
Fauquier County, Va., zoning offi-
cials have threatened Martha Boneta
with nearly $15,000 in fines for selling
produce and crafts and hosting a chil-
dren’s birthday party on her farm.
About 100 fellow farmers, local food
enthusiasts and others attended an
appeals hearing to show their support.
Many carried pitchforks.

n n n
A ban on the sale of foie gras, a

food made from the liver of a fattened
goose or duck, recently went into effect
in California, and most restaurants
there have stopped serving it. But The
New York Times reports that some
restaurants are now “giving away” foie
gras with the purchase of another item.

n n n
Missouri officials have started a dis-

ciplinary hearing for St. Louis
Associate Circuit Judge Barbara
Peebles. They haven’t said what the
charges against her are. But a report
last year in the St. Louis Post-Dispatch
claimed that Peebles’ clerks handled at
least 350 cases during a two-week peri-
od in which she was in China. The
paper reported that the clerks post-
poned 300 cases, refused to dismiss at
least one and issued 18 warrants,
though the warrants did not become
active until Peebles returned and signed
them.

n n n
Nancy Dominicos was sitting and

texting a friend at her Charlotte, N.C.,
home when three strange men came in
through an unlocked side door, saying
they were looking for narcotics and
asking if anyone else was home. Her
son was upstairs, heard the commotion
and grabbed a gun. But the men heard
him and started shouting “A-T-F!”
Fortunately for Dominicos the men
were agents from the federal Bureau of
Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms. The
agents soon realized they were at the
wrong address and left.

n n n
Officers from London’s

Metropolitan Police demanded the
Scream gallery remove a photo depict-
ing the myth of the god Zeus taking the
form of a swan to seduce Spartan
Queen Leda.  Officers accused gallery
workers of condoning bestiality. The
gallery’s director tried to explain that
the myth has inspired countless pieces
of art over the centuries but the officers
appeared to be unfamiliar with it.

n n n
A judge has sentenced Windsor,

Ontario, police detective David Van
Buskirk to five months in prison after
Van Buskirk pleaded guilty to attacking
Dr. Tyceer Abouhassan. Van Buskirk
apparently though Abouhassan, who is

legally blind, was a man who had been
following his daughter.

n n n
The Chicago City Council has

agreed to pay $7 million to settle law-
suits by David Fauntleroy and Michael
Tillman. The two each spent more than
20 years in prison after being tortured
into confessing to murders by police
detectives.

n n n
The federal Justice Department has

filed a complaint against the city of
Corpus Christi, Texas, claiming that it
discriminated against women who
sought to become police officers. The
feds say the police department’s phys-
ical fitness test for new officers dis-
criminates against women since far
fewer women than men pass it. The
Justice Department is asking a court
to bar the city from using the fitness
test and hire and give retroactive sen-
iority to the women “harmed” by the
test.

Charles Oliver is a staff writer for
The Daily Citizen. Got a suggestion for
“It Couldn’t Happen Here?” Email it to
him at charlesoliver@daltoncitizen .com.

In 1887, a Denver woman, a priest,
two ministers and a rabbi recognized
the need for cooperative action to
address their city’s human service
needs. This small group put their heads
together to plan the first united cam-
paign for 10 nonprofit agencies. They
created an organization to serve as an
agent to collect funds for local chari-
ties, as well as to coor-
dinate relief services,
counsel and refer
clients to cooperating
agencies, and make
emergency assistance
grants in cases which
could not be referred.
That year, Denver
raised $21,700 and cre-
ated a movement that
would spread through-
out the world to
become the United
Way system we know
today.

More than 125 years after the first
United Way was started, the organiza-
tion is still focused on mobilizing the
caring power of communities and mak-
ing a difference in people’s lives. The
United Way network is strong with
nearly 1,800 community-based United
Ways in 40 countries and territories.

The first community fund in Dalton
was known as the Empty Stocking
Fund and only a few hundred dollars
were contributed. In the early 1940s,
M.E. Judd bet Lamar Wescott that he
couldn’t raise $4,000 — an unheard of
sum for a town with a population of
3,000. For the first time, he organized
the raising of funds, much like it is
today with businesses soliciting their
employees. They raised the $4,000 and
he won the bet. The Whitfield
Community Chest, now known as the

United Way of Northwest Georgia, was
organized in 1952.

A petition for a charter to incorpo-
rate the organization was made in
1952, the petitioners being Arthur
Richman, R.G. McCamy, W.M.
Whiteside, C.W. Moore Jr., S.W.
Dendy, L.A. Lee, Ira Nochumson, O.R.
Strain, Albert Hodge and Carlton
McCamy. The charter was signed Aug.
25, 1952, for a term of 35 years. The
goal was $55,000 for the support of
eight agencies.

Almost 65 years and tens of thou-
sands of volunteers later, United Way
of Northwest Georgia boasts a cam-
paign goal of $3.2 million. We have 20
partner agencies that impact local
human needs: education, basic needs
and health.

Our United Way is a local unit of
the largest charity in the United States:
United Way Worldwide. United Way of
Northwest Georgia is governed by a
local board of directors, but we rely on
more than 250 volunteers on the board
of directors, committees and panels to
fulfill our mission annually.

United Way of Northwest Georgia
excels on many fronts. The Metro 3
designation is for United Ways that
raise between $2 million and $4 mil-
lion annually. Top rankings for United
Way of Northwest Georgia when meas-
ured against the 115 other Metro 3
United Ways include:

n 9th: The rank of United Way of
Northwest Georgia on dollars raised
per person employed; top 93 percent.

n 8th: The rank of United Way of
Northwest Georgia in corporate giving;
top 93.9 percent.

n 4th: The rank of United Way of
Northwest Georgia in major gift
($10,000-plus gifts); top 97.4 percent.

One thing for sure is that people

who have made their living in
Northwest Georgia have invested their
money back into the local
community. Our United Way is No. 1
in Georgia in major giving. We boast
24.1 percent of the campaign from a
combination of leadership, $1,000-plus
donors and Alexis de Tocqueville mem-
bers ($10,000-plus donors).

Our organization has evolved from a
force in fundraising to a community
solutions provider  — connecting indi-
viduals to assistance through the 211
help line, coordinating holiday assis-
tance for the needy, deploying more
than 3,500 volunteers through the
Volunteer Center, training and connect-
ing volunteers to nonprofit boards of
directors, and promoting community
leadership and philanthropy through
giving societies.

Please join Kevin Sanders, vice
president of Shaw Hospitality Group
and the 2012 United Way of Northwest
Georgia campaign chairman, and the
United Way Campaign Cabinet in cele-
brating the beginning of the communi-
ty-wide United Way campaign at the
trade center on Sept. 11 at 11:30 a.m.
We will celebrate past successes and
look forward to the future. Sanders
will announce this year’s campaign
goal, people impacted by United Way
will share their story, and early pace-
setter campaigns will be recognized.
The $10 fee will cover the cost of
lunch.

We invite you to join the movement.
To connect with United Way of
Northwest Georgia you can visit our
office at 816 S. Thornton Ave. in
Dalton or visit our website at ourunit-
edway.org.

Amanda Burt is the president of the
United Way of Northwest Georgia.
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It Couldn’t
Happen
Here?

ANOTHER VIEW

Georgia’s “Back-to-School” sales tax holiday, its
first in three years, is now history. 

Like its predecessors, it was unquestionably popu-
lar with shoppers, as stores were thronged. And why
not? The Georgia Retail Association predicted earlier
this year that the holiday would generate an addi-
tional $476 million in economic activity. The sales
had been suspended for several years as the state dug
its way out of a budget hole.

But at the risk of looking a gift horse in the
mouth, serious questions remain as to whether such
holidays help or hurt. And that’s on top of the com-
plaints about the timing of this year’s holiday, which
was scheduled after many school systems (including
Marietta’s) had already resumed classes.

A new national study by the Washington, D.C.-
based Tax Foundation (www.taxfoundation.org)
shows that most consumers time their purchases for
the sales tax holidays. In other words, the holidays
aren’t really doing much to stimulate sales in the 17
states (including Georgia) that hold them.

Also to be considered are the costs for businesses,
which must reconfigure software and add manpower
for the sales. Many observers have wondered
whether the sales tax revenues lost by the states via
such holidays are recouped via impulse buys by
shoppers on those weekends for items that are not
tax-exempt, such as that new purse or watch or the
meal you and your kids grabbed at the mall’s food
court. The Tax Foundation study states they are not.

And Georgia is no longer even getting the benefit
of non-exempt impulse purchases by shoppers from
neighboring states because Alabama, Florida, North
Carolina, South Carolina and Tennessee all now have
such sales tax holidays. In fact, one of the best argu-
ments that can be made at this point for keeping the
Georgia sales tax holiday is that it keeps such spend-
ing in state, rather than encouraging Georgians who
live near our borders to drive across state lines to do
their Back-to-School shopping.

There’s also a subtle message in the popularity of
such tax holidays that we hope our elected officials
will pick up on: That is, people don’t like taxes, and
they especially don’t like paying sales taxes. Those
officials got a sharp reminder of that in the crushing
rejection of the July 31 TSPLOST referendum.

Marietta Daily Journal

Bible verse: “To the angel of the church in Laodicea
write: These are the words of the Amen, the faithful
and true witness, the ruler of God’s creation. Here I
am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my
voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with
that person, and they with me.”

Revelation 3:14,20

A 125-year-old movement

“I just read in the Forum where
someone was at the outlet mall
and didn’t see any Yankees. How
do you recognize a Yankee? Do
they look different? Do they wear
different clothes? The mall may
have been full of Yankees. You
don’t know.”

Editor’s note: Sandals with
knee-high, black dress socks is
one of the warning signs.

“We need our jobs back from
Mexico.”

“My computer is no better
than the information that’s sup-
plied to it. I guess that speaks
wonders.”

“The house on the front page
of the Sunday paper, is that the
house that Ivan Allen, former
mayor of Atlanta, grew up in?

And if it is, shouldn’t we do
something to try to save it?”

Editor’s note: Ivan Allen Sr.
was born in Dalton on March 1,
1876, according to The New
Georgia Encyclopedia. He was
never mayor of Atlanta. His son,
Ivan Allen Jr., was born in
Atlanta, where he later served
as mayor.

“Jamie Jones for Congress!”
Editor’s note: Thanks for the

vote of confidence.

“Whoever sold Whitfield
County Schools this new bus stop
locator should have to pay. It’s
cost thousands of people incon-
venience and endangered chil-
dren. It’s cost the school system
thousands.”

“Mr. Editor, you are right

about Mr. Cathy having the right
to free speech, but you missed
the point of the consequences of
free speech and it is about perse-
cution. A Christian can say what-
ever the Bible teaches and imme-
diately he is persecuted in some
way.”

“I agree that the government
shouldn’t be cutting out schools.
They should be cutting out dis-
ability and food stamp fraud.
There is a difference between
being poor and being lazy.”

“Just a reminder, The Walk to
End Alzheimer’s is Sept. 22.
Registration is at 9 a.m. and the
walk starts at 10 a.m. The starting
point is at The Depot downtown.
You can register at www.alz.org.
Come help us fight this terrible
disease. Walk with us.”

Thought for Today: “Men are from Earth, women
are from Earth. Deal with it.”

George Carlin
American comedian (1937-2008)

“I get so angry when I read all
of these articles where writers are
trying to scare people about
Obamacare.”

“Do you know if they are hav-
ing the Raisin Hope bike ride this

Labor Day weekend? Can’t find
any place to register online.

Editor’s note: Saul Raisin
said they will have it in the
spring because he’s got another
event in the Netherlands in
September.

Sales tax holiday,
TSPLOST defeat
send same message

WORDS OF WISDOM

No word yet if pitchforks sway officials

Editor’s note:
Please keep

your comments
brief. If you

include a name,
please spell it.
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