama has down-sized government by 280,000 jobs. According to the U.S.
Office of Personnel Management, in 1962, including the military, total federal personnel
was 5.354 million while in 2010, excluding census workers, total federal personnel is 4.2
million. This includes the 202,000 employed by Bush after 9/11. The President has the
lowest ratio of federal employees at 8.4 per 1000 U.S. citizens compared to Reagan at 11.9
and George W. at 9.1. President Obama has fewer Executive Branch employees than in
1967 when the U.S. population was smaller.

The Republicans complain about creating an atmosphere for business. So why is the
unemployment rate 12 percent here in the Dalton Metro area when the overall U.S. rate is
8.3 percent? Southern states hate unions but unions are usually composed of higher
educated people that coordinate efforts with management to produce a better quality
product. If you don’t believe it, here is a list of states with above average unemployment
and their percent: Mississippi 10.4, Florida 9.9, North Carolina 9.9, Georgia 9.7, South
Carolina 9.5, Tennessee 8.7. Only Alabama 8.1, Louisiana 6.8 and Texas 7.8, have lower
than the national unemployment average. What do they have in common? They’re all in
the Deep South and have Right-to-work laws which prevent workers from joining unions.
Despite the argument that the South can attract industries because we pay lower wages,

you should be able to tell this strategy does NOT work. The UAW now has a greater
financial interest in GM and is the number one car company in the world again. It has been
often said unions would hurt the carpet industry but the “glory days” of the industry are
gone and unions had nothing to do with its decline.

Texas has succumbed to its delusion concerning Planned Parenthood. Republicans are
against Title X or Planned Parenthood. Title X was part of a program enacted in 1970 by
Republican President Nixon and supported by George H.W. Bush. Planned Parenthood
gets 25 percent of the money allotted to Title X. The services provided by Title X include
family planning and contraception, education and counseling, breast and cervical cancer
screening, screenings and treatment for STDs and Human immunodeficiency Virus (HIV),
and pregnancy counseling. Planned Parenthood is prohibited from using federal funds to
perform abortions. Title X is legally designed to meet the needs of individuals from low-
income families and/or uninsured people at reduced or no cost. Nearly half of all
pregnancies in the U.S. are unintended and two-thirds of the women served by Planned
Parenthood are from households at or below the level of poverty.

Texas Republicans started believing their own lies. According to Newsweek magazine,
Republicans said Planned Parenthood, who is prevented by law from using federal funds
for abortions, was causing abortions. So they started cutting funding to Planned
Parenthood until it reached almost nothing only to find out the number of abortions and
abortion clinics were increasing because low-income families weren’t getting any help.
When are we going to come to grips with the reality that contraception protects women,
saves money and prevents the tragedy of abortion?

The bottom line is Republicans have no plan to solve the financial and social problems
we have. In fact the Republicans are the cause of many of the problems. But now for some
good news, for the first time in twenty year we imported less than 50 percent of the oil we
use. President Obama has gotten Attorney General Eric Holder to set up a task force to
see if anybody is manipulating the price of oil fraudulently. The NASDAQ closed at this
writing above 3039 for first time in 11 years.

You Deserve Better

Life expectancy at birth in the USA is 50th in the world, below most developed
nations and some developing nations. It is below the average life expectancy for the
European Union. The World Health Organization (WHO), in 2000, ranked the U.S.
health care system as the highest in cost, first in responsiveness, 37th in overall
performance, and 72nd by overall level of health among 191 member nations. The
Commonwealth Fund ranked the United States last in the quality of health care
among similar countries, and notes U.S. care costs the most. The USA is the only
wealthy, industrialized nation that does not ensure that all citizens have some kind of
private or public health insurance. In 2004, the Institute of Medicine reported that a
lack of health insurance causes roughly 18,000 unnecessary deaths every year in the
United States. while a 2009 Harvard study estimated that 44,800 excess deaths
occurred annually due to lack of health insurance.

President Obama has given us national health care. The U.S. spend $7,960 each
year per person on health care while Germany spends $4,218. The $4,218 in
Germany covers everybody while 50.7 million or one-in-six Americans don’t have any
health insurance. Only 55 percent of Americans say they like their insurance while 65
percent of Canadians, who spends $4,363 each year, like their insurance. The U.S.
currently spends 15 percent of its GDP on healthcare while Canada only spends 10
percent. And, BY ANY MEASURE, our health care is worse than the other
industrialized nations. The cost of our health care is rising 2 percent faster than our
economic growth. So, by 2035 one-third of our income will go to health care and by
2080 half. Our infant mortality ranks us number 34 in the world, just behind
communist Cuba and this has nothing to do with abortion. Insurance companies and
conservative groups actually love the individual mandate part of the national health
care plan. Mitt Romney, the Ultraconservative Heritage Foundation, and Richard
Nixon back in 1970 supported a health care plan like President Obama’s and so did
Newt Gingrich in an April, 2006 newsletter. President Obama recently removed the
cost of contraception for Catholics to provide them with a religious choice. But, to fully
understand the problem with health care google Atul Ganwande, “The Cost
Conundrum”. This is an article from the New York Times: read all of it.

But to know why Americans don’t have universal health care all you have to do is
look at the composition of the decision making bodies of our government over the last
forty-two years: 84 percent of the cabinets, 78 percent of the Senate and 62 percent
of the House of Representatives were former members of the corporate rich. The
members of congress have the best health insurance money can buy-- free.

Republicans falsely claimed Iraq had WMD’s, spent $1 BILLION a day on a war of
little value and didn’t care about the health and wellbeing of Americans. Bush spent
money so irresponsibly that now the national debt is at disastrous levels. But to see
just how little the Republicans care about the health and wellbeing of everyday people
all you have to do is look at Republican Ohio Governor Kasich. After recent tornadoes
Kasich refused help from President Obama for the areas that were devastated. Two
days after the tornadoes it got cold and snowed. President Obama offered food,
shelter and aid rebuilding but Kasich refused. Kasich is a millionaire whose house was
not destroyed. So who has to suffer? The everyday working man and his family has
to suffer. If your sitting in a warm governor’s mansion with plenty to eat and a place to
sleep and take a bath it’s easy to say no.

Will the national health care mandate get overturned by the Supreme Court? NO,
because two court cases, Employment Division vs Smith (1990) and Adams vs
Commissioners all but decides the case in favor of Obama. Both laws have religious
overtones but the ultraconservative justice Antonin Scalia has already decided in the
case Employment Division vs Smith the government has a compelling interest in
national health. Laws that preserve the lives of multiple individuals are considered
compelling to the government. Scalia’s majority opinion basically says you can’t
exempt yourself from a federal law because you don’t like it even if religion is
considered. The Adams law says you have to pay taxes and Social Security. The
government may have to tweak their plan a little but national health care is going to
happen.

Matthew 25: 35-36, “For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat. I was
thirsty and you gave me something to drink. I was a stranger and you invited me in. I
needed clothes and you clothed me. I was sick and you looked after me……..”

For Additional Cards:
Kenny & Heather Cunningham

Phone: 706-463-1135
www.cunningham1.provisionrx.com

Shop Online and
Receive Cash Back!

Home Depot, Office
Depot, Target, Walmart
and many more stores!

K Mart
Rite Aid, Kroger
Walmart, Target

Walgreens & MORE!

Accepted
at Over

PHARMACIES
including

54,000

No Solicitation at Participating Pharmacies

Pharmacists only Help Line: 1-800-481-0605
Disclosures: This is not insurance - discounts only

Process all claims electronically

T E A C H E R S

Don’t identify
yourself,

but please tell us
what hinders your

teaching, is of
little or no benefit

to students &
primarily serves the

system only.

Reply to
P.O. Box 4464

Dalton, GA 30722

Amanda
Burt

Annual meeting coming up Wednesday
SUBMITTED BY THE
FAMILY SUPPORT

COUNCIL

This year’s Toast of the
Town honoree is coach
Ronnie McClurg, the Family
Support Council announced.

McClurg has been a valu-
able member of the Dalton
community since he moved
here in 1964. He came here
from an outstanding football
career at the University of
Chattanooga to be the assis-
tant football coach at Dalton
High School. He coached at
DHS for more than 30 years
and has impacted the lives of
many young people in the
Dalton area.

During his tenure at DHS
he not only helped take the
Catamounts to the state play-
offs many times but he later
served as head coach for
seven years and as athletic
director.

McClurg has been named
coach of the year so many
times one could lose count.

The contributions that stand
out the most, though, are all
affiliated with youth programs
that he helped start.

In 1974 the Rotary
Invitational Track Meet began
under the leadership of
McClurg. The Fellowship of
Christian Athletes at Dalton
High was started by McClurg
in 1965. The Dalton Dasher
Summer Program for young
tracksters and the summer
football camps for future
Catamounts were also started
under McClurg’s watchful
eye. McClurg has also been a
speaker at many of the Nike
football camps around the
Southeast.

His involvement in the
community is widespread as
he is a member of the Rotary
Club and has been involved
with the American Cancer
Society, Easter Seals (served
as chairman), Family Crisis
Center (served as board chair-
man), Methodist Men,
Salvation Army Committee,
Whitfield County Merit

Board (served as chairman),
Will Watt Fellow, Providence
Ministries (volunteer), Boys
and Girls Clubs (served as
board member), United Way
Committee, Dalton First
United Methodist Church and
Dalton Education Foundation.

He has been married to his
wife, Judy, for 50 years, and
they have three grown chil-
dren, Missy and husband
Dale, Rhonda and husband
Douglas, and Chuck and wife
Jody. There are also six
grandchildren.

Ronnie and Judy are active
members of Dalton First
United Methodist Church.

The Toast of the Town will
be June 7 at The Farm to
honor McClurg for all of his
contributions to our commu-
nity. For reservations, please
call (706) 272-7919.

The Family Support
Council works to prevent
child abuse by providing edu-
cational and support programs
for children and families in
the community.

McClurg next Toast of the Town


